v

—
IE & B
PRrOPER DHARMA SEAL

7 AT 2 EOE

S

(&5 L& E =+ )

CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR:
Bobhisattva WonDrous VoicE

f%43ThR  Revised version

FAL b A kAR
B B 2E 48 2 e et 4% AN 2R

Mk =Bk ) @ W EE =
B> SiERREANZ - EE A -
KA - "HEARNZ ), > HEE

Ea o~ RpiEA o BIRETR ~ B
REVA > RRFEEF © B BUS T
E b FEE 7 IR E R E

B —— g —BAEE 7 > LK
T oo FERHEEIR o IR o T HE
BAZ ), HERHITHE > B2

HERNEWN - HEHWE  RhEE
& &% - ARFARETG TR E 5 B
REFHE - fUREFTR T > BB I E
Koo ghE " HEEE ,  HE
= RAMET o " AP
= TR BIRZARALARIHY
=G T BRI HE—
EPFsK o 54 ~ R4 > Egiy "
Bh, s DLET > EEkiy TR, 3
PN N A N
[ 8 = Bk R MR
ME=RE - =R BEMHEE
K~ fEBHES - k2 AR - &
O EEIDRK B =R K
e S ImEk T %%W%ﬁiﬁf\
T BAEE AR T 5

JOn
6 | =REIRE —0Z0F+—8

/

1%

The Dharma Flower Sutra with Commentary

Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

The Samadhi of the Dharma Flower refers to the nonduality of cause
and effect. The cause is the effect; the effect is the cause. Cause and effect
are nondual; cause and effect are simultaneous. Why is the lotus an analogy
for nonduality? The lotus blooms and bears fruit at the same time. As soon
as the lotus blooms, the lotus seeds develop. For this reason, the lotus is
used as an analogy for the nonduality of the provisional and the ultimate.
One employs the provisional for the sake of the ultimate and unfolds the
provisional to reveal the ultimate. The provisional is the ultimate; the
ultimate is the provisional. The provisional and the ultimate are nondual.
Cause and effect are nondual. The original and the derivative are nondual.
The original refers to distant events, while the derivative refers to subsequent
events derived from them. The nonduality of the original and the derivative,
of cause and effect, and of the provisional and the ultimate are all called the
Samadhi of the Dharma Flower.

The Samadhi of Pure Virtue. What is pure virtue? Pure virtue means
freedom from the defilement of the three kinds of delusions: coarse
delusions, subtle delusions, and delusions of ignorance. The three delusions
are also known as delusions arising from incorrect views, delusions arising
from incorrect thoughts, and delusions as innumerable dust and sand.
Delusions make you confused and distort your perceptions and thoughts.
When you can neither see nor think clearly, you're subject to the delusion
of ignorance.

Delusions arising from incorrect views refer to the craving that emerges
when one encounters certain situations. Delusions arising from incorrect
thoughts refer to the discriminations that occur because of one’s confusion

about principles. In trying to sort out your confusion, you discriminate;
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and the more you discriminate, the further off you get.
The further off you get, the more you discriminate. In this
way, you get further and further away from your inherent
wisdom.

Ignorance refers to things you don’t understand. For
example, you don’t understand why you get mad. You
don’t know why you do crazy things. You don’t know why
you take drugs. These things are all done out of ignorance.
Ignorance in its various aspects is the root of suffering.
These three delusions defile your clear awareness. When
you become free from the defilement of the three
delusions and realize your pure inherent nature, you enter
the samadhi of pure virtue.

The Samadhi of the Constellation King’s play is like
a play. Different parts get handed out, and you either take
your place on the stage or you sit in the audience. What
does this represent? Provisional wisdom. You use your
provisional wisdom to act out your part in the play. With
provisional wisdom, one observes living beings’ potentials.
You must have the provisional wisdom of skillful means to
attract living beings. If you apply ultimate wisdom here, it
won’t work. Ultimate wisdom illumines principles, not the
potentials of living beings. To illumine the potentials of
living beings is to be like the moon that waxes and wanes;
the moon waxes when it’s time to wax and wanes when its
time to wane. It takes a kind of clever, ingenious wisdom
to do that. If, instead of being clever and ingenious, you're
dull and clumsy, then you won’t be able to accord with the
potentials of living beings.

What do I mean by dull and clumsy? An example of
being dull and clumsy would be flying into a rage when
teaching the Dharma. Lecturing the Dharma should be a
happy event. Even if youre debating with someone, you
can be cordial about it. You dont have to get mad and be a
sore loser. Losing one’s temper shows a lack of provisional
wisdom. To say nothing of provisional wisdom, you don’t
have any sense at all. If you get mad after listening to
someone teaching the Dharma in a way that’s not pleasant
to your ear, that would be a sign that you lack provisional
wisdom. Your lack of skill in waxing and waning would

be wonderfully reflected in that behavior, which is stupid.

s> To be continued
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