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Lectures by the Venerable Master Hua

The Analects of Confucius

(continued)

English Translation by Yong Wei Kwong and Liew Yen Chong
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Chapter 5: Gongye Chang

(25) The Master said, “Flowery speech, insincere pretense, and excessive
flattery — Zuogiu Ming considers such behavior shameful, and I, too,
think it is humiliating. Concealing one’s resentment towards others while
pretending to be on friendly terms — Zuoqiu Ming considers such conduct

disgraceful, and I, too, deem it discreditable.”

[ Venerable Master’s Instructional Talk ]

The Master said. Confucius spoke again. Flowery speech, insincere
pretense. The term ‘insincere pretense’ is used to describe a person who
assumes a false appearance to deceive others. It’s just an act! Look at those
opera actors — they all wear make-up. In reality, they do not look anything
like that. Therefore, as Buddhist disciples, we must not go about wearing a
mask and putting on an act. Flowery speech and insincere pretense are what
we cultivators, especially Buddhist disciples, absolutely cannot tolerate and
must eliminate completely. Any one of you who has such bad habits and
shortcomings must quickly mend your ways. If you lack the determination
to do so, then you will end up with a load of filthy rubbish that becomes a
burden throughout your life. Excessive flattery. The two characters /& 4%
(ju gong) are probably homophones for #55° (ju gong), as in the saying #J
54147 (stoop down respectfully). It means ‘to bend one’s body forward and
make a bow’. These two characters could have been written incorrectly when

the text was first recorded.
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Flowery speech, insincere pretense, and excessive flattery. The
moment this person meets someone, he bows slightly, lowers his
head and says, “Ah, it’s you, Sir! How are you? How have you been
all this while? Oh my! I really admire you. You are really great,
absolutely amazing! Wow! You are truly special and unique!” You
see, he talks so much. Ultimately, is there any truth in what he
says? Not at all! He just gushes on and on, uttering a whole lot of
nonsense.

Zuoqiu Ming considers such behavior shameful. When
Zuoqiu Ming came across such a person, he was filled with a sense
of shame and felt terribly embarrassed on his behalf! Such behavior
is so shameful that one simply does not know where to put oneself.
And I, too, think it is humiliating. Zuoqiu Ming and I share the
same view. If a person treats others in this way, I, Kong Qiu, also
feel that it is very shameful and demeaning.

Concealing one’s resentment towards others while
pretending to be on friendly terms—Zuoqiu Ming considers
such conduct disgraceful, and I, too, deem it discreditable. This
refers to a person who is obviously at odds with someone else but
deliberately pretends otherwise, just like a cat befriending a mouse
(a false friend), or a tiger wearing a strand of recitation beads (one
who poses as a kind person). It is all fake. Therefore, we Buddhists
must transform social traditions and change these horrible habits!
They are extremely despicable shortcomings that must not exist. If
they do, then no matter how well you speak, nobody will believe
you. Even if there are people who are taken in by your words, they
are the ignorant ones. As soon as a knowledgeable person takes one
look, he can spot the cloven hoof.

From now on, whoever lectures on the Dharma must speak with
perfect assurance and rouse a martial spirit in the audience. Here,
we are like an army battalion going off to war — we are now waging
a war with all the demonic armies in the world! At present, many
cults have emerged. One of them is a ‘God of Wealth™ cult started
by a certain Master Lu who claims that anyone who believes in
him will strike it rich. There is also a ‘Beauties’ cult whose founder
promises you many beautiful girls if you believe in him. Nowadays,
there are all sorts of cults everywhere, far too many to count!

Let me tell you something. Do you know why these cults ran
wild? It is because of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and our
presence here that all of them have come to make a last-ditch
struggle and show off their spiritual penetrations. Did you see what
happened in the end to the Osho movement initiated by Rajneesh

(an Indian mystic)? Oh, it’s finished! At one time, it was a big craze.

Novemser 2020 Vasra BooH! Sea |21

ER ‘ NIVY VIWHVHQ X1V ] VIWHVHQ



o RAERZ T !

CEFETR > iE SR B R (T TEIBIENE 7 N Ay
H T EMR - T A EEITHRL - ERE R
18 S AR — L PRI i o SERARMTE B ANME
BEZ - BERTRA?RE! BT I EE
SR — I - A SRR E g —% >
HY 5 BAEHE A REER ° EHERN A
TER > B EFEC B - LIS
E=Ed > FAMEH EEL AR R K !

($miz © NRERH - @A > —JL
H = - B E R EN SR e A AL -
-t/ E+—H+/H - JLE—+%E
EER RN E AL s A VR H A - K
Bigte A - NRERBEEZINFREET

Similarly, the Unification movement founded by Moon
Sun-myung (also known as ‘Reverend Moon’) was quite
popular for a while. Another example was the Peoples
Temple. It is because of the existence of the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas that these deviant cults become more
frantic for some time. 'm sure in the past not so many

demons and ghosts appeared in America!!

[Editor’s Note: The Peoples Temple of the Disciples
of Christ, commonly shortened to ‘Peoples Temple’, was
a deviant cult founded in 1953 by Reverend Jim Jones
in Indiana. On November 18, 1978, nine hundred and
fourteen members of the movement committed mass
suicide in Jonestown, the Temple’s settlement in Guyana,
South America. Shortly after the mass murder, the Temple’s
headquarters in San Francisco was demolished.]

52 To be continued
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When Limitless Body Bodhisattva arrived, the earth quaked six times. Upon seeing this Bodhisattva, all
demon kings were terrified and wanted to quickly flee. Why did the demon king’s “throat and tongue dry up”,
his resources run dry? It was because he was so afraid that problems appeared. His body also lost its radiance
like frontline troops falling into disarray, and he lost his Samadhi power. Why was he like this? It was because
in the past he failed to cultivate fundamentals. Without fundamentals, he practiced demonic ways and was
greedy for quick results like those who play magic tricks; he could deceive others for a while, but he was
actually a phony. Therefore, you must cultivate from the fundamentals and then you can experience a great
response. But like those whose cultivation was just a facade, the demon king’s radiance paled in comparison
to the virtue of Limitless Body Bodhisattva. So we cultivators of the Way must at all times pay attention to
the practice of virtuous conduct and always emphasize kindness, compassion, joy, and giving—these Four
Limitless Minds are most important.

—Excerpted from a commentary on the Mahaparinirvana Sutra by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua

English translated by Shu Xiaojuan, Justin Lee
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