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CHAPTER Two:
TuEe DrivisioN Bobpies GATHER
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute

Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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Gather means they come back together again. The division
bodies that were sent out are gathered back in. They cluster
together.

At that time, from the billions of inexpressible,
inconceivable — our mind has no way to fathom the scope,
incalculable — we have no way to express such a number,
immeasurable — nor can we imagine such a quantity,
ineffable —there is no way we can put this into words,
limitless asamkhyeyas of worlds, from wherever hells are
found, there are division bodies of Earth Store Bodhisattva.
Since Earth Store Bodhisattva’s division bodies are in all the
hells, his division bodies are infinite. Those division bodies
began gathering in the palace of the Trayastrimsha
Heaven. Earth Store Bodhisattva’s division bodies all came
to the Heaven of the Thirty-three.

Due to the spiritual powers of the Thus Come One,
because of Shakyamuni Buddha’s awesome spiritual power,
each division body of Earth Store Bodhisattva came from
his own direction and was joined by thousands of billions
of nayutas of those who had obtained liberation from the
paths in which they kept creating karma. Those who joined
him had been rescued from the paths where they had created
karmic offenses. Division bodies of Earth Store Bodhisattva

and this vast number of living beings all brought incense
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and flowers as offerings to the Buddha Shakyamuni.

Those groups who came with Earth Store Bodhisattva
would never retreat from the path leading to
Anuttarasamyaksambodhi because they had been taught
and transformed by Earth Store Bodhisattva. Because of
the Bodhisattva’s teaching and transformation, they remain
non-retreating from the state of Unsurpassed, Proper and
Equal, Right Enlightenment.

These living beings, for long eons, had wandered in
birth and death. They have been bobbing up and down
in the six paths of rebirth, getting born and dying, rising
and falling, like waves on the ocean. They have undergone
immeasurable suffering within the six paths without even
temporary respite. But because of the great compassion
and deep vows of Earth Store Bodhisattva, who vowed:
“As long as the hells are not empty, I will not become a
Buddha; once living beings all been saved, I will realize
bodhi,” those groups who came to the Trayastrimsha
Heaven had reached various levels of sagehood, such as
first-stage, second-stage, third-stage, fourth-stage Arhatship
or other stages of sagehood. They felt joyful. Their hearts
raced as they experienced profound happiness. They gazed
at the Thus Come One, their eyes not leaving him for
a moment. With single-minded intent they looked to
Shakyamuni Buddha with unwavering focus, expressing
their sincerity and respect.

53 To be continued
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We cultivators should use electrotherapy to purify the air.
What is electrotherapy? It is meditation. While meditating,
we emit the light of wisdom - an electromagnetic wave. Once
this kind of electromagnetic wave is sent into the air, it can
kill bacteria, transforming polluted air into clean air. This is

called using electrotherapy to cure the diseases of the world.

—Excerpted from Warnings ar the End of the Century,

a compilation of the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Instructional Talks
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