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CuAPTER ONE:
SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS IN THE PALACE OF THE TRAYASTRIMSHA HEAVEN
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute

Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih

Sitra:

Poisonless asked,“What was the Bodhisattva’s mother’s
“My
parents were both Brahmins. My father’s name was Shila

name and clan?” The worthy woman replied,

Sudarshana. My mother’s name was Yue Di Li. Poisonless
placed his palms together, and implored the worthy
woman, “Please, Worthy One, quickly return home.”

Commentary:

Poisonless asked the Brahmin woman for more detail
because she had not told him her mother’s family name or
given name. He needed more information. “What was the
Bodhisattva’s mother’s name and clan? What was your
mother’s surname? First name? Where did she live? What was
her address? Please tell me clearly.”

The worthy Brahmin woman replied, “My parents were
both Brahmins. My father and my mother were both of the
Brahmin caste.” There are four castes in India.

1. The Brahmins are the clan of purity.

2. The Kshatriyas are royalty.

3. The Vaishyas are the merchants, including both
travelling sales and shopkeepers.

4. The Shudras are the lowest caste including butchers,

those who work in slaughter houses and the like.
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In India, butchers could not walk alongside other people
but had to walk on the roadside alone. If they met members
of the royalty, they could not even walk on the same road.
They were marked so that everyone could tell at a glance that
they were Shudras, the lowliest of castes.

The Brahmin woman is a2 member of the Brahmin clan,
a member of the elite. Both Indian and Great Britain were
hierarchical and that continues today. United States is
democratic and so the system is not hierarchical, it is based
on equality. India was different; high class individuals would
not converse with low class individuals. If someone from
the upper class spoke with members of the lower class, the
nobility would look down on them and say, “You devalue
your status; you disgrace yourself.” Hierarchical thought
makes sharp divisions.

My father’s name was Shila Sudarshana. Shila usually
refers to the Vinaya, but here it means “cool and refreshing.”
My mother’s name was Yue Di Li, the Chinese transliteration
of her Sanskrit name. This name is not formally explained in
the Buddhist sutras, but let me add some comments now.
“Yue” means favor, “Di” means emperor, and “Li” means
benefit. She was so beautiful even the emperor favoured her.
And so she received the benefit of having the emperor’s favor.
Her name could be explained that way.

Since people’s names are not fixed, you may explain them
however you want as long as what you say is reasonable. This
is especially the case if the name is Sanskrit. Do not simply
claim ignorance when you see things in the sutras you do not
understand. Use your wisdom to reflect on those unknowns.
From the revelations your wisdom provides, you come to the
conclusion “Ah ha! So that’s what it means!” Things can be
explained in any way that is reasonable, as long as you don’t
scold others or use definitions that are destructive. So there
is no need to be too rigid.

Poisonless placed his palms together. When Poisonless
heard the Brahmin woman’s answer, he put his palms together
in respect and implored the worthy Brahmin woman,

“Please, Worthy One, quickly return home.”

$0To be continued
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