Starting Out From Buddha Root Farm
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A Talk Given by Peter Schmitz at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas on Febuary 27, 2019

Chinese Translation by Liu Rui, Janet Lee
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In the year 1974, two American Bhikshus did the first
three steps-one bowing pilgrimage from San Francisco
through Oregon to Seattle, Washington. In 1975, the
owners of Buddha Root Farm held a seven-day Amitabha
retreat on the coast of Oregon. Shifu agreed to give Dharma
talks at the University of Oregon in Eugene, the monks
and nuns came up to my friend’s property outside Eugene,
and my friend invited me to come to see them. It was a
warm sunny afternoon, and everyone was enjoying the nice
weather outside.

I went into my friend’s house alone, and no words were
spoken by Shifu, who was standing in the room. Some kind
of mysterious communication occurred. I looked at Shifu
and knew that he was my teacher, and that Buddhism was
the path for my future. At Christmas in 1976, that same
friend invited me to drive with a group to Gold Mountain
Monastery in San Francisco to attend a seven-day Amitabha
meditation retreat.

I had never done a retreat before, and never done
meditation at all. During that first meditation retreat, I
had a very unusual experience. During one of the sitting
periods, a white tiger with horns came walking down the
aisle. Shifu was sitting in full lotus on a white lotus flower
on the tiger’s back. Later, I learned that the vision was a
manifestation of Manjushri Bodhisattva. When I saw Shifu

riding on the tiger, that visual experience was amazing, but
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my understanding was weak. I was only 30 years old and
knew nothing about Buddhism. That kind of teaching
from Shifu is called a gathering in Dharma. Over 40 plus
years of cultivation and practice, the meaning has become
stronger and deeper, especially when one has to talk about
it in front of the great assembly.

At the completion of that meditation retreat, a refuge
ceremony was held for a family of one Vietnamese monk.
They asked me if I wanted to join the ceremony; I did
attend the refuge ceremony and became a disciple of Shifu.
It is impossible to explain how deeply Buddhism helped
me transform my life for the better. In other words, I had
a very great need for improving my life. After we returned
from the meditation retreat, my normal life continued.
One night when I was sleeping at home, Shifu appeared in
my room. He said, I should come back to the monastery.
There was a picture of my girlfriend on the dresser. Shifu
looked at the photo and said, “Get rid of that person.” I
arranged my affairs, drove to San Francisco, and started

living as a volunteer at Gold Mountain Monastery. &
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I advocate people recite Amitabha Buddha’s name; I also advocate people to investigate Chan in this
country. Why is that? Because I am willing to teach some people to be the “Tigers with horns,” so others
are scared when they see these people. A tiger is powerful originally, but it is even more ferocious with two
horns. Thus, you all shall be tigers with horns in the future. Be a tiger with horns; I am not asking you to
eat people, but asking you to carry forward Buddha Dharma in all places, subdue the celestial demons and
the externalists, make the demon king regulated as soon as he sees you. I said it is a metaphor; you should
not think yourself is a real tiger with two horns, and run all over the mountain and all places. What I said
is, “A site with Chan is a pure land, just as a tiger with horns. “ You investigate Chan and recite Amitabha’s
name, and then you are just like a tiger with horns.

—Instructional Talk Given by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua in August, 1975 at Buddha Root Farm ® English translated by

Cindy Wang
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