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Sincerity Yields Efficaciousness
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An excerpt from Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Commentary on Chapter Twenty Seven,

“The Ten Samadhis,” of the Avatamsaka Sutra

English translated by Cindy Wang
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At Gold Mountain Monastery everyday we speak the
Dharma and lectures the sutras to teach and transform living
beings. However, while the power of the Buddha is great,
the power of the demons’ influences is greater, because in
the present times, Dharma is weak whereas the power of the
demon is strong. So those who are willing to cultivate are easily
swayed, because their self-defence is not strong, so the demonic
forces from the outside easily find their way in. Because of this,
practitioners may sometimes cultivate—taking one step forward
and then two steps back—unwilling to go forward with vigor
and courage. All of these are due to the influence of their past
habits. The work of the demon is to disturb your resolve to
cultivate. Because of this cultivators think everything is not as
they wish and thus the strength of their Bodhi resolve vacillates

—advancing a little and retreating somewhat. Thoughts of
attachment often takes control of them.

Some people say International Institute of Translation on
Washington Street and Gold Mountain Monastery often have
issues with each other. What is the reason for that? It is because
the heavenly demons and those of heterodox paths intend to
destroy the true Dharma by all means. Thus some small issues or
occurrences were caused to evolve into major issues or concerns.

Today is the twelfth day of the eighth month, and with the
merit of today’s Dharma Assembly, I wish to help everyone of
you cross over your past foes and debtors, helping them to be
reborn in the Pure Land and not coming here to disturb us who
are cultivating the Path.

So, in a while, all of you should bow before the Buddha,

and contemplate that all of your past lives’ parents, ancestors
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and debtors from limitless kalpas past, will instantly transcend
suffering, attain bliss, and be reborn in the Pure Land of
Ultimate Bliss. And that all of you can attain purity in body
and mind, so as to cultivate the unsurpassed path of Bodhi. If
you are sincere, it will be efficacious. If you can contemplate
sincerely, you will definitely attain responses.

Sincerity yields efficaciousness. You should sincerely ask the
Buddhas of the ten directions to help you. My own power is not
enough. When we ask the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas of the ten
directions to help us, we must be sincere and truly repent, and
truly wish to cross over those beings of our own demonic karma.

Demonic karma created in the past causes us to dislike
other people as well as causes us to have limitless and boundless
afflictions. If you can bring forth your sincerity and wish to
cross over those who have been your parents, ancestors, and
karmic debtors from limitless kalpas past, you will receive such

responses and power. You must be sincere for it to work. &
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Disciple: Regarding the issue of lying, there are so-called “silent lies.” I want to ask that, if you do not step
up, persuade, or stop those destructive behaviors, in that way, you agree with the evil actions -- isn’t it
because of silence that eventually made it a lie?

VM Hua: You are right. That is the case, but it is better than one who talks nonsense. Lying in silence is
not suitable; however, lying by speaking out is even worse. For example, we hope that no such bad things
happen; if we cannot do so by our strength, let it go. One person’s power is not enough to stop other people
from speaking falsely..

—Instructional Talk Given by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua in August, 1975 at Buddha Root Farm ® English translation by

Cindy Wang
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