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Celebrating 50 Years of Translating
and Propagating the Buddhadharma

Buddhist Text Translation Society EST. 1970

The Buddhist Text Translation Society (BTTS) was established
by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua. In 1969, five of the Master’s
disciples set their hearts on leaving the home life and taking the
monastic precepts. After the disciples took the full precepts in
Taiwan and returned to the United States, they began a collaborative
translation of the Sixth Patriarchs Dharma Jewel Platform Sutra,
at the instruction of the Venerable Master. In 1970, the Master
founded BTTS. Since 1972, BTTS has published Buddhist sutras,
Dharma lectures, biographies, children’s literature in multiple
languages. Most of these Buddhist sutra publications come with
the Master’s commentary to help readers delve deeply into the
meaning of the sutras and widely benefit from the teachings.

As more and more talented people (from both the sangha and
laypeople) have joined the sutra translation teams, besides the
seven languages (Chinese, English, Spanish, Vietnamese, French,
Italian, and Japanese) of publications that BTTS has published,
BTTS has also worked on German, Russian, Polish, Indonesian,

and Farsi (modern Persian, a language spoken in Iran) translations.

In 2019, BTTS’s French team translated and published the
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Earth Store Sutra and four pocket-size books including
the Meditation Handbook and Kindness in France. They
are currently translating the Sixth Patriarchs Dharma
Jewel Platform Sutra and a few other Buddhist sutras.
Although over 90% of Poland’s population is Catholic,
after the Venerable Master visited Poland during his 1990
European tour for propagating the Dharma, those with
affinities began to appreciate the Buddhadharma. They
not only published Polish translations of the Shurangama
Sutra, Earth Store Sutra, “the first volume of the Venerable
Master’s biography, "and Buddhism: A Brief Introduction
but also founded a Polish branch of the Dharma Realm
Buddhist Association (Polish DRBA, http://sferadharmy.
pl). They strive to translate more Buddhist sutras into
Polish, and the Polish version of the Sixth Patriarchs
Dharma Jewel Platform Sutra is soon to be printed.

A DRBA branch was also established in the
Netherlands, the land of the tulips (DRBA Nederland,
http://www.drba.nl). In addition, a Canadian laywoman
of Iranian descent translated the Heart of Prajna Paramita
Sutra into Farsi and a professor retranslated it. However,
before it can be published, this work needs to be reviewed
by the four committees of BTTS: primary translation,
bilingual review, editing, and certification.

BTTS has authorized a Korean publishing company
to publish the Korean Shurangama Sutra and Lotus Sutra
with Venerable Hua’s commentary as well as the Korean
version of Selections from Venerable Hua’s Instructional
Talks, Venerable Master Hua on Recitation of the Buddhas
Name and Venerable Master Hua on Chan Meditation.
These books have been quite popular and been the best
sellers among Korean Buddhist books.

We welcome anyone interested in Buddhist sutra
translation to take Dharma Realm Buddhist University’s
sutra translation courses and earn a certificate in
Buddhist translation. On our website, you can find more
information on the Training Opportunities page under the
Translation menu. Aspiring sutra translators from all walks
of life are also welcome to go to the Volunteering page
under the Other menu and fill in the application form or
email bttsvolunteers@gmail.com to apply to participate
in translating sutras, proofreading, typesetting, designing,

and more.
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Over the years, BTTS publications not only benefited
countless readers from different parts of society, but also greatly
helped many inmates (referred to as “fellow students” below)
in prison. After reading the English version of Great Strength
Bodpisattva’s Perfect Penetration, a man wrote a letter to BTTS,
sharing how he started to eat one meal a day and stopped eating
dairy products. He also requested books on the precepts, hoping
that he could understand and follow them fully.

Another man penned aletter to request the English translation
of A General Explanation of the Buddha Speaks of Amitabha Sutra.
Further, someone inquired deeply into the differences between
the sects of Buddhism, including the Madhymaka, Yogacara,
Prajnaparamita, and Vajrayana. A fellow Spanish-speaking
student also expressed interest in becoming a Buddhist and
specially asked for the Spanish and English versions of Buddhist
sutras from BTTS.

Even more fellow students wrote letters, relating their wishes
to acquire Buddhist texts. These people, who took wrong steps
for various reasons, reevaluated their lives through the Buddha’s
wisdom and teachings, as well as the Venerable Master’s
commentaries and Dharma talks. This not only greatly benefits
themselves but also the society at large.

2020 is the 50th anniversary of BTTS. Since December
6, all the published works on our new website are 20% off. A
portion of the books will be free. You only need to pay for the
shipping to obtain three free books. This promotion will end on
January 10, 2021.

The free books in this promotion include 28 different books
in Chinese, such as the Suzra of the Past Vows of Earth Store
Bodhisattva, the Sixth Patriarchs Dharma Jewel Platform Sutra,
and vegetarian cookbooks, as well as 14 books in English, such
as Medicine Master Sutra (limited to 140 copies), Buddhism: A
Brief Introduction, and Meditation Handbook.

The 20% discount also works on the “Dharma Jewel” mp3
players with the Venerable Master’s Dharma talks in his voice
(in Chinese only). The discount code is BTTSS50YEARS. This
promotion only applies to the BTTS website and not to third-
party websites selling BT'TS publications. Readers worldwide can
order online. For more details, please go to: www.buddhisttexts.
org.

People in Asia are welcome to visit: www.fajiebooks.com.tw

for ordering publications or requesting free books. #





