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Vimalakirti Sutra—The Prelude to the Major Show
of the Universe Has Now Begun (Part 3)
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A Dharma Talk Given by Bikshuni Jin Yu at Gold Buddha Monastery on September 8, 2019

English Translation by Early Bird Translation Team
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This sutra has fourteen chapters, many of which are
discourses on the pure lands. This is why the first chapter, “The
Chapter of the Buddhalands,” has the word “Buddhalands” in
its title.

The Dharma Assembly described in this sutra is attended
by thirty-two thousand Bodhisattvas. Among these, fifty-two
are represented in the sutra.The names of the Bodhisattvas
derive from their virtue and conduct. For example, Guanshi
yin, the Bodhisattva with whom we are the most familiar, takes
his name because he contemplates the voices of all beings in
the world. So it is with the names of all the other Bodhisattvas.
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Hands Full of Treasures Bodhisattva
can “uproot” the suffering of living
beings and bestow happiness upon them.
Hands Full of Treasures Bodhisattva has
many treasures which he uses to rescue
and teach living beings.

Holding the Treasure Seal Bodhisattva
holds a treasure seal in his hand. Always
Raising His Hand Bodhisattva is always
raising his hand. His reason for doing
this is to save living beings and deliver
them from fear. A very special meaning
attaches to the name of Frequently
Sorrowful Bodhisattva. This Bodhisattva
is frequently sorrowful because he frequently empathizes with
the suffering of living beings and his every thought revolves
around eradicating their afflictions.

Now let’s look at Fragrant Elephant Bodhisattva and Fragrant
White Elephant Bodhisattva. In Buddhism, large white elephants
and large white oxen are symbols of wealth and royalty. In the
Nirvana Sutra, there is a metaphor of “three animals crossing
the river.” The three animals in question are rabbits, horses, and
elephants. Rabbits symbolize Hearers (Shravakas) and horses
symbolize those Enlightened by Conditions (Pratyekabuddhas);
both of them have subdued all their afflictions, but they have
not cut off their habits. Only the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
are truly liberated, and these are symbolized by elephants. No
matter how fast the river flows, only elephants are able to cross
it safely. Fragrant Elephant Bodhisattva always has fragrance
wafting from his body. We know from the teachings of the
Nirvana Sutra, that this Bodhisattva has almost reached Equal
and Proper Enlightenment, and hence, where liberation and
self-mastery are concerned, he is almost on the same level as the
Buddhas themselves.

But why do Maitreya Bodhisattva and Manjushri Bodhisattva
come at the end of the line of the fifty-two Bodhisattvas
represented? According to Dharma Master Sengzhao: “Numbers
go from small to big; Bodhisattvas line up from junior to senior.”
He also says: “In other lands they are less renowned, whereas
in this land they are more renowned.” In other words, here in

the Saha world, we are very familiar with Maitreya Bodhisattva
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and Manjushri Bodhisattva because we have strong affinities
with them; however, in other worlds, that is not the case, so they
have been placed in the back. This explains the different affinities
Bodhisattvas have for saving living beings as well as the power of
their vows. Personally, as long as an explanation makes sense and is
in accord with true principles, I think it is alright.

This is the first Dharma assembly held at Vaishali, and many
people have come to listen to the Dharma. Among them are
the 10,000 kings from the Brahma Heavens and 12,000 Shakra
Indras. Also, many bhikshus, Bodhisattvas, gods, dragons, and
other spiritual beings of the Eightfold Division came to attend the
Dharma Assembly.

Present at the assembly in Vaishali is an elder’s son by the name
of Jewel Accumulation. Before the story begins let’s talk about
another elder, a well-known elder of the Garden of the Benefactor
of Orphans and Solitaries, and he lives in the city of Shravasti. Once
he went to Rajagriha to visit some friends. After night came he
heard one of his friends tell his family, “Quick, start a fire, prepare
food and drink, clean the house inside and out, and decorate it.”
When he asked why, his friend replied: “I am preparing to make
offerings to the Buddha and the bhikshus Sangha.”

As soon as the elder heard that his friend was making offerings
to the Buddha, he felt delighted, even though at that time he did
not have any knowledge of the Buddha or the Sangha of bhiksus.
Then his friend explained this to him, saying: “The Buddha was
originally a crown prince, but he shaved his head and left home.
Now he is liberated and has attained the Way, which is what we call
‘becoming a Buddha.” What is the Sangha? It is a monastic assembly
that cultivates under the Buddha’s guidance, attains liberation, and
realizes the Way.” After he heard this, he couldn’t wait to meet the
Buddha. “Don’t be impatient,” his friend said, “I am about to make
offerings to the Buddha, so you will see him very soon.”

That night, Elder of the Garden of the Benefactor of Orphans
and Solitaries slept very well, because as soon as he heard the
Buddha’s name, an unexpected sense of peace and well-being filled
his heart. After he woke up, he saw a bright light before him. He
thought the sun had risen, so he went out for a walk, but once in
the city, he discovered it was actually 10 at night. It was so dark he
couldn’t see his fingers. Thinking he had encountered a monster, he
was about to run away.

Whereupon he heard a voice come from the sky: “Don’t be
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afraid; you must keep walking.” “Who are you, Wise One?” he
asked, and the spirit replied: “Keep walking and you will receive
immense benefits.” Since he hesitated, the spirit continued, “100
horses, 100 ounces of gold, and 100 horse-drawn carriages, when
added up all together, do not even come to one sixteenth the
value of the benefits that await you.” On hearing this he felt even
more perplexed, so again he asked: “Wise One, who are you?”
“I am the spirit who guards the city’s gates,” came the reply,
“in my previous life I heard Shariputra speaking the Dharma
to Mahamaudgalyayana. Giving rise to a mind full of faith
and respect, I immediately ascended to the heavens. Now I am
responsible for guarding the city’s gates.” Believing what he had
heard, he continued to walk forward. The spirit that guarded the
gate shone a bright light on him as he walked all the way from the
city gates to the graveyard, where he discovered the Buddha, who
was mindfully walking around there.

Since the elder had not yet studied Buddhism, he greeted the
Buddha as one would an ordinary person. “Permit me to ask,”
he said, “Did you sleep well?” The Buddha replied, “My mind
is already free of defilement and I have been liberated from the
five desires, so my mind is always at peace.” Upon hearing this,
Jewel Accumulation felt very happy and requested the Dharma
from the Buddha: “Can you come to my country, Shravasti, and
propagate the Dharma there, so that more people feel happy and
at ease like I do when I hear the Dharma?” Then the Buddha asked
him, “What is your name?” “My name is Sudatta,” said the elder,
“but I am known as the Benefactor of Orphans and Solitaries; in
my country, wherever there are widows, widowers, orphans, or
solitary people, I always go help them. That is why I was given
this name. I earnestly invite you, O Buddha, to come teach in my
country, so that those who are suffering there can free themselves
from suffering and attain bliss.” The Buddha then asked, “Does
Shravasti have any monasteries?” and the elder said it did not.

The elder, continued: “If you, O Buddha, agree to go and
teach the Dharma in Shravasti, I will provide offerings of food for
the entire Sangha and will build a monastery so that the Buddha
and his disciples have a calm and peaceful environment where you
can cultivate the Way.” That is how the Garden of the Benefactor
of Orphans and Solitaries came to be. At this point someone
will surely ask: what qualities does a person need to have to be
worthy of being called an elder? According to the Fahua Wenju
(the Commentary on the Main Text of the Lotus Sutra): “An elder

is someone who has a high status in society, possesses abundant



GIVEREDS @ T HEBREEE
JEEIFRM S AL - G A&
HEZRAENE > LFEEEG O
PRESTZE0HE o 5 BT A R REY
R aE IV E - sE RS AR
RETBEBFTTERE ? CEFEX
) EERCIE o KE > BEREH]
A Bral EECT AR - 2058 —an (5 (E
o) 0 AR AT LB S LA
HISREAYIHTE -

FHE & - EREMRIRTE
HERET H-EAHTZZELH
= IR BUEE - BOR - BHER -
JRER ~ BEHG TR SRS - L
HREFE=EFCHEKIEGHE
b > b Ay S T RV S
EOM—E -

g EE L Ot EEGm—
HEE > mHEBE =T KT MR - 5
GRLJER R - = TR T RER
LR - HAER > EREEE
HEEEErn——28 +HARm
et A E R E I — B iEaR - 2
EEFERE AR ERS IR -

KORHEN G - B A1 28t AR A 22
FEIBR PP EHAYEES © EHFFhmt AT LA
AL E R R B AT ALEELT S
B Bt EAERS UM IERI 6
% o RPEBCERMAE > R EEAH
HyE E R FURIREEELT - FTeErT
BB EIRMETT R - BEEERMAE
e T LEBRAMER R AT A ey R
BIFEEE > RS 2 5T B
INGT e FEESEEI B B &5 RME
seiEd > A mAREETEE R
EHHEERET > hE-FEKRK - BERE
AR > BT R

riches, and is willing to help others. He is respected and praised
by people of higher status, and people of lower status take refuge
with him.” When we get to the second chapter, “The Chapter
of Skillful Means,” we will see that the layman Vimalakirti has
just such merits.

But now let us return to the sutra text. At this time, Jewel
Accumulation and five hundred sons of an elder came to visit
the Buddha, each of them holding up a canopy laden with the
seven jewels—gold, silver, lapis lazuli, crystal, mother-of-peatl,
red pearls, and carnelian. They came to the Dharma assembly
to make offerings to the Buddha carrying the seven-jewel
canopies, and the Buddha used his spiritual power to combine
these five hundred seven-jewel canopies into one.

Using his spiritual power, the Buddha combined the five
hundred seven-jewel canopies into one canopy, and it covered
all the Three Thousand Great Thousand World systems (the
great trichiliocosm.) Just like in a science fiction movie, the sun,
the moon, and the stars, the rivers, the lakes, and the oceans,
and all the palaces and carts in all the Three Thousand Great
Thousand World systems were presented in this jewel canopy.

The Buddhas throughout all the worlds of the ten directions
were speaking the Dharma, and this was also shown within the
jewel canopy without any obstructions. No wonder all those
attending the assembly were stunned!

The assembly pays homage to the Buddha, and naturally
everyone in the assembly wants to be like the Buddha.
At this time, the Buddha can teach the assembly how to
practice according to the Way. Speaking of which, there are
many dharmas in the world that seem to be true but are false
(semblance-but-fake dharmas). The main reason that the
Buddha gave us these teachings is so that we can practice in
accordance with them. This practice consists in correcting our
behavior and habits. Thus, if you hear a so-called master with
spiritual powers transmitting the Dharma, you rush to follow
others that is swarming around him, you must be careful. The
Buddha has clearly explained the principles, but if we do not
sincerely follow these principles in our practice and instead look
for some kind of shortcut—trying to ascend to the heavens
with one step, it will be useless; hence [when we have an urge

to find a short cut,] we have to consider it well.

s> To be continued
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