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Two Teachers’ Insights

on Teaching During the Pandemic
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Dr. Cheng Guan Koay ® DVBS teacher

The Venerable Master said, “Teaching is the greatest joy
in life.” This is very true indeed. Nowaday society talks all
about money. When teaching is not about money, it is a
truly happy endeavor.

On March 17, 2020, all schools in the Ukiah Unified
School District had to close and switch to online learning.
Around the end of March, 2020, schools all over the world
closed, affecting 98,000 schools. This figure is based on the
information from UNESCO (United Nations Educationnel,
Scientific and Cultural Organization).

It is quite challenging to suddenly switch to online
learning in such a short period of time. One big challenge
is that many families lack an ideal learning environment
— without the necessary equipment and resources, it is
difficult for students to smoothly switch to online learning.

For example, when the internet speed is slow, Zoom
meetings cannot run smoothly; or there is a lack of electronic
writing pads and other operating softwares for students to
write with. Some students may have two or three siblings
in a family, and the siblings will affect each other’s learning,.
When students have online lessons at home, with a click
they can access various websites and this will cause undue
worry to parents, and it is also difficult for teachers to teach.

Fortunately, the Dharma Master allowed me to use
the classroom to teach. I can write on an actual classroom

whiteboard so students can see clearly. I feel that the
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teaching should have a face-to-face interaction so that any
queries from students can be answered and any doubt they
have can be resolved on the spot. Most students do not have
electronic writing pads; if they do have one, it is still hard to
write on it. During the online lessons, it would be difficult
to ask them to write the formula out for me immediately.
In most cases, I can only ask them to snap a photo of their
writing and send it to me and I would have to check it later.

During this period, I had time to reflect on my original
wish. This is really a chance to fulfill my wish: I told the
Venerable Master and Guan Yin Bodhisattva that if I had
a chance to come to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
I wanted to become a volunteer. (But for such a plan, we
need to have a breadwinner for our family). So, I wished
that my wife who is my fellow cultivator could find a job
and my kids would have the opportunity to grow up in a
good environment. A long time ago, my wife studied for a
Master Degree in nursing in the US; she had discussed with
me in which area she should specialize: To take care of young
children, elderly people, or the middle aged? “Elderly people,”
I told her because in the US, elderly people are too lonely;
nobody would take care of them. From then on, she had been
planning for a nursing career in a rural area to take care of the
elderly. Therefore, having come to the city of Ukiah (which is
a rural area) fulfills her wish.

I would like to talk about the voluntary services at
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. When I researched, I
discovered the Dharma teachings of the Venerable Master.
The Venerable Master gave a Dharma talk about education at
CTTB on October 28, 1992,

“The world deteriorates because of money; money really
makes people in all careers upside-down. I believe that a
teacher should teach for the sake of education, and not for
money; he is not for fame or gains. Therefore, I would like to
advocate volunteer education. At CT'TB, we will implement
a thorough education system because we want to develop
students into virtuous talents who can bring order to the
nation, who can work for the wellbeing of the people, country,
and the world. We don’t want to see the world plunging into

chaos; the root of chaos and disorder is money.” Amituofo.
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Daniel Yan ¢ DVBS teacher

We teachers only had two days to transition from the traditional
mode of instruction to online teaching, and many teachers found such a
drastic change very challenging. The software most commonly used for
online teaching is Zoom, which allows many people to join an online
class at the same time. [One of the challenges:] Some students might
join Zoom after the class had already started, and teachers wouldn’t be
aware they had come late.

What are the most challenging aspects of online teaching compared
with classroom teaching? First of all, teachers need to be more adaptive
and creative when designing the course. Children’s brains are quite
animated and energetic; they may find it more difficult to remain
focused on what they are being taught. Only by being very creative
in their preparation and presenting the subject in a dynamic and
interesting way can the teacher keep the students’ attention.

During the class, teachers can prepare some topic-oriented exercises
for hands-on work by students: for example, a class can be divided into
a few groups, and each group can be assigned a different task.

The most important thing is the impact which the environment
has on the student’s ability to learn: when students come to school,
the campus naturally provides an environment conducive to learning.
Everyone is busily engaged and “shuttles” among various courses; such
an academic atmosphere is very different from the one found in online
learning.

When we make a sudden switch to online teaching, moderately
creative lesson plans no longer suffice; much greater creativity
becomes necessary. Meanwhile, the students’ learning environment
has also changed: the home setting is very relaxed and casual; it is an
environment where they are used to relaxing and playing. To adapt to
such a drastic change is very challenging for students.

The biggest impact comes from the family environment. For
example, sometimes both parents have to go to work, leaving no adult
at home to supervise the student. Then students commonly skip classes,
are inattentive during lessons, and do not hand in their homework.

In the event that both parents lose their jobs, they will be worried
about paying the rent and putting meals on the table. In such a
situation, the whole family may need to relocate to a cheaper place, or
the parents may have to entrust the child to someone else’s care while

they continue to look for work. This will affect the child’s learning.

Novemser 2020 Vasra BooHi Sea | 35

BB b o ‘ anal4 iIHaog



BB i ot ‘ BobHi FiELD

AL RARRAEFRETEZ T ER
BAEREIR EAR LR - AR > E AR
Lo IERRSERR T IR YIRS

A -REE e XM ERE T
g R EFHEMN=8EL - FEEREERLT
HRFEE 2 R R A BRI T+ s
2T st aa HAL AT DURRERY A » SCRHE ST,
TAE - S g B THISEE - A%
KRRV & B R T HIESE - &
ELAEA4E_ERRAVIRHi th G R HAK -

FHY R E R SR T A Kby > LR
A EEEEAN A - ARIALELILIND
MRy R4 IR FIZE a8 - it
Mt R —Z &I - (EAARER REY
& EEEIREIERAEER > M1
REARAEIZ S 14

A —EF B E N E R - BAER
25 E S o] SRR e 48 EAEHY - [Eistith
e — LB A R IR T (B M R S E Y
1% - FTEAMERERT - —(ERE A RHLE
SRR AR R ER IS E Y E M - TG K
— B SR AR ERERR > RERAE T DUR TS (AL 4%
EHREEREZE > BUEELE MESENGE
T HFUSEEERESEE - (Rt & SRR
PRAN b o BofTTEEUE 2 sl th PR e R B A
AR A LB AR > AL Rl AR {2 R
TV EFEERE ST o A MAYERERETT

HIH CHAGER - o = (E/ N > Hf—
LR SRR - iR 2 AT - et
EEEVA T EMM S BB EE © E
TSR AR LR - MR ZEDHE
R A DU 2 T /NP A EERE _EER - BT EA
WAEREIEREA RE B IRAVZ T ] A By 22 Fk
FERAVIG ] - ERIERRLEE BE A M P75 2
g > WMFE TR - RHEK
I ELEAE SR ?

i NE s 0 T EEER o U
Eo BHEEERRZ > SFEERNRZ > EH
xR A=A 5 FTAIRFIRE R TE
KT e [alsmpeh | @

36| MERE —o_oF+—B8

Sometimes pressure from parents directly affects the moods
and emotions of their child, and such mental instability is
often exhibited in their behavior during class time.

Because of a constrained financial situation, some
families do not have Wi-Fi or even own a computer. Two
students in Salinas didn’t have internet access at home,
so they needed to go to a fast food restaurant to use the
free internet there. After the restaurant removed the table
outside, they could not go inside to continue using the
internet. After the restaurant closed the indoor dining,
they had to sit in the parking lot to use the internet.

Another challenge is the test of honesty. A lot of
information is now easily available online, which makes it
much easier for students to behave dishonestly. Therefore,
it is crucial for a teacher to explain the importance of
academic integrity to students. For example, I once told
a student that he could easily find test answers on the
internet, but if the pandemic situation should improve
by next semester and we return to the classroom, he will
find he can’t keep up. Why? Because the grades he is now
“earning” are not his real grades. His achievements reflect
not his ability to learn but his ability to search the internet.

I have three children, and one of them really likes
computers. Before the pandemic struck, I had been asking
myself what I could do to reduce his computer addiction.
But now, because of the change to online learning, he is
required to use the computer at least four or five hours
a day. So I was wondering how I could help him adjust
his schedule so that he could spend more time with the
family. It suddenly occurred to me that since the students
need to do exercises, and since we need fresh vegetables at
home, why not let him learn how to grow vegetables (in
our home-garden)?

There is an ancient saying: “If you teach your children
ethics and virtue, the family lineage will last more than
ten generations; next best is to teach them farming and
reading; and next best, to teach them literacy and poetry.
However, when parents just pass down wealth to their
children, the family fortune will not last more than three
generations.” So [circumstances being what they are,] we

decided to grow vegetables. &





