EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE PERIOD IN HONG KONG
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Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

English Translation by Malaysia Translation Team
Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Ching

18. The Ceramic Image of Amitabha Buddha

The Venerable Master had a statue of Amitabha
Buddha that he would bow to sincerely. Due to his
utmost sincerity, the ceramic Buddhas skin color
changed from snowy-white to a fleshy pink color,
which was very vivid, resembling the skin of real human
beings. There is no doubt that the Venerable Master and
this ceramic Buddha had inconceivable and mysterious
karmic affinities.

The Venerable Master once went to Guanyin Cave
to stay in seclusion for one year, and was thus unable to
easily care for this porcelain statue of Amitabha Buddha.
During the Master’s retreat, he asked two Dharma
Masters from local monasteries to help him care for this
Buddha statue. When the Venerable Master decided to
build Western Bliss Garden Monastery, he had asked
Amitabha Buddha to assist him with the construction.
When the construction had just begun, the Master
moved to reside at the construction site and asked

the Dharma Masters to return the statue of Amitabha
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The Venerable Master’s statue of Amitabha Buddha.
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Buddha. However, the Dharma Masters refused to give it back
to him, and gave no plausible reasons either. However, on the
first day of the lunar year, they paid a visit to the Venerable
Master.

Venerable Master Hsuan Hua Narrates:

In the past, there was a monk who had monasteries in
both Hong Kong and Taiwan. He had immense wealth, but
also accumulated a considerable amount of bad karma with
it. Although he was a monk, he killed quite a few people by
forcing them to commit suicide; such offenses truly brought
about severely negative consequences. In Hong Kong, when he
and another monk were evicted from Tung Pu To Monastery,
no one would bother with them, but I took them in. Later, I
rented a place for them on Ladder Street and lent them a statue
of Amitabha Buddha of mine to be venerated. It was made of
porcelain.

Unexpectedly on the first night of the lunar new year, both
of them knelt before me and shamelessly declared that they
would kneel there indefinitely if I would not give them the
statue. I was very foolish then and tried to pull them up. If it

were up to me now, I would not bother with them. They could
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The Venerable Master Hua was at Cixing (Western Bliss Garden)
Monastery in Hong Kong also in 1974.
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have knelt there forever for all I care. Both of them were
fat monks, when I pulled up one, the other would kneel
back down. When I pulled the other up after exhausting
my energy, that one would kneel down again. Then I tried
to drag them out. Just moments after dragging out the
first one, I went back to drag out the other, but then, the
first one ran back and knelt down again. When I dragged
out the second one and then returned to kick out the
first one, the second one ran back again and knelt down.
Revolving like a wheel, they used this tactic for five hours.

Now I was getting very displeased, I lost my temper
and smashed teapots and tea cups, yet they remained
shamelessly undeterred. There was nothing I could do, but
say to them: “Fine! I surrender to both of you. Without
this statue, I cannot accomplish Buddhahood, but you
can have it.” Only when they heard I was willing to give
them the statue did they get up. I walked them out the
door and told them: “From now on, no matter where I
am, I will never allow both of you to enter my door!” 1
shut the door behind me. We did not talk to each other
for several years after that. Until one day another monk
tried to help mend the relationship said: “Let me be the
go-between.” I replied: “What is there to go between, I
will go see them.” We were able to get along again when

I saw them.

[ Note] : The Master had fallen gravely ill the next
day with a high fever. Fortunately, Dharma Master Heng
Yue who was staying with the two monks got word about
the incident on the lunar new year. When he found out
how the two monks behaved and how the Master had
gotten ill after the incident, he promptly returned the
statue of Amitabha Buddha to the Master. After the statue
was returned, the Master gradually recovered and the

temple resumed its construction.

s> To be continued
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