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EANEAR—NEOFEKE The Venerable Master purchased this old mattress factory at
S 18 ’ the end of 1970. During the hundred-day Chan session, he gave

TEEEXRBIK  HEFH he end of he hundred-day Ch h
BHH > EA—FHEIHMALH  instructions on sitting in Chan while leading a group of disciples
2 — H & A to intensively renovate the newly purchased site and make it into

T AR ETEZHHT ly h ly purchased d mak

RBEEE RGN BHE A a monastery. At night, the Venerable Master also lectured for the
WERFFHT - £ L AWH4AE four assemblies. Under his guidance, it took only three and a half
T E={AF H MM > Bl —  months to transform the worn-out mattress factory into a solemn
B R E W RS T E (R — )  Bodhimanda. As the Venerable Master once said, “A Bodhimanda
BB o F A [ s established for the sake of welcoming and guiding many more
L EATHSE S WFE L | » livingbeings.” The establishment of Gold Mountain Monastery can
AL FTHELALELE AH be considered an important milestone in the Venerable Master’s
FRWEE M o mission to extensively propagate the Dharma in the United States.
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A Talk Given by Upasaka Guo Zhan on May 2, 1971 at Gold Moutain Monastery
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It is truly amazing for this building to transform from a factory
into Gold Mountain Monastery. Those who still remember
the situation here four months ago will know what I'm talking
about. Many people believe that this would
not be possible without the blessing power of
the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, which fully
manifested through the bhikshus, bhikshunis,
and laypeople in the monastery. These people
woke up before dawn and began working right
after the hour-long morning recitation. They
would work until lunchtime at 11 a.m. without
any rest and would continue working from
noon until 5:30 or 5:45 p.m., stopping in order to attend the
evening recitation. Then they listened to the lectures at 7 p.m.
They maintained this schedule for about three and a half months.
Their hard work made Gold Mountain Monastery look the way
it does today.

Some people may be thinking, “Since they spent so much time
renovating the monastery, why didn’t they make the place a little
bit more comfortable? Just yesterday, sitting on the (rough) bench
during a meeting of the Sino-American Buddhist Association felt
like sitting on the point of a needle—and for four hours, no less!”

If our bodies get too comfortable, then we fall asleep along
with our brains. Then, when we come to the time of death, we
will constantly wish to find a body that will be comfortable all
throughout our life, causing us to grasp at the first state that
appears. Such a state will come as fast as a flash, and if we cling to
it, we might become a chubby field mouse before we know it. So
to a cultivator, a comfortable body is without any benefit.

Gold Mountain Monastery’s mission is to introduce the
true Buddhadharma and enable everyone to understand it. We
all know that the Buddhadharma pervades everywhere, and
is not confined to any specific building. What really counts is
how to truly understand it, or how to find a place that can help
us truly understand the Proper Dharma. In order to do so, we
need to carefully observe what other people are doing — are they
cultivating a comfortable body or the Buddhadharma? When we
find a place where everyone is cultivating the Buddhadharma,

that is a place where we can go; that place will welcome us to
cultivate the Buddhadharma. &



