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21. A Duck Listens to the Dharma

Early one summer day in 1952, during the fourth
lunar month of the “Rénchén” (Water Dragon) year,
the Venerable Master lectured on the “Universal Door”
chapter of the Lotus Sutra at Western Bliss Garden
Monastery to awaken people that were confused. On
the last day of the lecture, suddenly a duck, which was
outside the fence, came into the temple and quietly sat
in front of the temple door, as though it was listening to
the Dharma. People used a fan to chase it off, but it still
came back, even though it had been chased off several
times.The Venerable Master stopped the laypeople from
chasing it out, and then, also transmitted the three refuges
to the duck. After the transmission of the three refuges
was completed, the duck unexpectedly reentered the
Buddha Hall, circumambulated the bowing cushions,
and nodded its head as though it was bowing. Only after
the Master finished lecturing the sutra did the duck leave.

Venerable Master’s Narration:

While I was lecturing on the sutras at the Western
Bliss Garden Monastery, there was once a duck that came
to listen. The duck bowed behind my bowing cushion,
and as it bowed, it quacked. Upasika Gan Guo Hui
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took a palm-leaf hand-fan to chase it out.
However, when Guo Hui came back, the
duck came back too. It was still quacking,
and continued bowing here. Although the
duck was chased out three or four times, it
still came back. So finally, I told her not to
chase it away anymore. The duck sat down
and listened to the sutra lecture. When
people left to take a group photograph, the
duck followed them as well. People were
standing on the platform; however, since the
duck could not go up, it stayed underneath
the platform.The photographer did not
notice it and so the duck was not in the group
photo. During a Dharma talk,
no matter what kind of beings
come in, do not chase them out;
this applies to even mosquitoes,
flies, and moths that come to
listen to the Dharma. Do you
remember when [ was at the
Buddhist Lecture Hall and
Gold Mountain Monastery and
there were insects in my teacup?
They also came to listen to the
Dharma. Those insects belonged
to the dragon species. Toads
are also members of the dragon

family.

[Postscript] Upasika Tan Guo Shi’s narrative:

After Venerable Master came out from the cave at
Furong Mountain, the first monastery he built was
Western Bliss Garden monastery. I took refuge there.
I am familiar with all the incidents that happened
there, such as how the water came to the Western Bliss
Garden, how Upasaka Li’s mother was crossed over and
the suffering of the deceased was ended, and how a duck
listened to the Dharma.

s To be continued



