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The Show Must Go On

— A Virtual Honoring Elder’s Day for 2020
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By Sola Long, Megan Truong

Chinese Translation by Tammy Long
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On November 14, 2020, Honoring Elders Day was premiered
live on Youtube for the first time. The Class of 2021 from
Developing Virtue Girls Secondary began this unique production
in early September. Recognizing the global pandemic and wildfires
in California, the class agreed that the theme of “ Paying Tribute
To Our Guardians and Envisioning the Future,” was more relevant
now than ever. The form of a short film was chosen to incorporate
performances from Chinese Dance, Chinese Orchestra, artwork by
the elementary students, storytelling, among several others from
the boys division. The plot of the film was about future generations
searching for the value of their grandparents’ past. Being separated
in different countries was one of the main challenges the class
faced. As they integrated scenes being shot at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas and also online, the production alternated

from screen recordings with creative transitions to in-person
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scenes. Set in 2050, the short film begins with a
familiar Zoom ringtone. We see four teenagers
discussing a history assignment. Searching for a
topic from their grandparents’ past, they discover
events such as the pandemic, the wild fires and
the drastic changes due to remote education all
happening around the year 2020. The class 0f 2021
engaged in filming scenes with their grandparents.
“Although there was a language barrier, my
grandpa and I had a lot of fun translating and
rehearsing the script,” Vy Nguyen, from the class of 2021 said,
“One difficulty would probably be that my grandpa doesn’t have
the best memory so he'd forget what we were doing whenever I
asked him to record with me.” Towards the end of the film, the
performances brought by IGDVS are found on an old laptop
from one of the teen’s grandma. Representing a sense of respect
for the guardians, the performances ranged from appreciation
slideshows to commemorating songs. One of the slideshows was
directed by Ms. Lee from the girls elementary school. She says, “
The 2nd-3rd graders listened to the story, Snow-Covered Peaks:
What are Bodhisattvas Like? Then the girls created their own
adaptation of the story. As the girls turned in their illustrations,
I was amazed at all the little details they added to their page. It
was beautiful to see the book come together, and having them
Besides the

performances from elementary, every weekend, each club would

read their own page added a personal touch to it.”

set out to film on the east campus, or near the creek. Iris Ng, the
vice president of Chinese Orchestra says, “ We had lots of fun
despite the 6 feet rule at all times.

It was our first time filming and recording our instruments
and presenting it as a video. There were a lot of challenges

because our orchestra teacher could only guide us through zoom,
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but we all gave our best to produce our very first video.” The
short film ends with a teenage girl and her friends inspired
by the video clips they found and understanding how elders
should be treated. In relation to the theme, the class of 2021
also made an interview montage from professionals in the
medical and educational fields, the blue collar industry, the
fire department, and many elders. “Interviewing people from
different occupations gave me the chance to learn more about
a specific occupation and more understanding of that person,”
Audrey Chan recalls from interviewing multiple teachers and
doctors. “I felt closer to the people that I interviewed, because
of their insightful answers to our list of questions.” Besides
filming, directing and script writing, the class of 2021 also
edited and compiled the entire film that ended up being over
50 minutes long. “Doing the subtitles for the interviews was
like running a marathon,” says Sola Long, one of the video
editors, “but I had a lot of fun editing the chinese dance video.
I am really proud of how it all came together. Although we
only used iMovie, the special effects and cross blur transitions
really added a professional touch to the video.” For those who
would like to watch, the full video is posted on the school’s
Youtube channel and can be viewed using this link—IGDVS.
Special thanks to all of the teachers who helped coordinate the
performances and projects, our interviewees, students, and all
of those who made this virtual celebration possible! Please stay

safe and healthy during this time! &
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I am enclosing a check made to D.R.B.A. for a
subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:

Gold Mountain Monastery

T B & Subscription Form

EXZEHNE In America & Europe, please send to:

#: 44 Name:
ik Address:

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

BN In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery

[ —FEEPU+ AT US$45.00 /1 year

[ Z8E354e \+T7T US$85.00 / 2 years
[] =FFEE&—H 17T US$110.00/ 3 years

BT - Fatkshar vbs@drba.org
We welcome articles. Please send the articles to

vbs@drba.org

161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055 Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org
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BEEE ¢ (02) 2786-3022 {HE : (02) 2786-2674

#EEL Tel. No.:
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