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This essay is an attempt at summarizing information
about the Venerable Master’s own education and erudition,
his contacts with the academic community, and his vision for
Buddhist education.

One of the four main legacies of the Venerable Master Hsuan
Hua, who is widely known as a pioneer in bringing Buddhism
to the West and teaching it to Westerners, is his educational
vision. He established Instilling Goodness Elementary School
and Developing Virtue High School, Dharma Realm Buddhist
University, and encouraged his monastic disciples to obtain
higher educational degrees. He envisioned a network of Buddhist
educational institutions that would be equivalent in their scope
to what the Catholics had accomplished in this field. He urged

monastics to become teachers in the Buddhist schools and in
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the university in ways that would make their teaching endeavors
part of their daily self-cultivation on the Bodhisattva Path. In so
doing, he advocated making monastics approachable, wholesome,
and personal mentors and role models for students.

In addition to teaching the standard academic subjects, he
emphasized instilling students with moral foundations that
included not only the Buddhist ethical tradition, but also the
Chinese Confucian tradition and other compatible sources from
a wide range of cultures, both from the East and the West. He
advocated moral teaching beginning with respect for parents and
the honoring of elders as a foundation for all social relationships
later in life.

Although the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua only had two and
a half years of formal education, his deep learning was evident to
many. Over the years many well-known scholars paid their respects
to the Venerable Master. Among them were the following: Paul
Cardinal Yubin, Catholic cardinal of Nanjing and founder of Fu Jen
University in Taiwan; Prof. John B. Tsu, advisor to four American
presidents; Prof. Chang-Lin Tien, chancellor of the University of
California at Berkeley from 1990-97; renowned neo-Confucian
scholar Prof. Lifu Chen; Prof. Yeh Chia-ying, Prof. David T. Kearns,
Deputy Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education (1991—
1993), Dr. Steve Pappas, senior policy advisor for the Bureau of
Postsecondary Education at the U.S. Department of Education,
Prof. David Ruegg, Prof. Jacob Needleman, Prof. Edward Conze,
Prof. Lewis Lancaster, Prof. P. Jaini, Prof. Nancy Lethcoe, Prof.
Henry Rosemont Jr., Prof. William Herbrechtsmeier, Prof. Stephen
Jenkins, and Prof. Mary I. Bockover. The Master was frequently
invited to lecture at various universities, including Stanford
University, University of California at Berkeley, University of
California at Davis, UCLA, University of Washington, University
of Oregon, University of British Columbia, University of Hawaii,
and San Francisco State University.

The Venerable Master balanced respect for education and
educators with a healthy disdain for those within the profession
with outsized academic egos, who spewed self-serving academic
fabrications, or who had serious moral failings. He said:

[Some] professors also bicker and compete, each trying to outdo
the other by setting up a strange and unusual style. They curry
the favor of their students, encourage partisanship, and engage in
mutual attacks and slander. They fail to embody the spirit of the
righteousness of the Way. Their constant competition for power

and profit is a major reason for the deterioration of social mores.

b NEER A2 T ARV IE
HEE - (e 2 R
HIHY o 282K > B2 I E A
EAEEL > AR MERE
BE T H B EE KR AA
N T et 2~ DOz EEIAEAR
AR R IR > 1990-974F 1
PN EAG LA 3 RS = FH R AR
%~ BB RER BRI KRBT
BEREIR - EHHEHEIEE
(1991-1993) K « REHTH
¥ ZEEBEHEERE R =R
PR AR Sh AR« MEiE A L
K- BEEZ - HEH - BfE
SEI - BREE - LA - B
S« BERETRERIR - K - EF
B - B SRTREEGR - F
F « INEEETEEFF BT ~ BB - b
MEROoRBE T - L% - BS
B LI VSRE « 3RS -
Bl A& 2 B S KREFEE &
FEHTIHAEAREE ~ DN K E AT e 3
SIRE ~ N RERERAERT 312~
JNRERIRAZEE 3L ~ TR K
2 BN REE - ANYIEEMa L
HEREF R - HER REME &
LLNIZ ARERSE -

FABEHENEE T/FE
{HEAAR I L 2E F A R
filt H e ~ BAREMBIE S B E
BRI A IR [ER R
FVIERR o fsh -

(B BIRte s s
{1 A2 S B 5 R 1 2 e e A
A o TR EEAENFR - ME
IREMR R > 36 HAE B R EE
7 o M f1 e A IR EE E AR
T o A SEHRE T ROF 25 Y A BT SR
Fo B gEEHHEENER
JFRRZ— -

e S A ——E
B FIBUASR » (R E TR AL -

AucusT 2020 VAJRA BopHi SEa | 31

BB i ot ‘ @734 IHaog



B #i ot ‘ BooHi FIELD

Despite the wide range of adults—from professors to
politicians, from electricians to doctors, from students to
realtors, who came to study with the Venerable Master, I found
watching him interact with little children, particularly before
they were of school age, most interesting. He was usually able to
teach them much more directly than adults. That is, he was able
to make them aware of their wrong views about their relation to
themselves and others much more easily, because they had not
developed so many ego defense layers and habit structures. A
corollary of that insight is that the usual default view of adults
as wise and experienced teachers for children is flawed in that
it leaves out the extent that we can learn from little children,
because they are much more wholesomely connected with the
‘loving compassionate energy’ than most adults are.

However much the Venerable Master learned in his own
studies, he shared it with others.

At the age of fifteen, the Venerable Master went to school
for the first time, and when he was sixteen, he started lecturing
on the Buddhist Sutras to help those who wanted to learn
the Buddha’s teachings but were illiterate. He was not only
diligent and focused but possessed a photographic memory,
and so he had already been able to memorize the Four Books
and the Five Classics of the Confucian tradition. He had also
studied traditional Chinese medicine, astrology, divination,
physiognomy, and the scriptures of the great religions. When
he was seventeen, he established a free school, in which, as the
lone teacher, he taught some thirty impoverished children and
adults. At the age of eighteen, after only two and a half years of
schooling, he left school to care for his terminally ill mother.

After he was fully ordained as a monastic, he availed
himself of every opportunity for further study. He attended
the Sutra lectures of eminent Dharma masters, and when he
was at Nanhua Monastery, he took time out from his monastic
duties to read the entire Buddhist canon (tripitaka). Early in his
teaching career in the West, he gave daily or weekly classes that
included calligraphy, matched couplets, Buddhist biography, his
Water and Mirror essays, and Chinese medicine in addition to
his daily, sometimes twice-daily, Sutra lectures. He also directed
his disciples to teach various language classes at his monastery,
including Chinese, English, Japanese, French and Spanish.

52 To be continued
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