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The Sutra of the Past Vows of
Earth Store Bodhisattva with Commentary
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute

Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih

Sitra:

There is no need for you to grieve further. The offender Yue
Di Li was born in the heavens three days ago. It is said that she
received the benefit of offerings made and blessings cultivated by
her filial child. She practiced giving to the monastery that houses
Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi Self-Mastery King Thus Come
One’s stupa. Not only was the Bodhisattva’s mother released from
the hells, but all the other offenders who were in the Relentless
Hell also received bliss and were reborn with her. Having finished
speaking, the ghost king put his palms together and withdrew.

Commentary:

There is no need for you to grieve further. Worry no more.
Do not think about your mother with such sadness or miss her so
that you cannot let her go. The offender Yue Di Li, a woman who
committed offenses, was born in the heavens three days ago. How?

It is said that she received the benefit of offerings made and
blessings cultivated by her filial child. I heard that she has a filial
child. The Chinese character for “child” usually means “a son” but
since she was a daughter, it is translated as “child,” which is not
gender specific. She did things to create blessings for her mother. She
practiced giving to the monastery that houses Enlightenment-
Flower Samadhi Self-Mastery King Thus Come One’s stupa.
The giving included making vegetarian offerings to the Sangha and
providing for those in the assembly as well.

Not only was the Bodhisattva’s mother released from the
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suffering of the hells, but all the other offenders like your mother
who were in the Relentless Hell also received bliss. On that day
all of them were able to leave suffering and attain bliss and were
reborn with her. They all gained rebirth in the heavens. Having
finished speaking, the ghost king put his palms together
respectfully and withdrew.

Sutra:

The Brahman woman returned swiftly as if from a dream,
understood what had happened, and then made a profound and
far-reaching vow before the stupas and images of Enlightenment-
Flower Samadhi Self-Mastery King Thus Come One, saying, “I
vow that until the end of future eons I will respond to beings
suffering for their offenses by using many expedient devices to
bring about their liberation.” The Buddha told Manjushri, “The
Ghost King Poisonless is the present Bodhisattva Foremost
Wealth. The Brahman woman is now Earth Store Bodhisattva.”

Commentary:

The Brahman woman returned swiftly as if from a dream.
“Swiftly” indicates it took her very little time. The Chinese character
translated “swiftly” here is usually in a compound that means to
search, but here it means “quickly” — in a flash she was back home.
It was like it happened in a dream state. She understood what
had happened. When she got back, she thought to herself, “Oh, I
was on a seashore where I met Poisonless the great ghost king; and
then I saw evil beasts and offenders in the hells. I asked him where
my mother was reborn, and the ghost king said she was reborn in
the heavens.” She knew that none of this was illusory but occurred
because Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi Self-Mastery King Thus
Come One’s awesome might helped to make it happen.

And then she made a profound and far-reaching vow before
the stupas and images of Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi Self-
Mastery King Thus Come One. She made a vast vow. What was
it? “I vow that until the end of future eons. When will future
eons end? They will never end. Hence, the vows of Earth Store
King Bodhisattva will never end either. I will respond to beings
suffering for their offenses throughout all six destinies by using
many expedient devices. I will think of every way possible and will
use a wide range of skillful means to bring about their liberation,

allowing them to leave suffering and attain bliss.”

5> To be continued
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