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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Filial Beggar Wu Xun (continueq)
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Composed by the Venerable Master Hua on January 9, 1987
English Translated by Early Bird Translation Team

That's when he suddenly realized that it was a huge disadvantage to be
illiterate. However, it was too late for him to study, so he vowed to build
a school for all the children in his hometown so that they wouldn’t grow
up to become like him, illiterate and easily tricked by others. He started
to save money, little by little. After a while,, he saved up enough to build a
free school. There were many delinquents among the students, and when
they found out that the school had been built by a beggar, they thought,
“What good can we learn from this beggar?” They were mischievous while
they studied at school, and the teachers had no way to control those rascals.
Maybe, many of the uncivilized villagers were uneducated.

When Wu Xun saw the students making mistakes, violating school
rules, or disrespecting the teachers’ orders, he would kneel and repent
before the students and the teachers saying, “It’s all my fault. The students
are doing a good job, and the teachers are kind and compassionate.” He
begged the teachers to try their best to teach the students more diligently
and patiently. Gradually, the teachers became less angry and taught more
conscientiously, and the students, moved by the beggar’s kneeling, stopped
bullying him, and studied harder. He set up a total of four public schools.
How many students graduated from his schools? There is no way to verify
this. As a beggar, he was able to save money little by little and set up public
schools, which is a very rare and difficult achievement. Nothing could
have changed what he aspired to do. The whole nation regarded him as a
role model, and people everywhere were deeply influenced by his actions.
Everyone thought that if a beggar could build a school, then they should
be able to do even more to educate others. As the saying goes “Whatever
the leader does, the followers are more likely to completely submerge
themselves in it. The more virtue you have, the more power you have.”

Wu Xun accomplished a very noble feat during his time. I believe at that

Decemser 2020 VARA BobHi SEa | 15



ER ‘ BIOGRAPHIES

AHF > RELUMT SRR S > B
R MR EEEC AR
R REESHY - EEAER - 2IH
RILHEY - BIREREL Z 5
B A2 EIMAYREEE - REGEHEEAR
FEHY A DU ER - AR AP A 2 A
Hy > & R SRR > BOF ILEE
Freg T EAEEFE S TRAERES
B2 JEL . NAZR S FE e
5 HHEIHE M E RS - AEE R
Hy—2Elfak ~ 'Bik - BT H - #E
B ARG E - ATt E EA
R AEMENA - ERRFAERR
A PEEEE —KREE—RYF > A F
HEBITE - A &AM ER
A4 o "R NI A & HYEET - B
DIFFfgal /U > Aitds -

Ry frIEny TOKSREI R $k ) 2 B
ENEER > BEMLUEE AZF
AL Rk ¢ FEEIGE > A Z WL -
"OKEE KM A o 8T HIAE
RARAEEN > BEEEEERER
B REBREAEREWER > HE
K H o At - AR > Frll
BRI IERY - #EZEIRDIER > (HE
WA ERE > ERAHEZT
A AR - I AREMA
T > AR A Al SR B E A 4
Y > Bt ABRAMTEE (8 BT 22 Sl Y
BIE > SFERMHIAD - MANEE
EEMmA - AERMNEC - M
A BUEEA IR - BHE(E TR
HEL G AERR > SZO8%HEERE]
4 o MR ERE - AR
o BEFETAREIR A REZF
o NS BEREAANARTE
— > AF D REAVIAE > (RAE
WE - RERE - Z -4 H A4
FIRIRETT - M el > FRADA L -
= RK AR CR o R m A
Koo WU~ AER e T~ AEF - 73
AT = -

16| EMERE —0_O0F+_AH

time many people who pursued fame and profit, many corrupted
officials and governors fighting each other for power and money,
all felt ashamed and repented. It is a pity that people like this are
born few and far in between. If people like Wu Xun were born all
the time, China would become better day by day. There would be
no corruption and people wouldn’t fight each other anymore. It
is too bad that we don’t have many people with such noble spirits
anymore; modern society is chaotic and disorderly, this problem is
difficult to resolve.

Why is it called, Reflections in the Water-Mirror: Turning the Tide
of Destiny? The purpose of this book is to teach readers to follow
good moral examples, to learn from the mistakes of others, to mirror
good moral conduct, and to work on one’s behavior. “Water mirror”
refers to the moon’s reflection on the surface of the water, and the
flower’s reflection on the surface of a mirror. Actually they are not
real. My purpose is to help turn things around.

But even images reflected on the surfaces of water and mirrors
are hard to grasp and difficult to realize. Those reflections are like
shadows without substantial form. It is uncertain whether I will be
able to realize my goal. However, I am not deterred by an unlikely
outcome. [ will try in all earnestness to make the best of my situation.
If we give up when things seem hopeless, then the world will never
become a better place.

So, everyone, as human beings, should take responsibility and
work diligently at becoming better people. This responsibility means
doing everything we can to benefit others rather than ourselves. To
benefit others means to bring merit and virtue to all the people
around us, so that everyone can benefit from those actions; but this
also means that we must be virtuous enough ourselves to inspire
others. To benefit others further means we should help everybody,
everywhere around the world.

In order to reach this goal, there are six guidelines at the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas.

1. No fighting: If someone wants something, then I don’t want
it. I only take things that no one else wants. I only pick the
things that people throw away.

2. No greed: We should give up all (the) fame, profit, and power,
including the five roots to hell, which are greed for wealth,
sex, fame, food, and sleep.

. No pursuing: I never seek anything outside.
. No selfishness.
. No self-benefiting.
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. No lying. $0To be continued





