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Feast of His Dharma Legacy
Like an Ever-Flowing River (Part 1)
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“Even if I have only one breath left, I will continue to lecture on the sutras and speak the

Dharma without fail.”
arriving in America (since 1968)
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— A history of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s sutra lectures given after

Reflections Provided from the Buddhist Text Translation Society (BTTS)
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English Translated by Early Bird Translation Team

“Even if I have only one breath left, I will continue to lecture
on the sutras and speak the Dharma without fail; I must propagate
the Proper Dharma.” This was one of the great vows of Venerable
Master Hsuan Hua, the eminent Chinese monk who took up
residence in America.

Venerable Master Hua passed his youth and early adult years in
China, spent his thirties in Hong Kong, and then, in 1962, (at the
age of 44) came to America. Decade after decade, Venerable Master
Hua continuously spoke the Dharma and lectured on the sutras,
presiding over countless Dharma sessions. He taught regardless of
how many people participated. Whether there were many, even
hundreds, or whether there were only a few, maybe even just one
person — no matter what, he was there.

The Venerable Master said that he remembered undertaking
the responsibility of propagating the Dharma when he was only
sixteen. At that time, in the monastery where he lived, he lectured
on the Sixth Patriarchs Platform Sutra, the Vajra Sutra, and the
Amitabbha Sutra. In 1948, when he was thirty years old, having
received an invitation, he went to Nancheng in Jiangxi Province,
where he lectured on the Amitabha Sutra.

In 1949, he went to Hong Kong and for a little over a decade,
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The Shurangama Summer Retreat, 1968.
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observing each person’s potential, he taught accordingly,
depending on specific causes and conditions. During this
period, he lectured on the Earth Store Sutra, the Vajra
Sutra, the Amitabha Sutra, the Universal Door Chapter, the
Shurangama Sutra, and more. Unfortunately, those lectures
were never compiled and published.

There was a upasika from Hong Kong, Liu Guo Juan, who
had been deaf for many years: after attending the lectures of
Venerable Master Hua on the Universal Door Chapter, she
completely regained her hearing. This strengthened her faith
in the Buddhadharma. Of all of the lectures the Venerable
Master gave in his early years in the United States (from
1962 to the first half of 1968,) including those on the Lozus
Sura, the Vajra Sutra, the Heart Sutra, the Book of Changes
(Yi Jing) , the Six Patriarchs Dharma Jewel Platform Sutra,
and the Amitabbha Sutra, only his lecture on Great Master
Yongjias Song of Enlightenment was published.

When the causes and conditions ripened in the early
summer of 1968, the Venerable Master’s disciples began
to record—systematically and in great detail—all of his
lectures, Dharma talks, and specific Dharma instructions. At
the same time, they began to translate these talks into many
different languages and to disseminate them throughout
the world, so that they could share and many others could
benefit from the Dharma.

The Dawning of Dharma in the West
English Translated by Early Bird Translation Team

On June 17, 1968, in the San Francisco Buddhist
Lecture Hall, the Venerable Master Hua began his formal
lecture series on the Shurangama Sutra, one of the important
sutras he lectured in America. This sutra perfectly represents
the Proper Dharma, and will be the first to disappear from
the world during the Dharma Ending Age. The Shurangama
Sutra contains the keys to Chan practice; it outlines the
non-esoteric teachings. If ordinary beings rely on it in their
cultivation, they will be able to turn their ordinary minds
into the wise minds of sages (and then they will become
sages). If Bodhisattvas awaken to or realize the truths within
it, they will be able to liberate beings, delivering them on a
vast scale and teaching them in accord with their potentials,

so that they become Buddhas (literally, “realize the supreme
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The Conclusion of the Shurangama Summer Retreat in 1968.
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The English Version of the Commentary

on the Shurangama Sutra
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Buddha Vehicle.”) That is why the Venerable Master
chose to lecture on this sutra first. It was meant
to help us overcome our afflictions, and to break
through our ignorance, self-attachment, cravings,
and desires. It can also provide us the guidance we
need to cross over the vast ocean of karma. This sutra
is a beacon for beings in darkness and a compass for
those who have lost their way.

During the summer retreat of 1968, which was
attended by over forty Western university students,
the Venerable Master lectured on the Shurangama
Sutra over the course of 96 days. At first the sutra
lectures lasted two hours every day, including
translation. But soon, the Venerable Master realized
he would never finish if he carried on according to
this schedule, so he added an afternoon lecture, and
after that an evening lecture, so that there were in
total three lectures each day— morning, afternoon,
and evening. During the final phase of lecturing
he added yet another lecture time to the original
three so that there were four in all each day: one
in the morning, two in the afternoon, and one in
the evening. This first summer retreat concluded on
September 22 ,1968.

1R R —— AR

The Korean Version of the Commentary on the Shurangama Sutra
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The Lotus (Dharma Flower) Lecture Series, 1968.

While Speaking the Great Dharma,
the BuddhaTransforms the Earth

English Translated by Early Bird Translation Team

Since the Shurangama Summer Retreat in 1968,
more and more people have come here to study the
Buddhadharma. Most of the students who attended
this retreat were students from the University of
Washington in Seattle. Since the conditions for learning
looked so appealing, they were drawn here the same
way that iron filings are attracted to a magnet. It was
quite inconceivable. They voluntarily relocated to San
Francisco so hey could more easily participate in the
Lotus (Dharma Flower) Lecture Series which started on
November 10, 1968. The Venerable Master lectured on
the Lotus Sutra every night for two consecutive years,
holding 350 or more Dharma sessions. The lecture series
concluded on November 10, 1970. This sutra expounds
that “the Buddha appeared in the world because of causes
and conditions relating to an important matter.” That is
to say, the Buddha intended to reveal to living beings his
knowledge and views, to offer instruction on these, and
to help beings awaken to and enter into his knowledge
and views. Similarly, it is also for the sake of us living
beings that the Venerable Master explained this sutra to
reveal the Buddha’s knowledge and views, to instruct us
on these, to enable us to awaken, and to “enter into” the
Buddha’s knowledge and views. From this we can sense
his great compassion and profound vows.

Moreover, every Saturday, starting from November
16, 1968, the Master lectured on the Sutra of the Past Vows
of Earth Store Bodpisattva — a lecture series he completed
on September 29, 1969. Earth Store Bodhisattva made
a profound vow: “Only when every single living being
is liberated will I attain Bodhi. Should a single living
being remain un-liberated from hells, I vow that I shall
never become a Buddha.” Such a profound vow wakes
us up, guides us to make our great vows of our own,
and inspires us (following the Bodhisattva’s example) to
go out and liberate the living beings of our time who,
although enjoying material abundance, really suffer
because their spiritual life is so impoverished.

At the sincere request of the disciples, the Venerable
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The Lotus (Dharma Flower) Lecture Series in 1968.
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Master started another lecture series on the Vajra Prajna Paramita
Sutra, which began on November 17, 1968 and took place every
afternoon. His lectures on this sutra enable us to awaken to the
truth that the three minds—the mind of the past, of the present,
and of the future—are all unobtainable. Thus, our minds should
be engaged everywhere, but nowhere attached. In other words,
we should see through all phenomena, let go of everything, and
attain self-mastery. This Prajna Lecture Series was completed on
April 6, 1969.

He then proceeded to lecture on another sutra, the Heart of
Prajna Paramita Sutra, which is the very essence of the Maha
Prajna Sutra, adding his own commentary, a work called: the
Heart of Prajna Paramita Sutra — A Versified Commentary. His
commentaries are like a compass for beings lost at sea. He sincerely
hoped that all beings would reach the other shore (—the shore of
Nirvana).

A verse of his commentary goes like this:

Only through wondrous wisdom can one reach the other shore.

The true mind corresponds with the source of awakening.
Dharma-analogy establishes its name—rtranscending all dualities.
This ineffable substance is empty of all dharma attributes.

1Its principal teaching is non-attainment and

it has the power to eradicate the three obstacles.

1t belongs, by its meaning, to the sutras compared to clarified butter.
By a sudden reversal you find the Maha Prajna Boat.

Another of his verse teaches us that:

Practice the Way, cultivate virtue, and do not pursue external things.
In the prajna of your own nature discover the deep and secret cause.
When white waves surge up into sky, the stormy sea calms;
Effortlessly, one ascends to Nirvana, attaining the other shore.

Time running is out—do not waste this opportunity.

Cultivate carefully and you will attain your true nature.

Far, dim, and indistinguishable, good news arrives.

Here one minute, gone the next—you suddenly discover yourself as an

unborn Buddpa.

This lecture sessions began on April 20, 1969, and concluded
on July 27, 1969.

Upon the completion of the Dharma sessions of this Heart
Sutra Lecture Series, the disciples, deeply touched by this rain
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The Commentary on the Lozus Sutra and the English Version of the Commentary on the Lozus Sutra.
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of Dharma, which moistened and nurtured them, were filled with
the bliss of Dharma. They further requested that the Master lecture
on the Dharani Sutra of the Heart of Great Compassion. This sutra
explains how Guanyin Bodhisattva, beginning limitless kalpas ago,
cultivated the Bodhisattva Path on the causal ground and perfected

his great compassion and great kindness. The sutra says:

I (Guanyin Bodhisattva) shall cultivate the Bodhisattva
Path so that I can help all beings attain peace and bliss; Dispel
all sicknesses, attain longevity, and riches and abundance.
Eradicate all bad karma and heavy offenses, and transcend all
obstacles or difficulties. Increase all merit and virtue related
to the Dharmas of purity; Accomplish all seeds of goodness,
and leave all fear far behind; and so that I can quickly fulfill

whatever living beings wish for or aspire to.

The Venerable Master wanted all of us, who are his disciples, to
emulate the Buddha—to learn and practice just like the Buddha,
to bring forth great compassion, and in the evil times of the five
turbidities, to practice what is difficult to practice and endure what
is difficult to endure. He hoped that we would spare no efforts
in practicing the Bodhisattva Path. Only by truly practicing can
we bring forth the true spirit of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas,
allowing Buddhism to take root, sprout, blossom, and bear fruit in
the West. Besides, the Venerable Master also wished to help all of
us to understand what Buddhism is truly all about.

5 To be continued
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