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CHAPTER EIGHT:
THE Four NoBLE TRUTHS

#43THR Revised version
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

Perhaps it is called true and actual. Some countries named the truth of
the cessation of suffering “true and actual.” It means beings obtain what is
genuine and true.

Perhaps it is called averting disasters. Some countries named the truth
of the cessation of suffering “averting disasters.” One is removed from all
difficulties.

Perhaps it is called shielding and protecting. Some countries named
the truth of the cessation of suffering “shielding and protecting.” It provides
shelter and protection.

Perhaps it is called apart from evil. Some countries named the truth
of the cessation of suffering “apart from evil.” One leaves behind all evil and
gives rise to all good.

Perhaps it is called compliance. Some countries named the truth of the
cessation of suffering “compliance.” This means to accord with all skillful
means.

Perhaps it is called the fundamental source. Some countries named the
truth of the cessation of suffering “the fundamental source.” This means that
this noble truth is the fundamental Dharma.

Perhaps it is called renouncing causes. Some countries named the truth
of the cessation of suffering “renouncing causes.” The causes of suffering are
relinquished, and one attains the quiescent bliss, as in [the four qualities of
nirvana] — permanence, bliss, purity, and true self.

Perhaps it is called unconditioned. Some countries named the truth of

the cessation of suffering “unconditioned.”
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Perhaps it is called non-continuation. Some countries named
When

perpetuation is cut off, one leaps out of the turning wheel of samsara.

the truth of the cessation of suffering “non-continuation.”

Sitra:

Disciples of the Buddha, in the world called Benefiting, the noble
truth of the Way leading to the cessation of suffering is perhaps
called arriving at the state of nothingness, perhaps called the seal
of all, perhaps called treasure of samadhi, perhaps called attaining
bright light, perhaps called Dharma of Irreversibility, perhaps
called able to bring an end to existence, perhaps called broad and
vast road, perhaps called able to tame and subdue, perhaps called

steadfast peace, perhaps called root of no revolving.

Commentary:

Manjushri Bodhisattva calls out: Disciples of the Buddha! In the
world called Benefiting, the noble truth of the Way leading to the
cessation of suffering, as explained in this Saha World, has various
different names.

Perhaps it is called arriving at the state of nothingness. Some
countries named the truth of the Way leading to the cessation of
suffering “arriving at the state of nothingness.” When you reach the
place where there is nothing at all, you give up all attachments.

Perhaps it is called the seal of all. Some countries named the truth
of the Way leading to the cessation of suffering “the seal of all.” This
“seal” refers to dharani — that is, upholding and uniting: uniting all
dharmas and upholding all meanings.

Perhaps it is called the treasure of samadhi. Some countries named
the truth of the Way leading to the cessation of suffering “treasure of
samadhi.” At this point one attains the treasure of samadhi.

Perhaps it is called attaining bright light. Some countries named
the truth of the Way leading to the cessation of suffering “attaining
bright light.”

Perhaps it is called Dharma of Irreversibility. Some countries
named the truth of the Way leading to the cessation of suffering
“Dharma of irreversibility.” It means that, at this point, cultivators of
the Way will not retreat in their cultivation of the Dharma.

Perhaps it is called able to bring an end to existence. Some
countries named the truth of the Way leading to the cessation of
suffering “able to bring an end to existence.” If you can cut off your ties
to the twenty-five planes of existence in the three realms, then you can
escape from the realm of existence.

Perhaps it is called broad and vast road. Some countries named
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the truth of the Way leading to the cessation of suffering “broad
and vast road.” This road is broad; walking this path, you will be
able to become a Buddha.

Perhaps it is called able to tame and subdue. Some countries
named the truth of the Way leading to the cessation of suffering
“able to tame and subdue.” This Dharma can “tame and subdue”
all karmic obstacles.

Perhaps it is called steadfast peace. Some countries named
the truth of the Way leading to the cessation of suffering “steadfast
peace.” This road is very secure.

Perhaps it is called the root of no revolving. Some countries
named the truth of the Way leading to the cessation of suffering

“the root of no revolving.”

Siutra:

Disciples of the Buddha, in the world called Benefiting, the
four noble truths are described in four hundred trillion names
such as these. Each of these names accords with living beings,

enabling them to become attuned and subdued.

Commentary:

Manjusri Bodhisattva says: “All of you disciples of the Buddha,
in the world called Benefiting, the four noble truths are
described in four hundred trillion names such as these. When
discussed briefly, each of the four noble truths has ten names in
the previous texts. When discussed in detail, they have as many as
hundred trillion different names and each of these names accords
with [the different natures of] living beings, enabling them to
become attuned and subdued. These names are spoken in accord
with the thoughts of living beings, allowing them to change evil to

good, and turn from confusion and return to enlightenment.

Sitra:

The noble truth of suffering as explained in this Saha World,
in the world called Unique and Rare is perhaps called indulging
in precarious desires, perhaps called place of bonds and fetters,
perhaps called deviant practices, perhaps called corresponding
reception, perhaps called lacking remorse and shame, perhaps
called root of greed and desire, perhaps called like the ganges
river, perhaps called constant depravity, perhaps called nature

of a huge flame, perhaps called much worry and vexation.

5 To be continued
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