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Celebrates 2020 Commencement
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On 6 June 2020, during the coronavirus pandemic
shelter-in-place, a commencement ceremony for the
DRBU Class of 2020 was held via a video conference with
the community, families and friends. Despite the physical
distancing, the DRBU commencement committee brought
everyone together online with a thoughtful, creative and
heartfelt program. In her welcoming speech, Dr. Sue
Rounds, the President of DRBU, expressed her confidence
in and gratitude for the resiliency of the DRBU community
in this time of uncertainty. Rev. Heng Sure encouraged
the graduates to continue their journey by “following
affinities, making wholesome ties,” and sang the song
“Better Times Will Come” in both English and Chinese.
Dr. Martin Verhoeven, Dean of Academic Affairs, spoke
about Venerable Master Hsuan Hua having planted deep

roots of both scholarship and virtue in the foundation of
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DRBU, which was informative and transformative, and timeless
and timely in these tumultuous times. Dharma Master Heng
Liang, Dean of Students, emphasized the importance of turning
the spirit of hatred into the spirit of compassion, and how doing so
lies within each of us. She shared a story about Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua during the first conference of world religions held at
CTTB in 1987. A group of people were protesting outside the
CTTB gate because they believed that Buddhism was evil. The
Venerable Master went to the gate and invited them to come inside
to rest. When one of the protestors spoke to the attendees at the
conference, saying “I believe in Jesus and only He can save us,” the
Venerable Master pointed to him and said in English, “I believe
in you.” Doug Powers, Vice President, reminded us to not merely
see the differences in people but to trust the basic human goodness
in everyone. DRBU resident photographer Stan Shoptaugh put
together a slideshow of DRBU 2019-2020, which brought back
many heartwarming memories on campus.

After the intermission with music offered by the graduates, 12
student speakers, including Bhikkhu Jin Wei (MA‘20), Bhikshuni
Jin Jung (BA20), Bhikshuni Jin Tyan (MA‘20), Bhikshuni Jin An
(Translation Certificate20), and eight other students, expressed
their deep gratitude for their learning and growth at DRBU and
CTTB, and their concerns for the world. MA graduates shared
a video of the entire cohort of 11 students, who originally came
from seven countries, saying “thank you” in English or their native
tongues to the teachers and the DRBU community. Christine Buck
(MA20), who met Venerable Master Hsuan Hua in 1974 and

became a disciple thereafter, articulated a sense of responsibility
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to carry on the teachings of the Dharma and help relieve
the suffering of the world. Xuan Ooi (MA“20) created a
document that listed information for people to get involved
in the Black Lives Matter Movement. In her love letter to
the world, Kristina Zavaleta (BA20) urged the audience,
“Do not turn your back on the people who have suffered
tremendous losses from the coronavirus. Do not turn your
back on your black brothers and sisters who are more likely
to experience police brutality.... Do not turn your back
on the destruction of our ecosystems and all the lives they
hold.” Other student speakers were: Kathleen Irby (BA20),
Trevor Yoho (BA20), Justin Lee (MA®20), Lupita Vives
(MA220) and Sophie Wu (MA20). After group photos
were taken online, the commencement committee gave the
graduates a surprise gift, a digital yearbook on the DRBU
website, where graduates each have a page for the larger
DRBU community to write comments and
wishes for them. Then, each graduate was
celebrated as their names were called by Dr.
Sue Rounds, and everyone else cheered for
them. The ceremony ended with Bhikshuni
Heng Liang leading the Dedication of
Merit. “May all who sorrow leave their grief
and pain; may this boundless light dispel the
darkness of their endless night.... May all
become compassionate and wise.”

While an online celebration can never
match the intimate quality of an in-person
one, this commencement was truly a gem,
which will rest in the hearts of all the
graduates of the Class of 2020 for a lifetime.
&
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