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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

At that time Buddha Wisdom of Pure Flower
Constellation King said to Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice,
“You should not look upon that world lightly, thinking
of it as inferior. Good man, the Saha world has rugged
terrain, including mountains of soil and rock, and is filled
with pollution and vice. The Buddha’s body is inferior and
small. All the Bodhisattvas are also physically small. Your
body is forty-two thousand yojanas in height. My body is
six million eight hundred thousand yojanas in height. Your
body is most superb and upright, with hundreds of millions
of blessings, shining with a brilliance uniquely wonderful.
Yet when you go there, you must not look lightly upon that
world or its Buddha, Bodhisattvas, or lands, thinking of

them as inferior.

Commentary:

At that time Buddha Wisdom of Pure Flower
Constellation King said to Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice,
“You should not look upon that world lightly, thinking
of it as inferior. When you arrive in the Saha world, upon
seeing the rugged places full of filth, you must not despise that
world, thinking the Saha world is really bad. You shouldnt

think it inferior.”
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Good man, the Saha world has rugged terrain, including
mountains of soil and rock, and is filled with pollution
and vice. The Buddha’s body is inferior and small. All the
Bodhisattvas are also physically small. The Saha world, the
world of endurance, is an unpleasant place of varying altitudes
where evil abounds. The living beings there are inferior and
small—the Buddha is tiny, only about sixteen feet tall, and the
Bodhisattvas aren’t the least bit big.

Your body is forty-two thousand yojanas in height. When
the living beings stand at your feet and look at you, they won't
even be able to see your head. My body is six million eight
hundred thousand yojanas in height. Your body is most
superb and upright, with hundreds of millions of blessings,
shining with a brilliance uniquely wonderful. When you get
to the Saha world, you'll tower over Sikyamuni Buddha. Your
appearance is magnificent, and the brilliance from your body is
supreme and wondrous.

Yet when you go there, you must not look lightly upon
that world or its Buddha, Bodhisattvas, or lands, thinking of
them as inferior. Buddha Wisdom of Pure Flower Constellation
King told Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice not to slight Sakyamuni
Buddha and the great Bodhisattvas of the Saha world. Actually,
Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice wouldnt look down on the
beings of the Saha world, so why did Buddha Wisdom of Pure
Flower Constellation King give him this advice? Because some
of the Bodhisattvas who were going to accompany Bodhisattva
Wondrous Voice were Bodhisattvas of the Provisional Vehicle.
Their wisdom was shallow, not profound. The Buddha was afraid
they mightlook down on the Saha world, which would cause them
to fall. Therefore, he told the retinue of Bodhisattva Wondrous
Voice not to judge that world or its Buddha, Bodhisattvas, or

lands as inferior.

Satra:

Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice said to that Buddha, “World
Honored One, I shall now go to the Saha world, and it will
all be due to the power of the Tathagata, the spiritual play of
the Tathagata, and the adornment of merit and wisdom of the
Tathagata.”

50 To be continued
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