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Bodhi1 Way Association (Wen S1 Xiu )

Moves to the Cloud
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By Lin Shiju
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Venerable Master Hua in front of the house of
Upasaka Darwin Hu, 1994.
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English Translated by Early Bird Translation Team

Wen Si Xiu Dharma Association, also referred to as Bodhi
Way Association, located in San Jose, California, in the heart of
Silicon Valley in the United States, announced on October 23,
2020, that due to the impact of the pandemic, it has decided to
end group gatherings for cultivation. In the future, it will only
offer online lectures and forums.

This association for lay cultivators was founded in the early
1980s — as the necessary causes and conditions came together.
One of the primary causes was that through the arrangements
of Upasika Emily Liao (Liao Guoshen), Venerable Master Hua
often went to Mission College in Santa Clara to give lectures
and Dharma talks, which attracted large crowds from Silicon
Valley’s high-tech circles.

Another condition was that the Venerable Master had
a senior disciple from Hong Kong, Upasaka Hector Wong
(Huang Guo Jun), who happened to immigrate to the U.S. in
the 1980s and settle down in Silicon Valley. Hector’s mother,
Luo Guo Ming had been Venerable Master Hua’s disciple since
1950 when Hector was only eleven years old and still attended
primary school. Later, he and Guo Sen, who was older than
Hector, took refuge with the Venerable Master and also became
his disciples.

After Hector Wong entered junior high school in Hong
Kong, which was only a five-minute drive from the Venerable
Master’s Western Bliss Monastery, he took a bus every day at
noon to the monastery for lunch. After lunch, he meditated
for half an hour under the guidance of the Venerable Master
for before returning to school to continue his classes. From the
time he attended middle school till the Master left Hong Kong,
Hector Wong often helped translate the Venerable Master’s
Dharma talks into Cantonese, and the Venerable Master trained
Hector to lecture Dharma.

Then, Hector came to the U.S. in the early 1980s, he was
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often asked by the Venerable Master to lecture sutras at Gold
Mountain Monastery in San Francisco. Hector always smiled when
reminiscing about this period. One day, after he had prepared
to lecture on theVajra Sutra, the Venerable Master suddenly told
him to lecture on the Sixth Patriarchs Platform Sutra instead. In
this way, he was taught to give sutra lectures on demand. At that
time, Gold Mountain Monastery was managing the Geary Hotel
in San Francisco and about to build a restaurant in the hotel. The
Venerable Master put Hector Wong in charge of this project; this is
why the restaurant’s name — Jun Kang (to your health) Vegetarian
Restaurant — included one character from Hector’s Dharma name:
Guo Jun.

After the opening of the Sagely City of the Dharma Realm(CDR)
in West Sacramento in 1992, Venerable Master Hua’s Silicon Valley
disciples often sought his Dharma instructions. They asked him
when a bodhimanda would be established in Silicon Valley where
local disciples could go to study Dharma. In January of 1993, when
the Venerable Master went to propagate the Dharma in Taiwan,
many of his Silicon Valley disciples went to the San Francisco
Airport to see him off. While there, they requested once again to
know when he thought a DRBA Branch might be established in
Silicon Valley, south of San Francisco.

The Venerable Master had previously indicated that in the
future, several branch monasteries should offer the Sangha and
Layity Training Program (SLTP). However, most of the laypeople
were preoccupied with their careers in order to earn a living. Thus,
they could not afford to move into the monasteries to join SLTP.
They wished a Dharma association accessible to laypeople would
be established in Silicon Valley where they could cultivate. The
Venerable Master told them to “go ahead and do it” and said that
this association should be called “Ja Shi Lin” (“Ja Shi,” means
laypeople; in Chinese “lin” means a ‘grove’ or ‘forest’; here it is
rendered to mean an association for lay cultivators.)

Hector asked the Venerable Master if the association could be
named “San Hui (Threefold Wisdom),” since the Shurangama Sutra
says that Guanyin Bodhisattva entered samadhi by listening within,
contemplating, and practicing accordingly. The wisdom of listening,
contemplating, and practicing is the threefold wisdom that is the
prerequisite for attaining samadhi and realizing liberation. The
Venerable Master replied, “There is already another place named
Threefold Wisdom Lecture Hall, so why not call it “Wén Si Xia
Center’ (ie, listening, contemplating, and practicing) instead?”

Hector Wong, Sam Jinq, Darwin Hu, Weifu Hsu, Joseph
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Venerable Master Hua visiting Bodhi Way Association
(Wen Si Xiu) in San Jose, CA, 1994.

wREF T~ EOAGME T =
JEEAR 2 A (FFERE) IR EIE
HEEEET TR R EA =

$h $EH EE 2 o oFEE K ol
HE - BE . BEE-EEE AR

AP AR £ - B AHIER » RlREH
P=E28E ) > FUOsiE T EEE
JEAAR T

HRE - BEARE - SRS - FréE
K~ EBE - AREFAETKRE
BERERHEM - Wi H 2N (19934F
3H ) BT 58 B a1 N ERF 51 65
MR > HEF199442H 17H A 1E
ENR - W E A EART -
FANEXREELH "TATH > SEE
ATE > 2ZE - FfrblEEEBE =1
HEE > WELEREE - 7 B2k
eI PRSI - MERTHLE
FREFFT - IR NEF > B
HET s REFEF > BiEE - FTld
st E o BRI HERLEIIT R 5 R
EART > BB AT Ry o

Wang, Hendrik Santo, and others involved in the project
were overjoyed at the Master’s approval, and immediately
started preparations. Within two months by March of 1993,
the association was officially registered with the state of
California, and officially opened to the public on February
17, 1994. The Venerable Master was invited to speak on the
opening day. During his speech, he said, “After you have
listened (wén), you need to contemplate (si). After you know
how to contemplate, you need to practice (xit). This is the
threefold wisdom of listening, contemplating, and practicing;
all of which are included in precepts, samadhi, and wisdom.
The precepts are meant to help prevent you from doing evil.
As long as you are doing good, you are cultivating purity. If
your mind is impure, then you are not doing good. If your
mind is pure, you are doing good. Doing no evil means that
you are not engaged in sexual misconduct. Doing good means
that you uphold pure conduct.”

When it was first established, the association regularly
invited the Venerable Master’s senior disciples, Reverend Heng
Sure and Dharma Master Heng Chih, to come and speak the
Dharma. Later, the two masters became too busy with the
many duties involved with spreading the Dharma; thus, it has
been a long time since they were able to go to the association
to give lectures. Therefore, in addition to the regular lectures
Hector gave himself, he also invited Dharma Masters from
other monasteries to come give lectures and lead group

cultivation. For over two decades, Hector has lectured on

many Mahayana sutras, including the Heart Sutra, the Vajra
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Sutra, the Six Patriarchs Dharma-Jewel Platform Sutra, the Sutra of
Merit and Virtue of Medicine Master Thus-Come Ones Fundamental
Vows, and the Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth Store Bodhisattva.

On September 23, 2012, Dharma Master Heng Lyu, the abbot
of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, who is ordinarily focused
on cultivation and rarely leaves the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
accepted an invitation to go to Bodhi Way Association (Wen Si
Xiu) to lecture and give a Dharma talk. It was an extraordinary and
auspicious Dharma event during which he gave a Dharma talk to
the public.

Hector remarked that the center has mainly been introducing
the Dharma to beginners. When it was first founded, dozens of
people attended on average, regardless of whether there was a
sutra lecture, a group event (such as bowing repentance), or other
activities. However, after Gold Sage Monastery was established in
San Jose, as well as many other branch temples by other major
Buddhist organizations were founded in Silicon Valley, attendance
at events at Bodhi Way Association (Wen Si Xiu) drastically
decreased over time. Whenever there was a celebration for the
birthday of a Buddha or Bodhisattva, or on the first or fifteenth
day of the lunar month, people would usually go to a monastery or
temple, where there were monastics presiding over Dharma events;
thus, attendance at the association decreased further. Therefore, in
recent years, Hector Wong began to ponder the future direction of
Wen Si Xiu.

In 2020, with the new coronavirus sweeping across the nation,
the Wen Si Xiu went into temporary lockdown per government
regulations, but still had to sustain the monthly expense. Hector, as
the Chairperson for the center, made this following announcement
during ta conference to close the facility and end all of it’s affairs:
“Due to the pandemic, we are no longer able to offer in person
group cultivation; meanwhile, all sutra lectures will be moved
online. After much deliberation, we have decided to accord with
conditions and close down the physical location of Wen Si Xiu.
We will no longer accept any further donations. We have donated
all the Buddha images, sutras, and equipment to one of CTTB’s
branch temples. After going through the formalities of shutting
down the association with the government, we will donate all the
rest of the funds in the bank to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

Upasaka Wong believes that, in the future, the decision to switch
from in-person group cultivation to online lectures is, perhaps,
the Bodhisattvas’ best arrangement for the future of Bodhi Way
Association (Wen Si Xiu) is in the cloud online. &



