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Online Commemoration of the 25th Annmiversary

of Venerable Master Hua's Nirvana

By Ji Nianhui  English Translation by Bhikshuni Jin Nan
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June 30, 2020 (the tenth day of the fifth lunar month) was
the 25th Anniversary of the Venerable Master Hua’s Entering
Nirvana. As all the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association branch
temples affected by the pandemic this year, plans were changed to
observe commemorative ceremonies. There were several branches
that provided disciples the opportunity to participate in the

ceremonies through livestream.
The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB)

On June 28 (Sunday), the recitation of the Avatamsaka Sutra
—“Samantabhadra Bodhisattva’s Conduct and Vows” began at 7
a.m. The Venerable Master told his disciples in his last words that

the Avatamsaka Sutra is a major sutra that all his disciples must
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recite. After the recitation of the “Samantabhadra Bodhisattva’s
Conduct and Vows” Chapter, the clear melody of Avatamsaka
Syllabary was sung. The power of singing the Avatamsaka Syllabary
is incredible, and can eliminate one’s karmic offenses.

Continuing the tradition over the years is to visit and
circumambulate the “Wordless Hall.” The “Wordless Hall”
contains the sharira of Shakyamuni Buddha, the Elder Master
Xuyun, and the Venerable Master Hua. This year, while people
could not enter the “Wordless Hall,” everyone took turns paying
their respects at the door while keeping six feet apart from
each other. On the same day, there were also other rituals and
repentance, which included universal bowing and the Avatamsaka
Repentance, to pray for all living beings in order to quell disasters
and relieve suffering.

During the meal offering ceremony before lunch, we could
see various exquisitely prepared offerings from many different
departments. Each and every offering showed the gratitude of
the disciples towards the Venerable Master, and that they deeply
cherished their memories of him.

At this moment of suffering from this once-in-a-century
pandemic, everyone misses the Venerable Master’s great kindness
and great vows even more. “I vow to fully take upon myself all
sufferings and hardships of all living beings in the Dharma Realm”
is the twelfth great vow of the Venerable Master’s Eighteen Great

Vows.
Berkeley Buddhist Monastery

The Berkeley Buddhist Monastery held a commemoration
the 25th Anniversary of the Venerable Master’s Nirvana on
Saturday (June 27th) evening, in order to facilitate all disciples’
ability to participate online. Reverend Heng Sure, the chairman
of the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association, invited many senior
disciples of the Venerable Master to share stories of the Venerable
Master propagating the Dharma and teaching beings.

Dharma Master Heng Chih, one of the first five American
disciples who left the home-life under the Venerable Master, has
become the Western Bhikshuni who has been ordained for the
longest time in the West (51 years). She was invited to speak
first, pointing out that the Venerable Master always advised the

disciples to create merit, do virtuous deeds, become Bodhisattvas,
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be born from a lotus, and vow to teach and transform all beings.
The Venerable Master told his disciples to let the mirror-like wisdom
reflect everyone’s inherent Buddha nature.

What Dharma Master Heng Lai remembers most is the Venerable
Master’s boundless compassion and patience. Dharma Master Lai
said that, no matter who the Master sees, he always observes his or
her Buddha nature rather than his or her appearance, and he would
always transform beings in accord to their conditions, regardless of
whether they were practitioners or not.

Dharma Master Heng Liang recalled that the Venerable Master
had led the entire CTTB assembly in a seminar reviewing the “Fifty-
Skandha Demons Chapter” of the Shurangama Sutra. On the final
night of the series, he said, “Now, I know that you are all waiting
with great anticipation for me to deliver a most profound and lofty
teaching — something that you have never heard before. However, 1
have already given you a most profound and lofty teaching, but you
have yet to understand and perfect it. What is that? Don’t contend.
Don’t be greedy. Don’t seek. Don’t be selfish. Don't be self benefitting.
Don’t lie.” Dharma Master Liang noted, “I do believe, that if every
one of us can sincerely practice these Dharmas every day, it will truly
help the world, even — and perhaps especially — during this most
difficult time.”

Dharma Master Heng Yun spoke from Taiwan, recalling that in
1974, a year before south Vietnam fell, the Venerable Master was
invited twice to Vietnam, where the flames of war were raging across
the regions. At that time, the Master said, “Wherever there is suffering,
I will go.” From 1980 to 1986, the Venerable Master responsed the
governments plan of establishing the Refugee Resettlement Project
at CTTB to help many Southeast Asian refugees receive an education
and settle in the United States. Dharma Master Yun believes that
the Venerable Master inspired many through his morality and virtue,
and his teachings are deeply rooted in the hearts of many. From the
basic principles of being a good human to becoming a Buddha, he
teaches everything and gathers in everyone. The teachings left by the
Venerable Master is a precious world heritage, and Dharma Master
Yun hopes that everyone will cherish it.

Roger Kellerman has been teaching at the Instilling Goodness
Elementary School and the Developing Virtue Boys School (IGDVY)
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. He pointed out that since
the schools stress great importance in ethics and moral education,
in the early days of the schools’ establishment, the Mendocino
County Superintendent of Schools at the time, Donald DeMartini,
appreciated the mission of the Instilling Goodness and Developing
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Virtue Schools. Mr. DeMartini felt that public schools are unable
to achieve this because of the policy of separation of church and
state. Mr. DeMartini believed that the ethics we teach can improve
social problems to some extent.

Dr. Susan Rounds, president of Dharma Realm Buddhist
University (DRBU), noted that the Master had said, “Dharma
Realm Buddhist University is being established in the hope of
influencing youth not to be selfish...then without effort, this
world will be peaceful.” The Master invited world leaders to
become honorary chancellors, and they accepted, including His
Eminence the late Paul Cardinal Yu Pin, His Excellency the
late Anwar El-Sadat, President of Egypt, and His Majesty Juan
Carlos I, King of Spain. DRBU became accredited by WASC in
2018 and since 2019, we have been able to accept applications
from students all over the world. The pedagogy of DRBU is
very similar to the Venerable Master’s pedagogy of developing
inherent wisdom through everyone’s active participation in the
class. In addition, and unique to DRBU, there is a contemplative
component in which aspects of spiritual practice are embedded in
the curriculum.

Reverend Heng Sure sang a song originally composed by
the Venerable Master in English “I'm Really Lucky to Study
Buddhism” with his guitar. He also read out a letter written by
himself on behalf of the DRBA sangha, titled “Gratitude to Chan
Master Hsuan Hua,” to express gratitude towards the Venerable
Master’s teachings. At the end of this letter, he closed by saying,
“On behalf of your monastic disciples, I want to say that we will,
‘try our best’ to live up to your highest wishes for us, and we miss
you very much.”

This group of senior disciples who have spoke had all been
disciples of the Venerable Master for more than three decades.
While they were speaking about how much they cherish the
memories of the Venerable Master, there were more than 5,000
people watching and listening online. On May 2, 2020, the
Berkeley Buddhist Monastery held a livestream of the Bathing of
the Buddha ceremony on Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday, which
also attracted more than 1,500 people. During this COVID-19
pandemic, the online Dharma assemblies have become the
main channel for everyone to practice together. To join DRBA’s
online Dharma assemblies, please visit www.drba.org (or www.
drbachinese.org for Chinese page) and click on “Weekly Online
Dharma Assemblies Around the World” under DRBU News. &
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