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Unlocking Our Inner Potential
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An Excerpt from Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Commentary

on National Master Ching Liangs Prologue to the Avatamsaka Sutra
English translated by Richard Shieh (12th grader) & Andrew Yan (11th grader)

of Developing Virtue Boys School

AR 2 TIHE
HYETEREY R > —JE
FELARTRLZ 1B (E T
o BBAE - MERAES
REARZIEM TIH, - F
REGEA T A RETRTREY
FAtE -

o TS E L TT - B
GURMIaE s SRR &
JERREY 7 i (A e A 14
IRBAEH LY ——JEFT8H
BT AR EEA
mt > A REEFTERIT R
SRR T (T TS
REYE 2 J& RS —
FESHAY T (% - EAE R0 E A (SRt -
B LARAEA REFABH (1B E A58
ELUE ? WL R AZHETT » Sk{EL
M T ~ &b - FEOD - aREE
EHRAETRALIESRRL © IR PEERRF i
fdRELIE > IR sHmRe 1T -

FEIR O EEH A —EH - ST
TR ? RECE 15 - LE
FEHEATE ? RMTEERERE - =
AEZMEHET  BEAE > AEE
BRWE  BE8%-

EfE I BRI > JER

To be worthy of the Sudden School
teachings, sentient beings must have
already received teachings from the
Gradual School. That is what makes them
capable of withstanding the “onslaught”
of the Sudden School teachings. Having
developed roots of goodness, they are now
ripe for awakening,.

Related to this topic, let me speak alittle
bit about how one attains enlightenment.
Attaining enlightenment is like opening
a lock: when a door is locked, you need
a key to open it. Where do you get this
key? When the lock is made, so is the key:
hence, we know the lock can be opened.
But what is the key? It is your effort in cultivation, whether
you constantly investigate your Chan topic, meditate, recite the
Buddha’s name, uphold mantras, or recite sutras — all of these
are a search for that key. When you find the key, the lock will
open.

Within your mind there is also a lock. What is it? Make a
guess —try to figure it out. Whoever guesses correctly will be
on the verge of awakening; whoever doesn’t still needs to study
and practice the Buddhadharma.

Your “ignorance” is the lock: this lock confines you in
darkness, and once you succeed in opening it, the light will
shine through. If the door stays locked or becomes locked again,

it will be dark inside. Your “ignorance” is the lock: possessing
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BUDDHISM A TO Z

the key will enable you to break through your ignorance.

No matter what method you use, as long as you break
through your ignorance, you have opened the lock. Once
you open the lock, you will realize your inherent wisdom,
and the light of that wisdom will shine forth. Those without
ignorance will be free of affliction in every situation because
the light of their wisdom has shone forth.

That said, people who are ready to receive the Sudden
School teachings must have previously received instruction
in the Dharma. That’s right! It is like searching for a key
every day, and finally finding it. Once you find the key, you
open the “door” of ignorance which allows the light of your
wisdom to shine forth. Your enlightenment today is the
result; the cause and condition is your past cultivation. If
you failed to plant the seed of enlightenment in the past, you
will not attain fruition. Therefore, you must first perform the
work of cultivation if you want to attain enlightenment.

Why was Shakyamuni Buddha able to become a Buddha
during his lifetime? He cultivated wisdom and blessings
for countless (three asamkhyeya) kalpas, and planted seeds
for attaining fine and noble physical features. In three
asamkhyeya kalpas, he cultivated both blessings and wisdom;
in a hundred great kalpas, he cultivated the thirty-two
hallmarks, and eighty subsidiary noble features. As a result,
during his lifetime, he was able to attain enlightenment
under the Bodhi tree while gazing at the stars. Had he not
cultivated before, he would not have attained enlightenment
and become a Buddha during his lifetime; he would have
had to wait hundreds of thousands of years. &
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Ignorance is the fundamental cause of our non-enlightenment. “Ignorance is merely false. It is not real,
and so it is subject to production, extinction, increase, decrease, defilement, purity, and so on. Ignorance
is false and unreal. It has no reality. It is only a name and corresponds to nothing in reality. It cannot be
grasped or seen. It causes us to undergo the burning of birth, old age, sickness, and death, worry, grief,
and misery.”
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