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The Flower Adornment Sutra
with Commentary
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CHAPTER EIGHT:
THE Four NOBLE TRUTHS

f43TAR  Revised version
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T At kAR Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
MR 215t ek#nsE | English Translation by the International Translation Institute

Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha, the noble truth
of suffering as explained in this Saha World,
in the world called Gathering In, is perhaps
called able to rob and pillage, perhaps called
unwholesome friend; perhaps called much
terror; perhaps called all kinds of sophistries,
perhaps called the nature of hells, perhaps
called no actual meaning, perhaps called the
burden of greed and desire, perhaps called
deep and heavy roots, perhaps called flowing
and turning with the mind, perhaps called
fundamentally empty.

Commentary:

Manjushri Bodhisattva calls out again:
Disciples of the Buddha, the noble truth of
suffering as explained in this Saha World is
known by different names in the world called
gathering in, the world to the northeast. It is
perhaps called able to rob and pillage. Like a
thief who robs people of their jewels, suffering
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robs people of their prajna wisdom. As a result, people’s prajna
wisdom no longer manifests.

Perhaps it is called unwholesome friend. Some countries
name the truth of suffering “unwholesome friend,” which refers to
an evil advisor, and an unkind or indecent friend.

Perhaps it is called much terror. Some countries name the
truth of suffering “much terror.” This suffering causes living beings
to be fearful.

Perhaps it is called all kinds of sophistries. Some countries
name the truth of suffering “all kinds of sophistries.” If one creates
these kinds of sophistries, one will be destined to undergo suffering.

Perhaps it is called the nature of hells. Some countries name
the truth of suffering “the nature of hells.” The nature of all hells is
characterized by suffering.

Perhaps it is called no actual meaning. Some countries name
the truth of suffering “no actual meaning.” The truth of suffering
teaches that beings experience no real happiness but suffering.

Perhaps it is called the burden of greed and desire. Some
countries name the truth of suffering “burden of greed and desire.”
Suffering comes into being from greed and craving. Once we have
greed and craving, heavy burdens come into being; these heavy
loads will obstruct us in our cultivation.

Perhaps it is called deep and heavy roots. Some countries
name the truth of suffering “deep and heavy roots.” The root of
suffering is both deeply entrenched and heavily burdensome.

Perhaps it is called flowing and turning with the mind.
Some countries name the truth of suffering “flowing and turning
with the mind.” Suffering changes and evolves according to living
beings’ minds. In other words, suffering is created by the mind.

Perhaps it is called fundamentally empty. Some countries
name the truth of suffering “fundamentally empty.” What is
fundamental refers to wisdom. If wisdom is absent, what is left is

suffering.

Sitra:

Disciples of the Buddha, in the world called Gathering In,
the noble truth of the accumulation of suffering is perhaps
called greed and attachment, perhaps called accomplished
through evil, perhaps called mistakes and transgressions,
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perhaps called speedy, perhaps called able to attach
and grasp, perhaps called thought, perhaps called
bearing consequences, perhaps called cannot be
described, perhaps called cannot be grasped, perhaps
called flowing and turning.

Commentary:

Disciples of the Buddha, in the world called
gathering in, the noble truth of the accumulation of
suffering, known in the Saha world, has various names
in the world called gathering in.

It is perhaps called greed and attachment. Some
countries name the truth of the accumulation of suffering
“greed and attachment.”

Perhaps it is called accomplished through evil in
some countries, since the truth of the accumulation of
suffering comes from evil that is done.

Perhaps it is called mistakes and transgressions.
Some countries name the truth of the accumulation of
suffering “mistakes and transgressions,” that is, faults and
wrongdoing.

Perhaps it is called speedy in some countries. It
means one will undergo retributions very quickly.

Perhaps it is called able to attach and grasp in
some countries. Beings seize or grasp at objects to which
they are attached — which is another form of greed and
attachment.

Perhaps it is called thought in some countries. Such
accumulation of suffering comes from false thoughts and
afflictions.

Perhaps it is called bearing consequences in some
countries. Having created karma, one will have to
undergo the fruit of retribution or karmic results in the
future.

Perhaps it is called cannot be described in some
countries. There is nothing you can say about these
afflictions, since there are just too many of them. Perhaps
it is called cannot be grasped in some countries. Since
the accumulation of suffering is just a conglomeration of

afflictions, there is nothing worth grasping.

s To be continued
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