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2020 Year-In-Review

TE X

HME nF

By Hui Gu

English translated by Miguel Gracia-Zhang

20204 /&= A\ JHEE 52
FEEZRN—&F
Wi e 5K - ¥
NI g i Rl JT i HY
(LR RAES - SEEENES
B EEAETD
AR 0 Sl EFEEKR
W RE C RE
= B BN S KR
o RKIEFEARK » =
BREHE - R EEAE -

FEGE R S i iH 4
MARE—5F > RSB
W S SLEG I ARE H IR E - DA
BT AL ERNTIE & F0rLES
FEG LR - FEEIRS A ZEHAE
Wh0 - UM E2020557 548557 S iEY
=

) -

) g ST oy
deasiannd

e
B|wilIPAl|
1 2R

NIEBURFPGERE » B = H e
A ARERE A B H - RIRE
A/ VIR o S &S A BRI AR
Ve o fESEERHY AR E A E R

2020 has been a dark and turbulent year in
human history. The coronavirus pandemic has
raged across the globe, profoundly impacting
all aspects of life. In the United States, where
the virus is most severe, there have also been
protests to end racial discrimination, which
has triggered conflicts, violence, and unrest in
cities across the country. At the height of the
summer, several western states were also hit
by large wildfires started by severe lightning
storms, which burned through the autumn.
It seemed there would be no end to natural
disasters all around the world.

During this year of natural and manmade disasters, the
Dharma Realm Buddhist Association and its branch monasteries
have continued their daily activities, bringing about peace and
stability through practice. Several branch monasteries moved
their Dharma assemblies online, allowing people from all over
the world to participate. The following are reflections on 2020

from DRBA branch monasteries throughout the world.

The United States
Northern California
The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

The City has been closed to visitors since March, following
the government’s regulations regarding COVID. To reduce

exposure to the residents in case there is an outbreak, the City
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has been divided into different social bubbles decreasing group sizes and
reducing the possibility of spread to all the residents. The elderly nuns in the
Tower of Blessings are one such bubble. In addition to morning and evening
ceremonies in the Tower of Blessings, the elderly monastics sometimes join
other CTTB ceremonies online. Dorm students and teachers are another
bubble. The largest bubble is made up of monastics and lay volunteers
who are permanent residents, who continue to attend morning and evening
ceremony, meal offering, universal bowing, recitation of the Avatamsaka
Sutra, and bowing the Greatr Compassion Repentance. The response to
COVIDhas dramatically altered how these ceremonies are conducted:
people observe six feet of social distancing, some ceremonies were shortened,
face masks are required, and there is no circumambulation. Merit and virtue
accrued from daily practices are transferred to the elimination of disasters
and all living beings leaving suffering and attaining bliss.

Since the Summer 2020 Guanyin Session, large Dharma assemblies
including the Guanyin Session, Earth Store Session, and Amitabha Session
have been in-person for residents and online for non-residents. Regular
online sessions include whole-day events on Saturdays and the Great
Compassion Repentance and Laypeople Precepts classes on Tuesdays. Many
participants said that joining online group practice is more powerful than
practicing on one’s own. However, Chan meditation requires silence and
is therefore not considered as suitable for a virtual setting. The three-day
Chan session at the end of November had only four one-hour sits in the
afternoon. The original three-week winter Chan retreat was shortened to
eight sitting periods a day, where morning and evening ceremonies as well
as the meal offering will be kept as usual.

During the pandemic, the first phase of the construction of the
Wonderful Enlightenment Buddhist Institute slowed down. Five of the
planned nine buildings have been completed and two have been started.
However, construction was halted during the winter. Renovation of the
Earth Store Building continued until the beginning of the fall while work
on the Mountain Gate entered the last stage of engraving and is projected

for completion during the first half of 2021.

Gold Mountain Monastery

Gold Mountain Monastery is located in San Francisco’s Chinatown,
which was also one of the sites of Black Lives Matter protests this summer.
While many shops and banks in Chinatown were broken into and looted,
Gold Mountain Monastery was untouched. During the pandemic, all
Sunday ceremonies in Gold Mountain Monastery were moved online, as
was Emperor Liang’s Repentance in November. Despite this, its memorial

plaques remained fully booked during the Emperor Liang’s Repentance.
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Berkeley Buddhist Monastery

Before the pandemic, Berkeley Buddhist Monastery (BBM)
had already been doing online lectures for years Now, BBM has
moved all of its daily ceremonies online and all of the Dharma
Masters lecture online. In response to the hundreds of wildfires
that have raged in California since August, BBM began a special
online Great Compassion Mantra recitation ceremony. During
the Amitabha session in December, BBM transmitted the Eight
Precepts online. The mother of one of the Dharma Masters said
that following online sessions helped her be more vigorous in her

practice than before the pandemic.

Gold Sage Monastery

Gold Sage Monastery, located in eastern San Jose, closed
shortly after a three-week Avatamsaka Session in February
2020. Starting in May, it began its Sunday morning online
lecture series on the Shurangama Sutra. In August, when two
large wildfires were near San Jose, the Dharma Masters in Gold
Sage Monastery recited the Great Compassion Mantra 108 times
a day. After many days, the danger passed and the evacuation
warning was lifted. In September, the Earth Store Session was
held online. In November, Emperor Liang’s repentance was
held online, and monks from the Berkeley Buddhist Monastery
were invited to transmit the Eight Precepts. Disciples who go to
Gold Sage Monastery said that they were happy to see Dharma

Masters online and bow in repentance with them.

City of the Dharma Realm

Since the pandemic, all Dharma assemblies have been
only open for residents. However, weekly bilingual (English
and Chinese) 1.5-hour classes are still offered online: Friday’s
precepts class, Saturday’s Reflections in Water and Mirrors class,
and Sunday’s Eight Virtues class. Before the pandemic, the
City of the Dharma Realm had already begun preparations for
building the Great Jeweled Buddha Hall. They have had more

time for preparations since the Pandemic.

Southern California
Blessings, Prosperity, and Longevity Monastery; Gold Wheel
Monastery; and Long Beach Monastery
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Gold Wheel Monastery in Los Angeles and Long Beach Monastery in
Long Beach have both closed their doors and their residents are practicing
in seclusion. Blessings, Prosperity, and Longevity Monastery in Long
Beach holds a Shurangama Mantra recitation session online every day
from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m, followed by the Evening Ceremony, also online;

these ceremonies create Dharma affinities with all participants.

Washington State
Gold Summit Monastery

Gold Summit Monastery made several adjustments to its Dharma
assemblies in 2020 because of the pandemic. For example, all the Sunday
ceremonies were changed to two hours of Shurangama Mantra recitation
in the morning and 1.5 hours of the Grear Compassion Mantra. The
Amitabha Session in December was also changed to an online Grear
Compassion Mantra session. At the end 02018, Gold Summit Monastery
purchased the office building across the street. During the pandemic, the
monastery was able to slowly but steadily repair and organize this office
building. The hope is that after the pandemic, a larger, renovated Gold

Summit Monastery will be able to welcome more people.

Maryland: Avatamska Vihara

The pandemic is the time to be even more diligent in our practice.
After temporarily closing in March, Dharma Masters in the Avatamsaka
Vihara recite the Shurangama Mantra two hours every morning and
bow the Great Compassion Repentance and recite the Great Compassion
Mantra many times every afternoon. On Sunday, the monastery
alternates between bowing the Medicine Master Repentance and the Water
Repentance, all online. The vihara is located in the country’s capital area
and with the Dharma Masters practicing peacefully and quietly, it is
hoped that everyone in the country can get through the pandemic safely.

Canada
British Columbia : Gold Buddha Monastery

After closing its doors in March, Gold Buddha Monastery in
Vancouver resumed some of its normal ceremonies in August. It has
restarted classes on the Shurangama Sutra on Mondays and Tuesdays,
but moved the discussions online. The popular liberating-life ceremonies
have had to be cancelled because the number of people who normally
participated exceeded the prescribed limits for preventing the spread of
the virus. Currently, [people in] Gold Buddha Monastery bow the Grear
Compassion Repentance every day and recite the Earth Store Sutra every

Sunday, dedicating the merit to an early end of the pandemic.
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Alberta: Avatamsaka Monastery

When the pandemic started, Avatamsaka Monastery set up a large
plaque for COVID-19. As the plaque is for a virus that has swept the
whole world, the monastery has already recited the Flower Adornment
Sutra once, bowed the 10,000 Buddhas Jeweled Repentance twice and
Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance once, and held a month long Earth
Store Session. The monastery has announced that they are closed to the
public but open to volunteers who come regularly, provided everyone
follows government regulations and the number of volunteers is within
the prescribed limit for preventing the spread of the virus. The Dharma
Masters [at Avatamsaka Monastery] believe that the virtue of practicing
with diligence and helping both oneself and others will bring about

proper energy and thus benefit heaven and earth.

Asia
Hong Kong

The Buddhist Lecture Hall and Cixing Monastery both closed
in accordance with government regulations, which allowed for both
places to undergo repairs. Cixing Monastery hosted a Great Compassion
Mantra lecture course three times a week starting in October and the
course was completed by the end of December. The monastery plans to

hold a Sixth Patriarchs Platform Sutra lecture course in 2021.

Malaysia

Malaysia is one of the countries with a serious COVID outbreak.
All five DRBA branch monasteries in Malaysia have been closed to
the public since March 18. They have also stopped their Buddhist
classes with the exception of the online Dharma assemblies offered by
Dharma Realm Guanyin Sagely Monastery. When the outbreak was
severe, the kindergarten at Dharma Affinities Sagely Monastery was
moved online. As the situation improved, children were allowed to

return to class in groups taking turns each week.

Taiwan

Taiwan has been quite successful in managing the COVID. As a
result, all Dharma Realm Buddhist Association branch monasteries
in Taiwan have gradually reopened in coordination with government
regulations. These include Taipei Dharma Realm Buddhist Books
Distribution Society, Amitabha Monastery in Hualien, and Dharma
Realm Sagely Monastery in Kaohsiung. Starting in October 2020,
they all opened up for the laypeople to join their Dharma assemblies
provided that participants register beforehand and wear face masks.

Taipei Dharma Realm bows the Great Compassion Repentance every
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afternoon, and has shortened its Sunday ceremonies to half-day, with
a full day of ceremonies only once a month. Amitabha Monastery
in Hualien continues to hold a three-day Shurangama Session once
a month and a one day Amitabha session to practice the Pure Land
Dharma door. After Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery in Kaohsiung
reopened, they have been hosting an Avatamsaka session and a
Shurangama Mantra session two Sundays a month. They have also
hosted a Guanyin Session and an Amitabha Session, and transmitted
the Eight Precepts. They have lectures every day on the Shurangama
Sutra, the Dbharma Flower Sutra, the Avatamsaka Sutra, and National

Master Ching Liang’s Prologue to the Avatamsaka Sutra.

Australia

Gold Coast Dharma Realm closed to the public on March 21,
2020. In late May, the monastery gradually relaxed its restrictions in
a partial reopening. Disciples there have to apply and be approved by
the monastery before attending ceremonies or events. However, the
monastery announced it was shutting down again before Christmas.

After the pandemic struck, Gold Coast Dharma Realm called on
its Buddhist community to participate actively in ceremonies and
lectures online. It kept in contact with the community through social
media platforms: its website, Facebook, WeChat, Line, and more. Since
February 2, Gold Coast Dharma Realm began a group effort online
to recite the Shurangama mantra one million times, transferring the
merit accrued to the pandemic ending soon. They reached 710,000
times by the end of December.

Currently, the monastery includes the following in its weekly
schedule: recitation of the Universal Door Chapter on Saturday
morning, recitation of the Shurangama Mantra and dedication of
merit in the Rebirth Hall on Saturday afternoon, and Rev. Heng
Sure’s lectures on the Avatamsaka Sutra at noon on Sundays. In the
second half of 2020, the monastery held a Medicine Master Buddha
Sesion, Earth Store session, Guanyin Session, Shurangama Session,
and Amitabha Session — all online.

During the pandemic, construction to expand Gold Coast
Dharma Realm continued, including work on its kitchen, dining
hall, donation department, and mountain gate. The work is almost
complete.

The silver lining of this once-in-a-century pandemic is that both
monastics and laypeople have had the opportunity to work harder in
their practice. As the saying goes: “As long as people cultivate well,
then the monastery is successful,” and then society can be safe and all
beings at peace. We hope that when the pandemic is over, more people

can uncover the light of their inherent nature. #





