The Teaching and Origin of the Avatamsaka Sutra
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When the Venerable Master was lecturing the Hud Ydn Jing,
the Avatamsaka, he corresponded with other monks and noted
their study and understanding of the Sutra. When I visited the
Hua Yan Lotus Temple in Taipei, I was told that they had some
correspondences from the Venerable Master in dialogue with
Venerable Cheng Yi of that temple. I was also told that Venerable
Shou Ye wrote, using his own blood, the entire Avatamsaka Sutra
in Chinese characters: two inches high.

Now, because this Dharma Assembly is investigating the “Ten
Grounds” Chapter of the Avatamsaka, 1 would like to refresh
everyone’s memory about the origins for the Sutra. Shakyamuni
Buddha repeatedly states that his ideas and actions are not
philosophies, but paths or vehicles; they are practical methods
that allow Awakening. The teaching of the Avatamsaka, the
Mahayana mind of Avatamsaka, was disseminated and developed
by Bodhisattava Nagarjuna, and the Venerables Vasubandbu
and A$vaghosa in India. It was translated into Chinese by
Buddhabhadra and Siksanada and it has undergone many changes
with the passage of time. As a result, numerous variations developed
in the teaching. Furthermore, the refinement, development and
completion of Avatamsaka School’s system of teaching took place
in China from the sixth dynasty (C.386-518 A.D.) to the heyday
of Chinese Buddhism during the Sui and Tang Dynasties (C.581-
906 A.D.). During this period of over 500 years, numerous
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learned masters took the Avatamsaka as their major subject of study as
well as of personal cultivation and established the Avatamsaka School
successfully along with its doctrines.

Nowadays, we try to grasp the Buddha’s teaching through the
the Avatamsaka Sutra, the meaning of which reflects the state of the
Buddha. The first step for the study of the Avatamsaka is to understand
the structure and system of the Avatamsaka. For the purposes of the
overall understanding of the the Avatamsaka itself, its text, translation,
commentary and sub-commentary are all recommended.

The Buddha taught the the Avatamsaka the first twenty-one days
after his enlightenment. As written words are based upon an alphabet
of letters or characters, so too all Dharmas are not separate from the Ten
Grounds. The teaching of this text forms the unique condition of the
Buddha’s Enlightenment. In the transmission of the the Avatamsaka,
without preaching Dharma by sound and word himself, the Buddha
emits a kind of light to transmit the dharma through the mind to
the Bodhisattvas, who will appreciate and assimilate the vast nuances
of the Buddha’s Enlightenment. The explanations for this teaching
were in a different awareness than the earthly world we typically are
aware of. Indeed, the infinite truth pervades not just this earth but
the Dharma Realm. Any possible feature of the truth is be revealed
anywhere and everywhere simultaneously.

So, likewise if we purify our minds and sincerely practice the
teachings of the Buddha and Bodhisattvas, we can draw near to them
and experience the light and presence of these great dharma beings.

We can become close to them and further our cultivation with these

good dharma friends. &

QA EZIE AU RVANEE- o S R

WA - BPIEERERTTE (3
L) AEEPBPEREGER ¢ (5
&L HIKEFRSL I (EPE YIS - B2
B (FEFRE) B Pl EEgE
ALY R RS & - By T RESH
¥ O(EERLK) AemtEryEg o
ARt (EERRES) HIEEAR ~ AR - (
FERLEn) M (ER) & T -

hPE R iE i #) < =1 HHE 3R H
stiEED (FEEZEE) o IRAISCFELA
FHRBCET RARE—EE - — VLA
AHE L) o BRI R
RAERFAE R - AR S ED (58
L) HUBRET - PhFeLA R
BE N E AL - EREHEOE
HAEEEEAL - RERE e
fribfe a2 o (b EnE
HIEER BT AP AE T 5
& (EEEAE) MEESHVHEREA
(EiRIEE R - EEASR
ATREAE— Vg [l 2B

L > R B B FHL
FeUMEEEENIEOE - FTHEE
FERET ~ RREGZ S TERCIHATRE
& o BT LR - AEERES
sE IS REACKE ST - #

B Ak A s i08 s

VAJRA BODHI SEA

STRIE MR AT CEMERRMESE

Tt =2 4% > 408 @ D.RB.A. Gold Mountain Monastery

iT# & Subscription Form

EXSEHNIE In America & Europe, please send to:

44 Name:

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
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Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001
subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:

Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
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