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Vimalakirti Sutra—The Prelude to the Major Show
of the Universe Has Now Begun (the End)
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A Dharma Talk Given by Bhikshuni Jin Yu at Gold Buddha Monastery in September 2019
English Translated by Early Bird Translation Team
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(http://www.gbm-online.com/chinese/ )

Editorial note: The Vimalakirti Sutra—the Prelude to the Great Show of the Universe Has Now Begun is pub-

lished up to Chapter One: The Buddhaland. By publishing this Dharma lecture series on the Vimalakirti Sutra, we

hope that those who are interested would continue to study and investigate this Sutra. If you are among them, you

can go to Gold Buddha Monastery’s website http://www.gbm-online.com/chinese/ where you can listen to Jin Yu

Shr’s lecture series (in Chinese).
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CELOEST

The drama’s second build-up to the climax has come: Shariputra said:
“World-Honored One, you just said that if your mind is pure, then your
land is pure. The Saha world is the land in which you teach. But if you
look everywhere, there is not one place that is not the evil world with the
five turbidities. Is this because your mind is not pure so that, as a result,
the world is not pure?” To Shariputra’s straightforward question, his teacher
replied to him speaking not too fast and not too slow, “Look at the sun and
moon in the sky, people who are blind cannot see them; is it the sun and
moon’s problem, or is it the blind person’s problem?”

Shariputra said, “That is a blind person’s problem, it has nothing to do
with the sun or moon.” The Conch-Tufted Brahma King of the Brahma
Heavens said, “What I saw is as pure and clean as the palace of the Heaven
of Self-Mastery. However, Shariputra, what you see is nothing more than
small hills, deserts, and unclean places. Why is this so?” The Brahma King
continued speaking, “Benevolent One, Your mind has the concept of
highs and lows” — in other words, Shariputra had a mind of partiality. A
Bodhisattva holds all living beings in equal regard. Because his body and

mind are pure, so everything that he sees in all places is also pure.



HIRH (% - SR —VIRAE > EAF
F - HAME.QFF > MATEI 2R
AT AR -

E{EHRAE - — LR AR S 4K
RIS - A —RMEREE N EA
SNHEATE - FEARAAER = itk
Stk > BHE LN EERT -~ E
BIWOR - fEEEN A B ARERIM T
RS EIEEE ? ) ek © " W&
FERIATEDE - B AN E5RE A
F7 > o EASMREEHE TR
" IRFT A GAREE T AR S o

PENAC > PhFETHE - F AR
pEERfEH - SE=TF AT RE EH
FEHR AT - IREET & 5 AL L B AL AT
MFE—1% > =T AR THFREERE
BRI - ZRIEPblErr s - E
WAL EREGEREF T - " —1
REBEEARYGH - 5 HEFETRBIEL
WY 7B B =T R T SR A
B o MEEAATEEE o

SN —(EfERE - A A FTEEA
FliBr el IE SRR - Bl B AMERR > IR
J\Ek 2 A A E TR Ay EE > P
BN RARME R R - THAEPREHY
=FRFHFEEG - AstEM
SRR Y O b R A =2 ]
BYEEEA LT - A E G
TS TREIR © AIEER 2K > FRAMTE PLZE
(EECA(BESISRER( et I
i 23 =T R TG FIE A
fez - FMIPTEEI L ERMT A EE
YA AL L BEAATRAE IR T2 A
s > HiEEEAE AR -

PET ARG IERE AT © TIRAER
HER? , SFIESAE - #hai 0 "
WELEZEE T BEML > BT Ay
[ R R R TR ALY N R
FEB YR A > Ry 7 AR R A0y
G BORERIRHTE] 25 HRAY -
M GEE RNERE - RS —EA
HITETEARE » BT LB SE B 2

This reminds me of the experience of another Dharma Master
who once went out with Venerable Master Hua to propagate the
Dharma. When waiting at the crowded San Francisco International
Airport, full of hustle and bustle, where men and women openly
display affection and intimacy, the Venerable Master asked: “What
do you think of this?” He answered: “This is like being in a bathroom;
these people are so polluted!” The Venerable Master, however, looked
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at him very kindly and said: ““What I see is as pure as the Land of
Ultimate Bliss.”

Following this, the Buddha displayed his spiritual powers once
again, pressing his toes against the floor so that before the assembly
there appeared the Three Thousand Great Thousand Worlds. Perhaps
you will argue that you can do the same thing with your computer,
making Three Thousand Great Thousand Worlds appear with a
single click. The difference is that the Buddha can make them appear
at any time and any place, even without a computer; but if you don’t
have a computer, you have no way to display it. “Everyone in the
assembly was amazed and exclaimed he had never seen such things
before.” Thanks to the Buddha’s mighty spiritual powers, everyone
in the assembly is able to observe the sublime Three Thousand Great
Thousand World systems, and everyone is astonished by them.

There is another explanation that I have. Not long ago, Dharma
Master Heng Yi lectured on the consciousness-only doctrine and
said that the myriad dharmas are nothing more than the products
of our consciousness. If we did not have such seeds in our fields
of the eight consciousness, then we would not be able to see these
phenomena ecither. The sublime features of the Three Thousand
Great Thousand World systems that the Buddha showed were just
the manifestations of those seeds in our inherent nature. In other
words, it was just the seeds in our inherent nature that manifest with
the aid of the Buddha’s spiritual power. Therefore, we are convinced
that our inherent nature is no different from that of the Buddhas,
so when the Buddha presented to us the Three Thousand Great
Thousand World systems, what we see are the sublime features of
our own nature. Although we have not cultivated to this level yet, we
are fundamentally replete with them.

Later still, the Buddha asked Shariputra: “Did you see that?”
Shariputra replied: “Yes, I did.” Then the Buddha said: “I have
already cultivated and attained liberation and self-mastery, so my
land is always pure. Because I need to teach and transform living
beings who are in an inferior situation, and because I sympathize
with those living beings, I show my country as filthy. It is like the

food of heaven: because everybody has a different amount of merit
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and virtue, they also have different feelings about the food.” For example,
in Gold Buddha Monastery, everybody has different perceptions about
the lunch being served. The difference is between the amount of an
individual’s merit and virtue, not between the dishes being served. If you
have a large amount of merit and virtue, no matter how coarse the food
is, once it enters your mouth it becomes like “food offerings from the
kitchen of heaven itself.”

We frequently encounter some patients who are extremely hard to
please — why is that? Nothing tastes good to them because their merit
and virtue are almost totally depleted. Take the example of a deva who is
about to fall from the heavens: this deva is restless and can no longer sit
still. This is one of the five signs of a celestial being’s decline. What one
experiences is the same sort of thing — it is all determined by one’s merit
and virtue.

The Buddha’s first spiritual power of transformation is to combine
and merge the five hundred jeweled canopies into one jeweled canopy,
covering the Three Thousand Great Thousand World systems, and
everyone found themselves sitting on lotus flowers and could see the
land’s purity and adornments. Meanwhile, Jewel Accumulation and
the rest of five hundred sons of the elder attained the Patience of Non
Production of Dharmas, which is only attained by Bodhisattvas of the
Eighth Ground and above. Isn't it enviable? What a difference it makes
when the Buddha is living in the world! It was because their roots of
goodness, cultivated over many eons, have matured that they were able
to be born in the time of a Buddha. On our part, we must reflect upon
ourselves, why could they be born in the elder’s household and become
the elder’s sons? They must have their blessings and casual conditions.
Their roots of goodness must have been very deep. Why does the term
“roots of goodness” contain the word “root”? The principle is like this:
If a root grows deeper, the wind and rain cannot pull it out or push it
over; a plant with deep roots will grow and mature fast. Similarly, for
these five hundred sons of the elder, once their conditions ripened, all
they needed was one final push from the Buddha, and then they became
enlightened. First, they brought forth the resolve for Annutara-Samyak-
Sambodhi, and second, they immediately realized the Patience of the
Non Production of Dharmas. Then the Buddha, using his complete
spiritual powers, restored the world to its original state.

All thirty-two thousand people who pursued the Vehicle of Hearers
knew that conditioned dharmas are impermanent. so the sutra continues
to unfold the Mahayana practices of Bodhisattvas with the following
chapters: “Expedient Means,” “Bodhisattvas,” “The Inconceivable
Chapter,” “The Dharma Non-Duality,” and so on. &



