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The Earth Is Sick

An Instructional Talk by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua

English translation by Lianlian Wu
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The soil is the Earth’s body. Rivers and lakes are its blood
vessels. And in the soil, there are gold, silver, copper, iron and
various minerals, which are the bones of the Earth. The hard
things are the Earth’s bones; the soft ones are its flesh; and what
flows is its blood. It is just like the human body, which has skin,
flesh, tendons and bones. There are a lot of hot things in the
earth, just as there are such things in our bellies.

Landslides and tsunamis are signals that the earth is sick.
During one’s entire life of several decades, one often gets sick.
The Earth is hundreds of millions of years old, so it also gets a
lot of diseases. Landslides, tsunamis, volcanic eruptions are just
like people taking too many supplements that their blood vessels
burst and they die of a brain hemorrhage.

When there is an earthquake somewhere, it means the
earth is sick. When there is a strong wind somewhere, it means

the resentment in the world is so tremendous that it blows a
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hurricane. If you open your eyes, you can see a ghost, a
spirit, or a devil blowing the winds. These ghosts create
disasters to hurt humans. When the winds blow upon
the dead, he laughs; when the winds destroy woods and
houses, he is very happy: “This is really fun. This joke
is not bad!” He kills human beings as if he kills a fly
or mosquito. People’s lives dont matter to him at all.
But people still do not believe in this truth. They think
that tornadoes and hurricanes are made by water vapor.
Why do there suddenly come? Why are there clouds all
of a sudden? And why are they suddenly gone? Science
has its explanations, but these explanations are not
complete. When there is heavy rain or thunder, that’s
because heaven and earth has lost its temper. Heaven
and earth also throws tantrums.

Speaking of earthquakes, why are there six kinds
of quaking? Maybe someone in this world has become
a Buddha, or someone has achieved enlightenment.
Although there are six kinds of quaking, no matter
how great they are, they are harmless. They do not hurt
human beings nor do harm to the world.

But there is another kind of quake. It's when the
demon king wants to upset our hearts. In a country
there is an earthquake with a huge death toll, because
the demon king wants to expand his power and show
his strength to the world. He says, “You see how great
my evil power is! I can turn the earth upside down.”
He hurts people and damages property, so some
earthquakes are good and some are bad. Because of this,
we have to distinguish between good and evil realms. I
was told a few days ago that some people at night when
they were sleeping felt as if there were tremors, and one
even lasted for forty or forty-five minutes. I can’t sleep
well on such kind of days. For me, it’s like fighting with
the demon king. He runs away and comes back again.
This time he was beaten away by me, and I wonder if he
will come again? But if you frequently recite the Grear
Compassion Mantra, it won't happen again.

Let me be frank with you. There should have been
an earthquake in San Francisco in 1968, which would
have killed 200,000 people. But no one died; no one
needed relief or blood transfusions. In May of that
year, when scientists predicted that there would be
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an earthquake, I took out an “insurance policy,” which
guaranteed that there would be no earthquake as long as
I stayed in San Francisco. If I go somewhere else, then it
won't work. I don't like earthquakes and I don’t want to
fall into the sea because I don’t want to see the dragon
king, and I don’t want to be friends with a sea spirit who
has eight heads—(four men and four women which are
four couples)—with eight legs and eight tails. He does
things in a strange way, and I don’t want to deal with him,
and I don’t want the people that I live with to see him.
People say San Francisco should have had an earthquake
a long time ago. Why didn’t it happen? I will tell you. It’s
because we recited the Shurangama Mantra and scared
the demon king away. He does not dare to come here to
cause trouble. When we recite the mantra, we also must
contemplate to make San Francisco safe and trouble-free.
In the present Dharma Ending Age, there are many
natural disasters and man-made misfortunes. I hope
you will recite Guanshiyin Bodhisattva and Earth Store
Bodhisattva more often so that our place will be as stable

as Mountain Tai and have no big problems. &
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Buddhism of the Universe
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An excerpt from Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Commentary on Chapter Twenty Seven, the Ten Samadhis,

of the Avatamsaka Sutra

English translated by Shramanerika Jin Ben
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Today, we have visitors from other monasteries. When you
are here, you should feel as if you are in your own monastery.
Someone is saying: “We are here but this place feels different
from the monastery we came from.” That is just your
discriminating mind. If you do not harbor a discriminating
mind, then there is no such thing as my monastery or others’
monastery, they are all part of Buddhism, there is no difference.
The monastery on the outside and the monastery on the inside,
they are two but not two. When you look, it might appear to
be two, but essentially, it is just one. We are all Buddhist, since
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we are Buddhist, we should not differentiate yours or mine,
there shouldn’t be any discrimination.

There is only one Buddhism in the entire world. There is
no Buddhism from China, Buddhism from Japan, Buddhism
from Thailand, or Buddhism from India, they all belong
to one Buddhism. The customs and traditions from each
country have shaped their respective Buddhist rituals and
ceremonies, but that is just the localization of Buddhism to
the country and not the Buddhism of the entire universe.
The Buddhism we are referring to is the Buddhism of the

Universe, it is Buddhism without any discrimination. &
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Buddhism Has No Nationality
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An excerpt from Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Commentary on Chapter Twenty Seven,

the Ten Samadhis, of the Avatamsaka Sutra
English translation by Cindy Wang
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Buddhism is of the whole world, of the whole universe,
and of all people.

Where does Buddhism belong to? Where is it from?
Buddhism comes from nowhere and goes nowhere.
Someone says, “That’s not right! Buddhism is from India.
Shakyamuni Buddha was born in India!” Luckily you told
me this, if you hadn’t told me, I would have forgotten it.

Buddhism neither belongs to India, nor China, nor
Japan, nor Thailand, nor Burma or Sri Lanka. Buddhism
belongs to the whole world, the whole universe, and it
belongs to all people; it’s all sentient beings’ Buddhism.

If you think Buddhism is Indian Buddhism, Chinese,
Japanese, Thai, Burmese, Sri Lankan, or Vietnamese, then
you are wrong! Buddhism has no difference of nationality,
because Buddhism is for enlightening sentient beings.
Since, sentient beings are one, and all have the Buddha-

nature, so all countries have Buddhism.





