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Feast of His Dharma Legacy
Like an Ever-Flowing River (Part 2)
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“Even if I have only one breath left, I will continue to lecture on the sutras and speak the
Dharma without fail.” — A history of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s sutra lectures given after
arriving in America (since 1968)
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HH S T i R A Long, Vast Tongue that Shatters the Confusion and

Inversion of Living Beings
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19696 H 16 H B - - A& The second Buddhist Summer Retreat started on June

O RS (k5 S i BT - 16, 1969. Every afternoon the Venerable Master lectured on

WELTER ) WA () the Avatamsaka Sutra chapter, “Samantabhadra Bodhisattva’s

SERREEAR) o WELEEE AT Conduct and Vows,” and every evening he lectured on the
Lotus Sutra. The “Samantabhadra Bodhisattva’s Conduct and
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Zié ’ J:}\LXE/‘\\1969‘$§H§;% work vigorously on behalf of Buddhism. The lecture series
o FH N SHABEE o) “Samantabhadra Bodhisattva's Conduct and Vows” was

Vows” chapter teaches Buddhist practitioners that, if they
want to realize Buddhahood, they must practice with a mind
of reverence, a mind of perseverance, a mind of fearlessness,
a mind of compassion, and a mind that upholds great
vows. In other words, it is necessary to study and practice
Samantabhadra Bodhisattva’s conduct and his ten great
vows. The Venerable Master often exhorted his disciples to
focus so intently on the Dharma that they forget themselves.

One should model one’s conduct on these great vows and
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First Bhikshus, Bhikshunis in U.S.A’s Buddhism
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completed on July 25, 1969.

Starting on August 4, 1969, the Venerable Master
lectured every afternoon on the Platform Sutra of the Sixth
Patriarch, finishing this lecture series on September 12,
1969. The Chan School emphasizes the importance of the
wordless teachings outside the sutras. By pointing directly
to the mind, these teachings enable one to awaken and see
one’s inherent nature; after seeing this, one continues to
cultivate, finally becoming a Buddha. There is no Buddha
apart from the mind itself. The Venerable Master often
taught us that we do not need to seek the Dharma outside
the mind; do not think that there is Buddhadharma
outside this mind, or a Buddha Path outside this mind. If
one is apart from this mind, no Dharma is ever attainable.
Teachings of the Venerable Master such as these are like
medicine dispensed to individuals according to their
potential; they help those who listen to the Dharma
renounce their views and attachments and directly realize
Buddhahood.

The Venerable Master spared no effort and toiled for
the sole purpose of propagating the Buddhadharma. His
unflagging spirit moved his disciples, imparting to them
a complete faith in the Dharma. They brought forth the
resolve to renounce the householder’s life and truly practice
the Dharma so as to attain fruition. The Venerable Master
arranged for the first five monastics who left home under

him to go to Haihui Monastery in Keelung, Taiwan, to
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The Venerable Master Hua was explaining the Exhortation to Resolve Upon Bodhi

JUNE 2020 Vasra BooHi Sea |23

BB i ot ‘ @734 IHaog



B9 Rt ot ‘ BobHi FiELD

NARIGEE R AF B F R

The Commentary on the Sixth Patriarch’s Platform Sutra and the English Version of the Commentary on it.
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receive full ordination. These five became
order in the history of American Buddhism.

The evening Lotus Sutra Lecture Series was temporarily
suspended during the time these five monastics were outside the
United States. The Venerable Master gave an Amitabha Sutra
Lecture Series instead. The Pureland Practice taught in this sutra
particularly emphasizes the importance of sincere faith. As it is
said in the Avatamsaka Sutra: “A sincere faith (in Dharma) is
the source of the Way, and the mother of all merit and virtue.
It nurtures all of one’s roots of goodness.” The prerequisites of

the Pureland Dharma are “faith, vows, and practices.” One must

the first monastic

be single-minded and focused as one earnestly recites “Namo
Amitabha Buddha.” Then, when one is near the end of one’s
life, Amitabha Buddha and the whole assembly of Bodhisattvas
will appear to take one across to the Pure Land of Ultimate Bliss,
so that one will no longer suffer in samsara. This lecture series
started on October 29 and concluded on December 25, 1969.
In January, 1970, the Venerable Master resumed his lectures
on the Lotus Sutra, while holding the Chan and Amitabha
Sessions. During these sessions, the Venerable Master gave
Dharma talks, instructing his disciples on the essentials of both
Pureland and Chan Practice. He always explained profound and
complicated Dharma principles in simple everyday language.
The Venerable Master held several Chan and Amitabha sessions

every year, and as time passed the number of his refuge disciples
steadily increased.
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The Venerable Master Hua and his disciples in 70’.
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From May 17 to June 7, 1970 the Venerable
Master lectured on the Shastra, Door to Understanding
the Hundred Dharmas. This Shastra is the foundation
of Consciousness-Only studies, and it is one of the
eleven canonical classics which are the pillars of the
Consciousness-Only School. It is also a work for
studying Buddhist psychology. On the surface, it looks
like nothing more than a study of Buddhist terminology,
but in actuality it clearly shows us the forms, shapes,
functions, and various inter-relationships between the
human body’s various sense faculties and their respective
sense consciousnesses. This enables us to have an easier
understanding of those terms when they appear in the
sutras.

During the third Summer Retreat, the Venerable
Master continued to lecture on the Lozus Sutra.

From November 12, 1970 to February, 1971, the
Venerable Master held a 14-week Chan Session. Each
session started at 3 AM every morning, and ended
at midnight every night. During this almost 100-
day long Chan Session (it lasted a total of 98 days),
the Venerable Master lectured on the Biographies of
Eminent Monastics — a book containing the great and
noble examples of greatly virtuous Buddhist monastics
throughout history. In addition the Venerable Master
explained the meaning and the methods of meditation,
teachings which benefited the assembly greatly. The
lectures were given every night, seven days a week, as
well as on Saturday and Sunday afternoons — a total of
nine lectures per week. During this Chan Session, Gold
Mountain Chan Monastery was formally established,
and a major interior renovation was done to make
the temple a Bodhimanda for Buddhism. The Sino-
American Buddhist Association was also moved here.

On April 17, 1971, the Venerable Master began a
new lecture series on the Shastra of the Awakening of
Faith in Mahayana, providing us guidance for bringing
forth pure faith in the Mahayana Buddhadharma. These
lectures help us to resolve all doubts, obscurities, deviant
attachments, and to perpetuate the Buddhadharma’s
lineage everywhere, so that it continues unceasingly,

without any interruption. .
y b 50 To be continued
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