City of the Dharma Realm’s Instilling Goodness
&Developing Virtue Schools 2020 Graduation Ceremony
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On June 12, 2020, City of the Dharma Realm’s
Instilling Goodness Elementary & Developing Virtue
Secondary Schools (CDR IGDVS, www.cdrigdvs.
org) held their 2nd graduation ceremony. Due to
Covid-19, this event was an internal, small gathering.

Seniors Ma Ruocheng (Spirit) and Kai Xuan Loy,
who were also dorm students, graduated from the
CDR’s IGDVS. Former seniors have been accepted
into Stony Brook University in New York, and the
University of Tasmania in Australia.

This year, both Ruocheng and Kaixuan were
admitted into many universities, including CSUs,

UCs, community colleges, and liberal arts colleges. In
the fall, Ruocheng Ma will attend UC Santa Barbara

CDR’s Developing Virtue Schools
2020 Graduation Ceremony.
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and Kai Xuan Loy will attend UC Davis.

CDR’s IGDVS is the second Buddhist school
under DRBA founded in 2011 and holds the same
aims of its main campus at CT'TB for developing the
whole child, emphasizing both academicand character
development. Both schools founder, the Venerable
Master Hua said, “Education is the foundation for
being a person. It is the foundation for the world;
it is the true national defense.” IGDVS schools
instill and develop students with Confucian core
virtues of propriety, fairness, integrity, kindness, filial
reverence, humility, loyalty, and trustworthiness. The
aim for his schools is to develop young students into
outstanding citizens who will contribute to making
their community and the world a better place.

Most of CDR IGDVS’s faculty hold MA or
PhD degrees and teach students closely. In addition
to the standard CA academic curriculum, ranging
from K-12, CDR IGDVS offers classes on Chinese,
Meditation, and Buddhism and Ethics, and can issue
student visas for international students. Students
participate in various extracurricular events and
community service on campus, including the yearly
Teachers Day, Honoring Elders Day, Cherishing
Youth Day, and Chinese New Years Day. Students
optionally attend the regional Science Fair and take

college courses.

Ruocheng (Spirit) Ma: “It is my honor to stand
here as a class-0f-2020 graduate from the City of
Dharma Realm Developing Virtue Secondary School.
Time really flies. Three years ago, I came to this new
and pure environment with dream and expectations,
and started my high school career as a member of
this warm community. This is the most precious and
unforgettable experience in my life. I experienced
happiness, excitement, and warm moments, but
also hardships, frustration, and even confusion,
which have bloomed into a rich rose harvest of good
memories.

It is unbelievable that time passed so quickly, and

graduation and departure are close at hand. From
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CDR Rebirth Hall

Sacramento Regional Science Fair, 2019.
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doing hard schoolwork, energetically playing on
the sports field, having delicious meals, listening to
teachers” instructions, strolling around on campus,
doing community service, or reciting Sutras in the
Buddha Hall—all these memories are still fresh
in my mind, erasing the sorrow of departure and
leaving me with joy.

The fact that I was able to enjoy my life and
improve both academically and spiritually cannot
be apart from the help and support of this big family
of CDR. I would like to express appreciation with
my utmost sincerity to all the Dharma Masters,
teachers, parents, and schoolmates here, for
without you all, I would not be able to stand here
today. I want to say thank you to all the Dharma
masters, volunteer teachers for providing me such
a wonderful environment to live and study in,
selflessly and kindly offering me great care and
support, teaching me all the high school courses to
move toward my future career, and putting all the
possible efforts to instruct me so that I can correct
my faults and develop moral character. When I was
sick in the hospital your caring visits and supportive
words sustained me. I also want to say thank my
parents for giving me both economic and spiritual
support so I can study at CDR IGDVS.

As I begin a new journey in my life I will use
everything I've learned in CDR IGDVS as my
foundation, motivation, and direction to pioneer a

new future and contribute my effort to society.”
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Kaixuan Loy: Time flies by so quickly! I remember
the first time my parents brought me and my brother to
visit this temple, my mother was delighted to discover
such a good and peaceful environment, so she wanted me
to transfer from my Malaysian school to CDR IGDVS.
I want to thank my parents for supporting me during
my time here. I learned a lot during my three years here,
things I have never done before, such as cooking vegetarian
meals, assisting in community work, and managing my
own time for schoolwork.

CDR IGDVS is like one big family. Teachers help
students and older students help younger students as
everyone strives to work together. I am happy that I
could extend a helping hand to my community. I sang
in the school choir during CDR’s Honoring Elders Day,
decorated the venue, cleaned up after the event, showed
and helped elders to their seats, and when we have school
lunches, I serve my younger classmates rice and stir-fried
veggies.

My emergence into this culturally unique place exposed
me to learning different topics, such as Chinese Ethics,
Buddhism and Meditation. I want to thank all Dharma
Masters and my teachers for helping and teaching me so
much. They pushed me to improve academically and to

develop into a better person. &
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VAJRA BODHI SEA

T M & Subscription Form
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I am enclosing a check made to D.R.B.A. for a
subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:

[ —HFZEE0U+FJr US$45.00 / 1 year

[] —8ZEE/\+FAJr US$85.00 / 2 years
[ =fFE4L—H 17T US$110.00 / 3 years

Bl - fafAer vbs@drba.org
We welcome articles. Please send the articles to

vbs@drba.org

ERZERNE In America & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

SHIIE In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055  Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org
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INSTILLING GOODNESS &
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