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Revealing the Light of Our Inherent Nature
By Reciting the Buddha’s Name

Frisbaase MR

A Dharma Talk Given by Dharma Master Heng Shun at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas on December 11, 2019

Chinese Translated by Liu Rui, Janet Lee
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I've been proofreading the new translation of Chapter 40 of
the Avatamsaka (Flower Adornment) Sutra entitled “Entering the
Inconceivable State of Liberation By Means of the Practices and
Vows of Samantabhadra Bodhisattva” along with the Venerable
Master’s detailed commentary. When it is published it will
be close to 400 pages. I found some interesting things in the
Master’s commentary. He taught a new way of looking at the
power of reciting the Buddha’s name or praising the Buddha. In
addition to talking about the Master’s teaching on this, I will also
speak about how the Venerable Master taught people in different
ways in various different places, but always did so with incredible
kindness and compassion.

Before I begin talking about these things, I would first like to
quote some things that the Master had said in the past that are
relevant to us doing the Amitabha Buddha recitation session now.
Back in 1992, he said, “Everything here at the City of 10,000
Buddhas is good. Everything is fine. We have food, clothes, and
a place to live. Everything is good. You should really cultivate
the path! If you don’t well cultivate here at the City of 10,000
Buddhas, then you couldn’t even cultivate in the Pure Land of
Amitabha Buddha.” This is just saying, “What are you waiting
for? Don’t miss this opportunity to cultivate the path!” Another
thing he said at the time, which I am paraphrasing is that it
is not known how many hundreds or thousands of kalpas it’s
been for us to be able to come together here now and have this
opportunity to cultivate in a place like this, especially during
these rather chaotic times in the world.

Also around the same time in 1992, the Master said, “Here at
the City of 10,000 Buddhas, compared to the outside world, it’s

very pure, just about every place else in the world has some kind of
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afflictions and troubles.” Afflictions in Chinese can also be translated as
impurities or mental defilements. The Master continued, “Here we can,
single-mindedly cultivate together. We don’t hear, see, or speak about
others’ rights or wrongs, we don’t gossip.” And then in conclusion
the key thing he said was: “For those who are here cultivating, the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas are always protective of them. If you really
bring forth the Bodhi-mind (Bodhi-citta), they will help you here.” So
it’s a very special circumstance that we're in right now. We're very, very
fortunate —very lucky to be here now participating in this Buddha
Recitation Session.

In looking at the Master’s explanation of the second vow of
Samantabhadra Bodhisattva in Chapter 40, which is “to praise the
Buddhas,” he said something really interesting. I must have read
it before, but it never really hit me until now. When we praise the
Buddha or recite the Buddha’s name, he said: “We generate merit and
virtue from our inherent nature. What merit and virtue do we have
in our inherent nature? Our inherent nature is light. And when we
praise the Buddha, the light of our inherent nature is revealed. By
reciting and praising the Buddha, there’s like an invisible force that
prevents us from creating moral transgressions, i.e. breaking the
moral precepts. If you praise the Buddha or recite the Buddha’s name
without false thoughts, then the light of your inherit nature will be
revealed and this is the light of the Buddha’s wisdom.” I never heard
or even thought of this idea before. This is another way of looking at
reciting the Buddha’s name.

For the next vow of Samantabhadra Bodhisattva, which is “to
extensively cultivate the making of offerings,” the Master said a verse
that I also had never heard before. It expressed how having kindness
and compassion and not having anger is a true offering. He said, “When
no anger appears on your face, that itself is a complete or perfect offering. /
When the mouth is without anger, one emits a wonderful fragrance. / When
the mind is without anger, that itself is a precious treasure / To be without
confusion and greed is the offering of incense.”

Now I'll tell a story about the Master’s compassion. We all know the
heart of great compassion is so important. In fact, I was just teaching
my students in my 12th grade Introduction to Buddhism class the “10
Dwellings Chapter” of the Flower Adornment Sutra. This chapter talks
about the 10 causes for bringing forth the Bodhi-mind. Nine of the
ten require the presence of a Buddha. A Buddha has to be in the world.
However, the one cause that all of us can still do now is bringing forth
the heart of great compassion for living beings who are suffering. It
literally says that when we observe the intense suffering of living beings

and bring forth the heart of great compassion, it causes us to brin
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forth the Bodhi-mind. Compassion is extremely important.

In my experience, the way the Master taught different groups
of people in different countries and even different groups of
people here in America was pretty amazing. In the 1970’s when
we listened to the Master’s lectures at Gold Mountain Monastery
in San Francisco he was pretty formal and straightforward.
However, I remember every time I would be one of the people
accompanying the Master to Gold Wheel Monastery in Los
Angeles, especially in the late seventies and early eighties, he was
entirely different with the people there. In San Francisco, the
Master would rarely talk about spiritual powers and stuff like
that. If people asked him about things like that, most of the time
he wouldn’t want to talk about it. But every time we went to
LA, people would ask him all kinds of questions like, “What are
dragons like?” and other similar questions. And to my surprise,
the Master would start explaining what theyre like. So he was
entirely different with the disciples there in LA.

I'll tell another story of the experience I had in Hong Kong
with the Master in 1986. Three of the Master’s European-
American monk disciples had been lecturing in Hong Kong for
several weeks. I travelled with the Master there around March 17
to March 20. I had been with the Master visiting and participating
in lecture tours in 10 or so different countries over the years.

In Hong Kong, the Master was totally different from any
other place I had been with him. He was really, really strict.
Two of three monks who were lecturing in Hong Kong decided
that they were going to copy or emulate the Master and started
scolding and being rather harsh to the disciples in Hong Kong,.
After the Master arrived in Hong Kong, he strongly reprimanded
them for doing that. He said, “I can be strict and harsh with these
people in Hong Kong.” The people there were probably Master’s
disciples for many lives so when he talked to them, it was entirely
different from normal people. They had profound affinities and
conditions with the Master, so they knew that what he said to
them regardless of how harsh it seemed came from a place of
great compassion.

I think it’s like a mother or father scolding their child. No
matter how much a parent scolds them, he/she does it out of
kindness and compassion. And you know they love their child.
They're trying to help them. And their child knows that. In the
same way when the Master would talk to the disciples in a stern
way, it was to help them and he knew that they could accept it.
But when the two monks scolded the people, it gave them a lot of
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afflictions. It was totally counterproductive and just didn’t work
at all. I remember this was a major transformative experience for
the two monks.

Also, at that time, there was a young man in his early to mid
30s. He and his mother were disciples of the Master when he
was in Hong Kong before he came to America. The mother was
probably in her seventies or so, and she scolded her son who
kneeling before the Master repenting and slapping his own face
as hard as he could. When I saw that, I thought to myself, “Holy
smokes! Hong Kong is a totally different place. Culturally, it’s
very different from America.” The way the man acted would be
considered totally bizarre here in our culture, but it didn’t seem
like a big deal in Hong Kong. I could see then why the Master
seemed to be so different in Hong Kong. He was rather strict and
harsh. Anyway, the big lesson with the two monks was that we
should never ever, none of us, should ever try to emulate Master’s
teaching method of tough love, which is similar to the red face
of Guan Yin Bodhisattva amongst the 11 heads on the image of
Guan Yin on the altar here at the City of 10,000 Buddhas.

I've heard the Master say many times that we should
always teach with kindness and compassion. One of the last times
I actually saw the Master before he left the world, he said that
he had come to America especially to teach Americans. And, he
said that the way to teach Americans is to use a heart of loving
kindness and compassion. That was one of the final instructions
that I ever heard from the Master. He literally said, “Use a heart
of loving-kindness, compassion, sympathetic joy, and equanimity
to teach Americans.”

This reminds me of something else the Master said back
in 1992 here at the City of 10,000 Buddhas. He said, “We
shouldn’t take lightly the afhinities that have brought us all here
to the City of 10,000 Buddhas.” Then the Master continued to
say something really important. He said, “Take care of those near
at hand.” Those right here, not those who are somewhere else; we
should take care of each other here. “Teach and transform those
that are close to us here and near at hand, and do not seek for
things that are far away. We should cherish each other, like our
own father and mother.” When the Master said that we should
teach Americans with kindness and compassion, I remember that
one of the last things he told me was, “I look upon all living
beings as being like my father and mother from past lives.” That’s
the attitude we should have toward each other. That’s the essence

of the heart of kindness and compassion. &
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