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The Flower Adornment Sutra
with Commentary
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CHAPTER EIGHT:
THE Four NoBLE TRUTHS

#43THR Revised version

CRINNE 3.3 Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
MESF R B Lk EncE English Translated by the International Translation Institute

FEEfhT 1 CRRSERE YRR R Disciples of the Buddha! Manjushri Bodhisattva calls

P& AT | BRAR I S6 T > ShjE  out again. Since you are all disciples of the Buddha, you
S0 B [ PO S 2R > DL DU B SR R should understand the principle of Four Noble Truths and

458 - its various names.

MR R - ff S S G RE The Noble Truth of Suffering in this Saha World has
IR e L ey T Many other names in the world called Unique and Rare.
move o {EINERL DRSNS T Y AT Perhaps it is called indulging in precarious desires.
I « Some countries name the Truth of Suffering “indulging in

precarious desires.” If you delight in engaging in the five
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desires—wealth, sex, fame, food, and sleep — it is extremely
dangerous. This will lead to many complications and suffering.

Perhaps it is called place of bonds and fetters. Some
countries named the Truth of Suffering “place of bonds and
fetters.” This is a place in which one gets tied up by afHlictions.

Perhaps it is called deviant practices. Some countries
named the truth of suffering “deviant practices.” Every action

is based on deviant knowledge, deviant views, and perverse

't practices.
aaflEl T BRI TARET s BRI ST Perhaps it is called corresponding reception. Some
TEHAREVENT - B e - countries named the Truth of Suffering “corresponding

ek #BE~Z ) - BCEAEEZR > e reception.” If you run after your desires and create karma,
& " e e TRz IRBEEREYAK then you will receive the corresponding retribution.
EMO EEEER - Perhaps it is called lacking remorse and shame. Some

Mok 44 MENIC ) - SR E AR countries named the Truth of Suffering “lacking remorse and
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shame.” One engaged in practices with no shame or modesty.

Perhaps it is called root of greed and desire. Some countries
named the Truth of Suffering “greed and desire.” Suffering is the
source of lust and craving.

Perhaps it is called like the Ganges River. Some countries
named the Truth of Suffering “like the Ganges River.” The flow of
afflictions is likened to the Ganges River, whose currents perpetually
rage ceaselessly.

Perhaps it is called constant depravity. Some countries named
the Truth of Suffering “constant depravity.” It constantly destroys
good roots so that they won’t grow and flourish.

Perhaps it is called nature of a huge flame. Some countries named
the Truth of Suffering “nature of a huge flame.” A huge conflagration
is extremely harmful for it consumes everything.

Perhaps it is called much worry and vexation. Some countries
named the Truth of Suffering “much worry and vexation.” Suffering
is characterized by much worry, distress, and vexation.

All these many various names talk about the Truth of Suffering.

Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha, in the world called Unique and Rare,
the Noble Truth of the Accumulation of Suffering is perhaps called
expansive field, perhaps called able to tend toward, perhaps called
far removed from wisdom, perhaps called impeding, perhaps
called horror and apprehension, perhaps called indulgence and
laxness, perhaps called possessive grasping, perhaps called place
of attachment, perhaps called lord of the house, and perhaps
called tied up.

Commentary:

All disciples of the Buddha! Manjushri Bodhisattva calls out
again. In the world called Unique and Rare, the noble Truth of the
Accumulation of Suffering has many various names.

Perhaps it is called much worry and vexation. Some countries
named the Truth of the Accumulation of Suffering “much worry and
vexation.” Suffering is characterized by much worry, distress, and
vexation.

Perhaps it is called expansive field. Some countries named the
Truth of the Accumulation of Suffering “expansive field.” It is a large
place where extensive afflictions are gathered together.

Perhaps it is called able to tend toward the three evil paths.

Some countries named the Truth of the Accumulation of Suffering
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“able to tend toward the three evil paths.”

Perhaps it is called far removed from wisdom. Some
countries named the Truth of the Accumulation of Suffering “far
removed from wisdom.” One is far away from prajna wisdom.

Perhaps it is called impeding. Some countries named the
Truth of the Accumulation of Suffering “impeding.” It hampers
you with many difhiculties and adversities.

Perhaps it is called horror and apprehension. Some
countries named the Truth of the Accumulation of Suffering
“horror and apprehension.” One is constantly oppressed by
feelings of fear and paranoia.

Perhaps it is called indulgence and laxness. Some countries
named the Truth of the Accumulation of Suffering “indulgence
and laxness.” One is very lax and doesn’t follow the rules; this
inevitably leads to afflictions.

Perhaps it is called possessive grasping. Some countries
named the Truth of the Accumulation of Suffering “possessive
grasping.” Here afflictions assemble and merge together.

Perhaps it is called place of attachment. Some countries
named the Truth of the Accumulation of Suffering “place of
attachment.” This is the place to which living beings are attached.

Perhaps it is called lord of the house. Some countries named
the Truth of the Accumulation of Suffering “lord of the house” of
suffering and vexation.

Perhaps it is called tied up. Some countries named the Truth
of the Accumulation of Suffering “tied up.” Afflictions tie you up
so you aren’t free. Ordinary people don't attain liberation because
they are bound up by the five desires (wealth, sex, fame, food,
and sleep.)

Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha, in the world called Unique and
Rare, the Noble Truth of the Extinction of Suffering is perhaps
called filling up, perhaps called not dying, perhaps called
without a self, perhaps called devoid of self-nature, perhaps
called the end of discrimination, perhaps called peaceful and
happy dwelling, perhaps called without measure, perhaps
called cutting off the flow, perhaps called the place where

activities come to an end, perhaps called non-dual.

5 To be continued
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