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Digital Expression:
Developing Virtue Girls School Graduation 2020
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The Girls School’s 38th Annual Commencement
Ceremony was held on June 4, 2020. Although the annual
event hosted by the high school juniors had to be shifted
to an online platform (and the first online graduation
ceremony in our school’s history) to adapt to the current
Covid-19 situation, the unique celebration was filled with
much laughter and joy, felt by all who attended from all
corners of the globe.

This year eight students graduated from the IGDVS
Girls high school. They are: Si Ning (Celine) Huang, Ziyuan
(Sophia) Liu, Yueyuan (Raven) Li, Zhaowen (Sophie) Xue,
Yanette Kristina Ortega, Shufan (Jocelyn) He, Chien-tai
(Vanessa) Hung, and Thanh Tieu.

Group photos of DVGS’s Class of 2020.
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Ten students graduated from junior high: Katherine Louise
Finnegan (aka Katie Lou) , Sophia Zhao, Katherine Wang,
Emi Nguyen, Erica Lai, Elizabeth Lu, Tessa Jahnke, Shine Xue
Shan Yuan, Cherry Thuy Tuong Quan Ngo, and Hailey Tran.

Inspiring speeches were given by Principal Jin Jr Shr,
alumna Norah Han, as well as parent speaker Mr. Xue Lijun,
and teacher speaker Katherine Lam. Through the speeches, the
students were reminded that although it could be challenging
to face the outside world, we will ultimately learn to follow
our hearts and do what is right. The core values that are taught
and expected of the students should not end today upon
graduation; instead, we should continue to be grounded in
these values as the world needs such people more than ever
before.

Two representatives of the Junior High, eighth graders
Katie Finnegan and Erica Lai, also gave heartwarming speeches
to show their gratitude toward the teachers for their effort and
patience throughout the years. As said by Katie Finnegan,
“During this time of quarantine, we are forced to think about
both the past and the present, wondering how it will affect our
future. What would be different if the coronavirus had never
happened? But it is useless to dwell on the past now, what is
important is our future and what we plan to do with it.”

The parents of the graduates were invited to turn the tassels
for the Class of 2020. The highlight of this ceremony was the
presentation of each high school graduate’s childhood photos
along with their parents’ audio or video talk. It really touched
everyone’s heart.

To conclude the special event, the juniors presented a song,
Blossom, a remix produced by Sola Long and Audrey Chan,
juniors at DVGS. Despite the unexpected circumstances, it
was definitely an unforgettable event that was both unique
and heartfelt.

This fall, the Girls high school graduates will attend Brown
University, Illinois Wesleyan University, Purdue University, St.
Mary’s College, Stanford University, University of Toronto,
and Ritsumeikan Asia Pacifica University, Japan, with majors
in finance, English literature, mechanical engineering,

international relations, social work, and biology. &
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