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City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

Hosts Its First Online Guanyin Session
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Written and translated by Baihua Zhang
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The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas held its first online Guanyin
Session from August 2 to August 8, 2020. Many laypeople who
couldnt come to the monastery were able to attend this 7-day
online session and felt it to be a precious experience.

In this Guanyin session, sitting and silent recitation were
shorter and less frequent, circumambulation was cancelled, the
running part of great transference of merit and virtue was changed
to chanting only.

Quite a few laypeople who participated in this online Guanyin
session shared their insights and feelings:

Yang Liu, Dharma Realm Buddhist University faculty: Any
online Dharma assembly is valuable for me during this time when
we cannot go to the monastery. Even though the online session
is not the same as an on-site session, it's more powerful than
practicing alone. Thinking about so many people taking part in
this session from their respective corners of the world at the same
time and dedicating the merit to the world and all beings together,
I felt encouraged and not lazy or lax.

I would like to request with utmost sincerity that Dharma
Masters can continue to lead dharma assemblies online.

Jianqiu Wu, MA student at DRBU: I have been staying home
for spiritual practices since the breakout of this pandemic and
have experienced Dharma joy. However, taking part in this online
session, as everyone bowed and chanted following the Dharma
Masters’ chanting, I could feel a special resonance in it. This gave

me an experience of collective joy which cannot be felt when doing
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spiritual practices alone.

Audrey Huang: The schedule of this Guanyin session was
great, because it allowed disciples in Asia to attend as well. The
slides were beautifully created so that people without the access
to the sutra or repentance book at home could also join the
session and they were able to see the compassionate appearance
of Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, and Venerable Master Hua. I am
grateful for all the arrangements that made it possible. On the
last day of the session, I diligently followed the Dharma Masters’
chanting and bowing at home celebrating the enlightenment of
Guanyin Bodhisattva. I felt that my mind became purer and my
Bodhi resolve and a sense of shame arose spontaneously. I felt
my mind relax and become at ease. This was a state difficult to
attain when I did my spiritual practices on my own. I assumed I
was blessed by the Triple Jewel and the meritorious virtue of the
Dharma assembly.

Juan Juan Yeh: The benefit of an online Dharma assembly
is flexibility and versatility. Anyone can log in anytime and
anywhere based on their circumstances. Virtual Dharma sessions
broke the barrier of time and space, an impossible feat if it were
held in-person. It kept us spiritually connected even as we were
geographically apart.

Linda Shiao from the east coast of US: Even though I do
my personal spiritual practices at home, ordinary life keeps me
lazier and more lax...and the spread of COVID-19 in the US
seems like it will never end. It was very lucky for me that the
Dharma Masters at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas offered
this online session so that we disciples could get online to recite
the sutra and bow the repentance and not miss the session. The
online group practice (Dharma assembly) is like a bright lamp,
shining its beams of light in the dark for us disciples.

Jiali Xie: The Great Compassion Repentance is my favorite
among all the events in the Guanyin session. After attending this
session, my health has clearly improved. I had a physical check-
up in June. Five measurements were beyond normal range. After
attending CTTB’s online Guanyin session, I did the check-up
again. They had all returned to normal. I have since been in
much better spirits. I don’t even feel pain from the spinal disc
herniation. I can now bow to Venerable Master Hua 108 times

a day.
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Thao Phi, alumna of Developing Virtue Girls School,
felt that there was very positive energy throughout the
week of the Guanyin session. Although it was online, it was
uplifting to be able to access a live-stream of the “Universal
Door Chapter.” The audio was clear and made it easy to
listen to, recite along, and share with others. Thao said, “It
did not occur to me that in 2020 I would have to participate
virtually from home. But if that is the safest option, I am
grateful for the opportunity. The virtual Guanyin session was
innovative, and if we must remain afar for now, we hope to
continue to request Dharma from the CTTB Sangha.”

This year has become the worst year for wildfires in
California. Starting in mid-August, the San Francisco Bay
Area was at risk due to the fires. On August 19th Gold Sage
Monastery in San Jose was included in the red evacuation
warning zone. Laypeople near Gold Sage Monastery urged
Dharma Masters there to evacuate. However, there were fires
on every evacuation route, so the Dharma Masters decided
instead to recite the Great Compassion Mantra. They
started a daily 1-hour Great Compassion Mantra recitation
when the COVID-19 pandemic began. When the wildfires
started, they started reciting the Great Compassion Mantra
108 times a day, in addition to their usual daily practices and
the daily Great Compassion Repentance. Every time after
they finished reciting the Great Compassion Mantra 108
times, and dedicated the merits, they saw the wind change
direction and the sky become clearer. On August 25th, when
the California wildfires were still raging, the one closest to
Gold Sage Monastery was contained and it was no longer
included in the red evacuation warning zone. It was a relief
for the Dharma Masters there.

The year 2020 has brought about crises of many kinds,
both natural and man-made. Sincerely reciting the sutras
and mantras and relying on the kindness and compassion
of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas is one way to mitigate the
suffering caused by disasters for all living beings. Dharma
Realm Buddhist Association posts online Dharma assemblies
and recitation schedules on the following websites: www.
drba.org, www.cttbusa.org, www.drbu.edu. Everyone is
welcome to visit our websites to listen, recite and dedicate

merit along with with us. &



