The Bodhisattva King Earth T'reasury of Great Vows
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A Talk Given by Alan Nicholson at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas on July 30, 2017

Chinese Translation by Alexandra Gracia-Zhang
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In 1972, I was living at Gold Mountain Monastery in
San Francisco. This is the first Gold Mountain Monastery
on 15th Street. My father had recently died so I was reciting
the Earth Store Sutra on his behalf.

It says in the sutra if you recite within a sincere heart
and recite the sutra for twenty-one days that Earth Store
Bodhisattva will come and take you to your parents so you
can see how they’re doing.

After fourteen days, I finished reciting and went up to
my room, which was on the third floor. I sat down and
a very unusual state occurred. What happened was Earth
Store Bodhisattva came and said, “Come with me.” We
flew up into the air and went to visit my father.

Earth Store Bodhisattva took me up into the air. This
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was in San Francisco. My father’s house was over in
Berkeley. So we flew up over San Francisco Bay and went
to my father’s house and he was there.

I said, “How have you been?” He said, “I'm fine.” 1
said, “The doctors are going to be really surprised when
I tell them that you're not dead, you're here.” He looked
very real. He said, “I don’t feel like 'm any different.” We
had a little more small talk. Then Earth Store Bodhisattva
said we have to return now, so we flew back up in the air
and went back to Gold Mountain Monastery.

At that time, it wasn't like sleeping, and it wasn’t
like being awake. It was something completely different
than I'd ever experienced before or sensed. It was a pretty
amazing experience. Master Hua’s room was just down the
hall, next to mine. I walked over to his room and knocked
on the door. He told me to come in and I explained what
had happened.

I said, “Master, it felt like you and Earth Store
Bodhisattva were almost the same. It felt like you, it
looked like you, but it wasn’t exactly you.”

He smiled and said, “You should just keep up working.
Don’t pay any attention to this, just keep up the good
work; don’t be attached to any states that arise.” That was
all he said. So I went back to my room and took his words
to heart as well as I could.

There’s a little bit more to this story—this was in 1972.
In 1973, to my best recollection and from asking other
people, the Master brought out a painting of Earth Store
Bodhisattva. The strangest thing about this whole story is
that this is exactly what Earth Store Bodhisattva looked
like in the state I had. I've never seen another image quite
like this. It was very odd because, at least a year after I had
this state and seen the Bodhisattva and then the Master
painted the picture.

Now this picture is hanging in CTTB. Ever since this
happened, I've always felt I had a close affinity with Earth
Store Bodhisattva.

It’s just these kinds of experiences that make practicing
Buddhism so much more exciting.

I’'ve been helping to design and build the Earth Store
Hall at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. One of the
projects within that is to design and build the statue of
Earth Store Bodhisattva.
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I want to explain a little about how the committee of the
Earth Store Hall came up with the design and appearance
of the statue we wanted to make. When the Earth Store
Hall committee formed, there were 20 people. There were
10 left home people and 10 lay people who had an interest
or background in decision making in the association, or had
particular interest in art or building and design. It was a very
well rounded committee to design the renovation for the design
of the Earth Store Hall. We didn’t have any idea what the
image would look like that would finally be on the altar. Lots
of people did Internet searches, looked in books and libraries,
and collected images. At last, the committee favored a statute
made by an artist who was a wood carver in Mainland China.
We contacted him and asked him if he could make another one
similar to that. He carved the statue out of wood.

But later, we came up with a size of the statue, which was
almost 14 feet tall. It couldn’t be carved out of wood because
the wood wasn’t very stable and he would’ve had a hard time
making an image that large. So we took it from his studio in
Mainland China and took it to Taiwan where they made a
model of it in clay and then scanned that with a 3D scanner
and blew it up to the size we wanted — almost 14 feet. We had
it cast in bronze. These are images of the finished piece; it’s
not quite finished, as they are still making the staff for it. This
is going to be coming to CTTB as soon as we can provide a
hall for the statue. The company that made it, the foundry and
sculpture factory, had never done an image like this before; this
is very detailed and it’s naturally finish.

This is 6000 pounds of cast bronze metal and it’s very heavy.
It will be a special treat to have it here at CTTB

I also wanted to talk about the meaning of Earth Store
Bodhisattva. In Sanskrit it is, Kshitigarbha, which can be
broken down into two concepts. Kshiti means earth or ground
as in the mind ground, thus it can be thought of the original
source or our original source. Kshiti has this concept of earth,
which could be taken literally or it can also be represented as
the mind ground. Garbha means receptacle, storehouse or
treasury. Kshitigarbha is just the treasury of the mind ground.
This is one way to look at it.

I wanted to express the words that the sculptor gave us. We
asked him what he thought about when he made the Earth
Store Bodhisattva statue. He said that the statue emphasizes
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the beauty of the bodhisattva’s adorned features as an
embodiment of the dharma. Simple lines complement
the colors of the statue. The right triangle outline—
which is the way the Bodhisattva is sitting on this stone
and the vertical posture creates a triangle—exhibits
the Bodhisattva’s composure and grace and symbolizes
his vast vows. Furthermore, we humans should keep
our minds tranquil as the earth, nurturing all forms
unconditionally. The earth acts effortlessly, and is
impartial, honorable, and unattached. Humans should
live in harmony with the earth. We must safeguard
our original mind. The essence of the Buddha is our
original nature. The essence of our original nature is
the Buddha. This is to say that being able to see one’s
true nature is to realize Buddhahood. The nature is our
original Buddhanature, which we must investigate and
appreciate on our own. Earth Store Bodhisattva holds
the earth that contains these countless seeds of goodness

and enlightenment. &
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Correction : In July 2020 (Issue #602) of this publication, on color page 49, “2018 Summer, Manjushri
Center, CTTB” should be “2018 Summer, Guest Building, CTTB”
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We welcome articles. Please send the articles to

vbs@drba.org

EXEHIE In America & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

o In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055 Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org
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