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The Dharma Flower Sutra with Commentary
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CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE:

THE FormER DEEDS oF MEDICINE KING BODHISATTVA

#43ThR Revised version
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translation by the International Translation Institute

Sitra:

Constellation King Flower, you should use spiritual
powers to protect this saitra. Why? This satra is good
medicine for the ailments of those in Jambadvipa. If sick
people hear this siitra, their sicknesses will immediately
be cured. They will neither grow old nor die.

Commentary:

Constellation King Flower, you should use spiritual
powers to protect this Wonderful Dharma Flower Satra.
Why? This satra is good medicine for the ailments of
those in Jambuadvipa. The Wonderful Dharma Lotus Sitra is
good medicine for those in Jambudvipa who suffer illnesses.

If sick people hear this satra... If people who are sick
hear this Wonderful Dharma Lotus Sitra, their sicknesses
will immediately be cured. They will neither grow old
nor die. Isn’t this wonderful? “But I've never seen anyone
in the world who didn’t get old because of reciting this
Wonderful Dharma Lotus Sutra,” you say. How many such
people have you ever known or met? Just because you haven't
met anyone who did not grow old or die, that doesn’t mean
they don’t exist.
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Sutra:

Constellation King Flower, if you see a person who upholds
this siitra, you should fill a blue lotus with powdered incense
and sprinkle that fragrant powder over this person as an
offering. Having done that, you should reflect, ‘Before long,
this person will certainly lay out a grass mat, sit at the site of
awakening, vanquish the troops of Mara, blow the Dharma
conch, beat the great Dharma drum, and save all living beings
from the sea of birth, old age, sickness, and death. Thus, when
those seeking Buddhahood see one who upholds this satra,
they should bring forth a reverent heart in this way.

Commentary:

Constellation King Flower, if you see a person who
upholds, reads, and recites this Wonderful Dharma Lotus Sitra,
you should fill a blue lotus with powdered incense and sprinkle
that fragrant powder over that person as an offering. You
should use blue lotuses as containers and fill them with powdered
incense, which you then scatter over the one who upholds, reads,
and recites this Dbarma Flower Sitra.

Having done that, you should reflect, “Before long, this
person will certainly lay out a grass mat made of auspicious
grass, sit at the site of awakening beneath the bodhi tree,
vanquish the troops of Mara, and blow the Dharma conch.
Once the Dharma conch is blown, all the demonic hordes will be
struck with terror. This person will also beat the great Dharma
drum, and save all living beings from the sea of birth, old age,
sickness, and death.

Thus, when those seeking Buddhahood see one who
upholds this Wonderful Dharma Lotus Sitra, they should bring
forth a reverent heart in this way. They should revere this person

in the manner described.

Stitra:

When this chapter, “The Former Deeds of Medicine King
Bodhisattva,” was taught, eighty-four thousand Bodhisattvas
attained the Dharani of understanding the languages of all
living beings.

s To be continued
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