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Thoughts Turn Straight and True

O

A Dharma Talk Given by Dharma Master Heng Chih at Gold Buddha Monastery on April 16, 2017

Chinese Translated by Bhikshuni Jin Jing and Janet Lee
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Wonderful Enlightenment Mountain. In >

2015, we bought a property in Ukiah and

established the Sudhana Center, located

close to the western hills of the Ukiah
Valley.

The Sudhana Center is owned by the
Dharma Realm Buddhist Association and
managed by Dharma Realm Buddhist
University. It is a place where we hold
conferences, sessions, meditation sittings,
and offer space for local groups’ activities.
The center provides classrooms and
residences for the selected students, staff, and faculty of Dharma
Realm Buddhist University.

Sudhana is the Sanskrit name of the Youth Good Wealth.

In the Buddha Hall at Sudhana Center, a life-size image of him

stands in front and to the left of a very large statue of Guanyin

Bodhisattva and before images of the Three Sages of the West.

A matching life-size statue of the Dragon Girl stands in front
and to the right of Guanyin, opposite Good Wealth. They are
exquisite jade-carved images.

A meditation room adjacent to the Buddha Hall originally
had seven dark-hued stained-glass windows. To replace these with

more translucent windows that will let in more light, Professor
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Doug Power’s wife, Caroline Hanson, designed and created seven
colorful stained-glass lotus-blossom windows.

In addition to the stained-glass lotus windows, Caroline also created
the three stile mural panels of Amitabha Buddha, and Guanyin and
Great Strength Bodhisattvas that are set behind the Guanyin statue in
the Buddha Hall at Sudhana Center.

A Dharma-protector and his family donated the Youth Sudhana
and the Dragon Girl images. He is a cardiac surgeon who has performed
more than 8,000 surgeries, and hopes to complete 10,000 before he
retires. Guanyin Bodhisattva’s heart of great compassion must indeed
be moved by this!

Now I will share a verse composed by the Venerable Master:

Innocence found, vibrancy abounds!

Thoughts turn straight and true.

Tame the mind. Let things go. That is the vital clue.

As the earth dissolves, dualities will, too.

When space is shattered to smithereens, distinction-making will end.
A single efficacious light shines throughout the Dharma Realm.
Hold that pearl of wisdom! Keep that mani gem close!

Transcending the defiled and pure, coming and going no longer occur.

The pulse will stop, thoughts cease, and the mad mind will be at peace.

This is a great one for you to memorize to take into your meditation.
When you get bored, you can recite this verse and ask who you are. I
believe, if 'm not mistaken, that this was partly written for the monks
Heng Sure and Heng Chau on their three-step-one-bow pilgrimage,
because they really worked hard on bowing, and had achieved some
advantages in their cultivation of the Way, so I think the last line has
something to do with that.

Innocence found, vibrancy abounds! Thoughts turn straight and
true. The first premise is that we come unsoiled; we are a blank page.
But quite soon, our habits develop. This is not necessarily a Buddhist
perspective on a newborn child, but it is a very popular one. Young
students at Instilling Goodness Elementary School learn the Chinese

Three-Character Classic and know this by heart:

People at birth, are naturally good.

Their natures are similar; their habits become different.

Tame the mind. Let things go. That is the vital clue. 1 thought this
was a rather good definition of what it means to be innocent. In Daoism,

you'll see an old fellow with a white beard and red cheeks looking like
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a kid. This is a manifestation of the “innocence of a child.”

As the earth dissolves, dualities will, too. / When space
is shattered to smithereens, distinction-making will end.
The mind we use is primarily the sixth consciousness. And
it’s very busy. The mind has to define everything working
with the sixth consciousness to evaluate, criticize, and to
figure out if something is good for us or not. When we sit
in meditation this week, we should apply effort to stopping
the sixth consciousness mind and getting rid of some of
the habits embedded in us.

A single efficacious light shines throughout the
Dharma Realm. / Hold that pearl of wisdom! Keep that
mani gem close! In the Master’s preface to Reflections in
Water Mirroring Heaven: Records of Turning the Tide of
Destiny, he says, “Here’s why I am writing this book.” The
essence of what he hopes to be able to communicate in all

the many essays he wrote is as follows:

Our inherent vision is fascinating in all its endless
aspects. Who wouldn’t like to experience this wonder?
To do so we must quickly purify our mind, strive towards
goodness, bring forth vigor and courage, and firmly resolve
to realize Bodhi. Then we will be able to help vast numbers
of beings cross to the Other Shore. There we will happily
join gatherings of especially good people. Bodhisattvas who

never retreat from the Way will be our enduring companions.

The Master is talking about Amitabha , ==
Buddha’s Pure Land. Holding on to the
mani gem is to “keep the resolve, purify
our minds, strive towards goodness,
bring forth vigor and courage, and firmly —
resolve to realize Bodhi” To that we
should adhere firmly!

So then Transcending the defiled

and pure, coming and going no longer
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and the mad mind will be at peace. The
Master’s Heart Sutra Verses Without Stand clearly explain
these eight lines. It’s really good to memorize those eight

lines so they are easy to recall in your meditation, because

these Heart Sutra verses talk about deep meditative states.
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