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Whenever one encounters a Buddha image, a sutra, an object or
a piece of paper inscribed with the word “Buddha” that was put in a
defiled place, one should quickly pick it up with both hands and place
it somewhere clean. When seeing someone behaving disrespectfully
towards Buddha images or sutras, one should wait for an appropriate
occasion to sit down alone with that person, and then gently explain and
advise them on proper conduct. Buddha images should not be placed in
a bedroom. If one does put a Buddha image in one’s bedroom, then one
should remain sitting rather than lying down when in the room; if one
has to lie down, it should not be for long, much less should one place a
chamber pot inside the room. Because wherever there is a Buddha image,
there is a Buddha, therefore, how could we possibly be disrespectful?

Usually we see that worldly people show great respect for and are
awe-inspired by the principles of sutras, however, they often have
little regard for Buddha images or sutras because they assume that the
Buddhadharma is something separate from Buddha images and sutras.
They do not realize that by respecting Buddha images and sutras they
are developing their own virtuous conduct and character. Unknowingly,
they disrespect Buddha images and sutras; where do they think these
wondrous principles of the Buddhadharma come from? Hence everyone,

no matter who it is, should show respect for Buddha images and sutras.

2. Respecting the Dharma

Any monastic or layperson should light and offer incense before
reading sutras or the vinaya, then sit upright as if face-to-face with the
Buddha. One should not hold a sutra or touch a Buddha image with
unclean hands. Before reading a sutra, one should meditate for a short

while, then silently recite the following verse for opening a sutra:
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The supreme and wondrous Dharma,

Subtle and profound, rarely is encountered,

Even in billions of eons.

But now we see and hear it, and accept it reverently,

May we truly understand the Buddha’s actual meaning.

After reciting the verse, release the palms, gently open the sutra, and then
start reading. When reading, one should strive to understand the meaning of
each and every word, and to absorb them — into the heart; one should not
be careless or casual, nor skip or skim through the texts, and end up with a
shallow understanding.

When reading or reciting sutras, dress properly, preferably in Buddhist
attire, such as a “hai qing”(black robe). Except for the sutras, incense burners,
and a reading lamp, the table for reading should be cleared of all miscellaneous
items such as tea or fruit. Writing implements such as pens, brushes, and ink-
stone should be set aside and placed elsewhere. When there is dust on a sutra,
one should not use one’s mouth to blow it away. Instead one should wipe it off
with a piece of clean cloth or tissue. After reading, close the sutra properly and
put it away neatly. When taking a pause, bookmark the page (with a slip of
paper or other bookmark) with one end of the bookmark slightly protruding;
do not fold the corner of the pages. Do not read in a messy place. If one has
distracting thoughts, one should close the sutra properly, and take a break.
Only when the distracting thoughts are gone, should one open the sutra again.

When guests, senior monastics, or fellow practitioners come to visit, one
should first close the sutra if one is reading one before offering any greetings or
starting any conversations. With a sutra still on the table, avoid talking about
mundane matters, laughing, telling jokes, speaking loudly, spitting, blowing
or wiping one’s nose. If coughing, one should cough into the elbow. When
one gains insight from reading sutras, wait until the reading or recitation is
over to take notes if needed. One should not write in the margins of sutra
texts. When hand-copying sutras or Vinaya texts, use a print-writing style
and apply fine penmanship. One should not scribble or scrawl out lines from
sutras in messy handwriting however one pleases. When copying out sutras,
one should avoid omissions, inconsistencies, and errors.

One should make offerings to sutras or other canonical texts in accord
with the Dharma. The twenty-fourth minor precept of the Brahma Net
Sutra says, “A disciple of the Buddha... should use the seven precious things,
priceless incense and flowers, and other precious treasures to make and adorn
covers and cases to store the Sutras an Moral Codes. Hence, if he fails to make
offerings to the Sutras and Moral Codes in accordance with the Dharma, he
violates this Minor Precept and commits a defiling offense.” Upon seeing any

damaged sutras, one should quickly restore it to a good or like-new condition.
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