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we are Buddhist, we should not differentiate yours or mine,
there shouldn’t be any discrimination.

There is only one Buddhism in the entire world. There is
no Buddhism from China, Buddhism from Japan, Buddhism
from Thailand, or Buddhism from India, they all belong
to one Buddhism. The customs and traditions from each
country have shaped their respective Buddhist rituals and
ceremonies, but that is just the localization of Buddhism to
the country and not the Buddhism of the entire universe.
The Buddhism we are referring to is the Buddhism of the

Universe, it is Buddhism without any discrimination. &
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Buddhism Has No Nationality
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An excerpt from Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Commentary on Chapter Twenty Seven,

the Ten Samadhis, of the Avatamsaka Sutra
English translation by Cindy Wang
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Buddhism is of the whole world, of the whole universe,
and of all people.

Where does Buddhism belong to? Where is it from?
Buddhism comes from nowhere and goes nowhere.
Someone says, “That’s not right! Buddhism is from India.
Shakyamuni Buddha was born in India!” Luckily you told
me this, if you hadn’t told me, I would have forgotten it.

Buddhism neither belongs to India, nor China, nor
Japan, nor Thailand, nor Burma or Sri Lanka. Buddhism
belongs to the whole world, the whole universe, and it
belongs to all people; it’s all sentient beings’ Buddhism.

If you think Buddhism is Indian Buddhism, Chinese,
Japanese, Thai, Burmese, Sri Lankan, or Vietnamese, then
you are wrong! Buddhism has no difference of nationality,
because Buddhism is for enlightening sentient beings.
Since, sentient beings are one, and all have the Buddha-

nature, so all countries have Buddhism.
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Asia

Australia

New Zealand

In this way, Buddhism is also not American Buddhism.

Due to different cultures and customs in varying countries,

the form of Buddhism also accordingly changed a bit, but
its essence remains unchanged.

What is the nature of Buddhism and what does it
originally look like? It is all related to teaching people to
understand the truth, to remove selfishness, and to do
things for the public. Once selfishness is removed and
everything is always for the public, then there will be no
concepts of “nation” or “nationality,”
There will be no difference between each other, as the
whole universe and all countries are one.

We who believe in the Buddhas should remove our
selfishness—this is Buddhism. If you do not remove your
selfishness, even if you say you are a Buddhist, [ won’tadmit
that you are one. Why? Because you don’t understand
Buddhism at all! If you do understand Buddhism, then
you should be unselfish. So, if you want to know who is a
Buddhist, first, you will need to see whether a person has
any thoughts of selfishness or self-benefit.

Someone says, “Oh, Dharma Master, what you said
sounds right, but why are you still in charge of Gold
Mountain Monastery? Can someone else come to be
the abbot?” Sure! Of course, if any time you are willing
to come, I'll let you be in charge if it’s something you
want. I would never say, “Oh, No, No! This is mine!” I
would not say this; I have nothing! In the future, no
matter who would like to come to be the abbot of Gold
Mountain Monastery, I will completely welcome you!

This is definitely not a deception. &
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