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CHAPTER ONE:
SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS IN THE PALACE OF THE TRAYASTRIMSHA HEAVEN

At B A AR Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
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Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih

Sitra:

...And ridiculed and slandered the Triple Jewel. Even
if she occasionally believed. She would soon become
disrespectful again. She died recently, and I still do
not know where she was reborn.

Commentary:

...And ridiculed and slandered the Triple Jewel.
She teased and criticized. When she saw people bowing
to the Buddhas, she would say, “Look at that! Is that a
Buddhist? Buddhists dare to do anything. I have observed
that Buddhists are no better than anybody else; they still
eat, drink, gamble and visit prostitute like everyone else.
What good does it do to believe in the Buddhas?” She
piles a list of faults on Buddhists so that Buddhists seem
like criminals who commit worse things than the ten evils
and the five rebellious acts. That is the kind of ridicule
she spouted.

She slandered by telling people not to believe in
Buddhism. She said Buddhists cheat people. In that way
she slandered the Triple Jewel. She said, “The Buddha,
the Dharma, and the Sangha are all fake. The Buddha
is made of clay, the Dharma is words on paper, and the
members of the Sangha are human too! How are they
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different from regular people? Why should you believe them?
Why should you bow to them? To do so is the epitome of
stupidity.” She scolded Buddhists badly, and many found
that so embarrassing that they were afraid to let others know
that they were Buddhists.

One elderly man who comes to listen to the sutras on
Sundays asked to take refuge with me a few years ago, but
I never agreed. Why? It is because he said that he wanted
to take refuge secretly so that no one would know. Taking
refuge is not stealing, why should it need to be kept secret? I
told him, “You want to keep it a secret, but I do not conduct
any secret refuge ceremonies here.” So I told him to think
things over before taking refuge.

His request was truly strange! What was his reasoning? He
said he was Catholic, and if his friends knew he believed in
Buddhism then they would say he had betrayed his religion.

I replied, “But If you do not speak up, you deceive them,
and that is an even bigger mistake.”

He replied that he was still receiving some charity from
them. Look at that. How could someone like that consider
himself to be a Buddhist? How pathetic!

Even if she occasionally believed. This is a supposition.
She might have believed for a short while, but not for the
long term. This shows why we should make vows to believe
in Buddhism forever so that we dont end up believing
only temporarily like the Brahman woman’s mother did.
Temporary faith happens when someone says they believe,
but after a while they stop believing. Their faith doesn’t even
last for two hours. Some believe for an hour or less; some are
flushed with belief for five minutes, only to have the belief
turn cold after that. We must make vows to have faith that
lasts forever.

She would soon become disrespectful again. Her faith
might have only lasted for five minutes. She may have bowed
to the Buddhas, taken refuge with the Triple Jewel, paid
respects to a teacher, but then she would turn, and in the
space of a baffling moment, she would lose her respect for
all of that. She died recently. My mother has not been dead
long and I still do not know where she was reborn.

s To be continued
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