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This is an excerpt from the Oral History Project—“The Memoires of Master Hua.” The video series gives you a
glimpse of the Master’s character and methods of teaching through the - previously undocumented - personal
experiences of people who had the opportunity to learn directly from him. This project aims to keep the Master’s
teachings alive through videos of personal accounts that could inspire even those who do not yet know the Master.

The memories and stories of each person interviewed enables us to feel closer to the Master as if we were learning

directly from him ourselves. You are welcome to visit: https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/thememoirsofmasterhua
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Upasaka Doug Powers stated: The Dharma Shifu taught was like

this: He said, “All I'm doing is getting people into touch with their
own nature. I'm not teaching any “isms.” I'm just teaching the
mind ground to get people to recognize their own awareness—the
natural state of being completely aware and bright, completely free
and at ease, when everything is okay with no problems.”

In this state, your mind is comfortable, contented, and it just
observes. From that place you can operate, observe, and become

aware. When Shifu talked about faith, he says, “Faith means having
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faith in living beings’ inherent nature.” He describes
faith as “believing in,” not “worshipping.” So when
you talk to people, the first step is to believe in their
inherent natures. In this way, you will always stand on
the same-shared position with others.

The first thing that Shifu always did was to find
out a person’s causes and conditions. Then with that
person’s benefits in mind, he used skillful expedients
to teach them. He did not try to prove that you are
a Buddhist or you are smarter than he was. As soon
as you engage in comparative situations, Shifu would
give you some “head smashing.” Anytime you had such
thoughts where you try to prove you were a noteworthy
person in Buddhism, he'd immediately stop you.

I remember the time when we had a bunch of people
protesting outside the temple’s mountain gate. We had
a religious conference here and there was a bunch of
fundamentalists outside the gate, demonstrating for
Jesus, against the “heathens.” When we told Shifu that
there were people demonstrating outside the gate, Shifu
said, “Great, bring them in.” Some of us said, “No,” so
Shifu said, “Okay, then I will try it.”

Shifu got into his little golf cart and went out to
talk to them. He said, “Come in, come in! We'll put
you in the first row; you can present, you'll be the first
presenter, so we want to hear what you have to say.”
Shifu invited them and continued: “You know, it’s
really hot out here—(it was like one of those 110 degree
afternoons)—it’s really hot out here demonstrating,
why don’t you come in and demonstrate inside where
it’s cooler? Not only that, you can have the platform.
You guys talk, we'll stop; you guys must have some
really good insights, and we want to listen to them.” So
they followed Shifu in with their signs and they sat in
the front row, prepared to present to us their thoughts.
Then we all sat there, and they presented their views,
and everybody responded with a positive attitude. Shifu
sat there listening, and says, “Ah, that’s an interesting

point.” Then he would ask a couple questions about it.

The Venerable Master’s Own Words: Last year, when

we held a religious studies conference, I encountered a
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problem on the first day. What problem? There was a... I don’t
know what it’s called— New Jesus Religion, New Christianity,
or New Catholicism group. I dont exactly know their names.
When we just started the conference, on the first day and they
were already at our doorstep, holding up signs with slogans
written in English:

Your demonic ways cannot be hidden from Jesus, Jesus has long
seen through your tricks.

They were demonstrating like that at the entrance. My
disciples were so frightened that they came to me trembling and
said, “There are many people demonstrating at the entrance!
What should we do? It’s not a good scene; do we need to think
of a way to confront them?”

I said, “So they are demonstrating. Demonstrating is good.
I'll go and give them a kowtow. I guess theyll leave after a
kowtow.” These disciples of mine, how would they know how
to kowtow? You ask them to kowtow, and no matter what you
do, they still would be clueless. I said, “If you all don’t know, I
will go and give a half bow to them and they would probably
understand. Alright, I will go and try it out.”

So I rode my golf cart, the car used when people play golf. I
don’t know how to play golf, but in the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, I have a tiny car like that. Although my vehicle
is small, it can fit seven to eight people. The Great Vehicle
(Mahayana Buddhism) is also like this, so I brought a blonde,
stern-looking disciple.

He is my dark-faced god in the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas (CTTB). What is a dark-faced god? This man is an
American; Americans are tall and large, as tall as me, and their
bones are also very large. So I asked him to go along with me
to translate. He looked like a god from the heavens with a
commanding presence, and a ferocious aura. He followed me
and helped me translate wherever I went.

I said to the people protesting: “All of you, my friends, are
getting baked here in the sun, sweating all over. Would you all
please come inside the CTTB to demonstrate? I welcome you
to come inside.” I said told them that I have many trees inside,
and many buildings too. “If you are inside, you won’t be so
uncomfortable demonstrating under the trees; you won't be
baked in the sun. If you are willing, if you feel tired under the
trees, you are invited to come into the building to demonstrate,
demonstrate inside the building. If you feel tired from standing

while demonstrating, you may sit down to demonstrate. If
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you're tired from sitting down, you may lie down to demonstrate;
when lying down to demonstrate, if you fall asleep while lying
down, that is even better.”

“If you feel cold, I will give you a blanket to let you cover
yourselves up when you come inside. If you are thirsty, I have
water for you to drink; if you're willing to drink tea, I have tea
for all of yous; if you're willing to drink coffee, I have coffee for all
of yous; if you're willing to drink soda, I have soda for all of you.
Whatever you need, I will offer it to you for your demonstrating
purposes here. If you're hungry you can eat here; if you feel sleepy
you can sleep here.”

“Everyone, were all friends when you come inside to
demonstrate. If you feel that the demonstrations are not strong
enough, and you want to scold me; I welcome you to scold me.
If you feel that scolding is not intense enough, and you want
to hit me, I will certainly not retaliate. I will let you hit me to
your heart’s desire; even if you hit me, I still welcome you to
demonstrate against me. If your anger has not subsided, you can

grab a knife and kill me. I am also willing. I will not resist. Why

am I so stupid? Why am I like this? It’s because I have Jesus’ spirit.”

Once I said this, these friends all looked at each other, not
knowing what to say to one another; they were all silent. They
knew in their hearts, and understood deeply inside without having
to say anything, and then they laid down their signs and went
home. They changed their clothes from sloppy outfits, so that
they no longer looked like vegabonds. They changed into smart
Western suits and came back to attend the conference, increasing
our number of participants. The newly added participants
strengthened our group power. There we discussed and shared
each other’s opinions on how to improve religious institutions,
how we should deal with interpersonal relationships respectfully
and other related subjects—we had a very joyful conference.

At the end, a priest at the conference said of these people,
“We really cannot afford to provoke them. Every year, these kinds
of people give us a lot of trouble. We can only call the police to
drive them away, but even after driving them away, they still come
back; they simply cannot be gotten rid of. They just wouldn’t
budge, these hoodlums. The method that you used today, it is the
best method. We would like to also use this method in the future,
learn from you.” I said, “This is not my method. It’s the kung fu
(skill) of patience in Buddhism.” &
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