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Voices of City Friends

A Talk Given By Cheng Guan Koay at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas on December 1, 2019

English Translated by Lianlian Wu
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Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, the Venerable Master and all
Dharma Masters, we say that when we practice the Way we
should free our minds from hindrances, yet I am concerned
about education at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
(CTTB)’s schools. We know the Venerable Master paid a
lot of attention to education. As we all know, education is
the best defense for the country. I realized the importance
of education when I was just a young child. I know that
education can bring wisdom and knowledge to a person, so
even back then I was determined to build a school.

I now realize that running a school is really not easy.
It’s almost impossible for a school to run if it only relies on
volunteers. And it’s hard to find volunteers in small areas.
Yet, it is also quite troublesome to hire and pay teachers,
[especially with a low budget]. Most retired teachers can only
teach for a day or two temporarily. Of course, Americans
are blessed, as many people are all willing to come and
volunteer their time. But even so, we still have a hard time
finding teachers. Plus, sometimes we don’t announce that
we need teachers, so no one knows of our needs. As soon as
I arrived CTTB, I felt very lucky. I know that it is not easy
for CTTB to build this Wayplace, and establish schools.

Children need to go to school at a certain age. Some
studies show that children from birth to 6-year-old listen
to their mothers, and children from ages 6 to 12 listen to
their fathers. After that, they need to find a role model, a
good role model. This means they should be exposed to

good teachers. The people whom children interact with
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the most in their studies and in life are their friends. At the
same time, a child’s family background will also affect his/
her growth and future. So when I was younger and came up
with the idea of building a school, I didn’t just think about
tuition and scholarships. A school also needs a dormitory. In
this way, children without good family backgrounds can have
a wholesome environment in which they can study. My own
family background was not good. I haven't been home in the
past ten years since I came to study in the United States. At
times, I just learned blindly from people without a real moral
role model. I did not find direction in life until I encountered
Buddhadharma.

What I have learned about practice is that: “Nature”
refers to all sentient beings possessing the Buddha nature;
with “Vows”, when one vow is made, one must carry it out
honestly; and in “Practice,” just keep doing it. It’s the same
with chanting the Buddha’s name. As we mentioned, when
the mind is not scattered, then we can gain Samadhi, deep
concentration. But most people still have doubts when reciting
the Buddha’s name. We have doubts and keep asking why
Amitabha Buddha hasn’t come yet. Will Amitabha come only
when we are on our deathbeds? Or a sick person might ask,
“Why am I still sick?” I think it is better to recite the Buddha’s
name diligently, then there will be no doubts. Whether or not
you believe in what you are doing, just keep doing it well— if
you are confident, you will have a breakthrough.

Whether in a country or school, the rise and fall of

Buddhism is everyone’s responsibility.
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We practice together in the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas (CTTB). Every day everyone does his or her own
duty at CTTB while practicing here. I think we should have
an overall vision, a master plan for CTTB. Perhaps when
the Venerable Master founded CTTB, the vision was clear.
However, we are so used to the way we do things that over

time that we cannot perceive whether what we are doing is
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done according to this vision.

The Venerable Master founded CTTB so that all of
us could accomplish the Buddha Way. The Lotus Sutra’s
“Chapter on Expedient Means” also mentions that the
Buddhas appear in the world because they wish to lead
living beings to awaken to the knowledge and vision of the
Buddhas.

The vision and master plan of CTTB is grand and lofty.
We, the residents and visitors, feel that such a vision is far and
distant. Because we feel it is too far away for us to achieve,
we have put it in a corner of our minds. Gradually, we forget
about this vision and use our unenlightened knowledge to
make everyday decisions.

We can start with ourselves, review our vision and overall
plans for our lives.

I often think about what made me move to CTTB. Was
it because of its beautiful scenery? Was it because this place
provides good material conditions?

Of course, that was not why. The Venerable Master said
before that if what we wanted after a long journey across the
ocean was for a better life with food and shelter, then this
goal is not meaningful. Therefore, whether we are laypeople,
left-home people, Western people, Eastern people, male,
female, old or young, since we intended to come all the
way from where we were to CTTB, each of us must take
our responsibility to do something for Buddhism. I believe
that this was our initial intention, and such a goal is most
meaningful .

In the Venerable Master’s biography, there are references
to a state or dream he had when he was young. In the dream,
the Venerable Master was walking, followed by a very large
crowd, including men and women, young and old, Eastern
and Western people. We are all part of this team following
the Venerable Master. Of course, this road is not easy to
walk, because it is to go out of the three realms and it is
the Bodhi Way to the Buddha land. In Practices and Vows
of Samantabhadra BodpisattvaChapter, the Bodhisattva
mentions, “All who walk with me.” We are all Dharma
friends on the Bodhi Way. In the world, everyone is either
friends or enemies. But here, we are not particularly close
to anyone, and neither are we enemies. We are all Dharma
friends who encourage each other on the Bodhi Way. We are

all very lucky because we follow the Venerable Master to go

to the Buddha’s land. &
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