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Three Births and Nine Grades

— Excerpted from the 7he Vajra Strikes, A Compilation of Q&A of Venerable Master Hua’s Instructional Talks

English Translation by Lianlian Wu
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Question: If ten thousand people practice the Pure Land Dharma
method, and are all able to go to the Pure Land, then, why are there
three births and nine grades in the Pure Land? Those who attain
birth on the highest level of the highest grade are comfortable and
happy as soon as they arrive there. Are there any reasons?

Venerable Master Hua: Although it is said that the Pure Land is where
anyone who practices can arrive, those who attain birth there have
practiced the Dharma before. When the time comes, you can go there.
It does not happen just during one life. When people come across the
Amitabbha Sutra, and recite Amitabha, these people have not merely
cultivated the roots of virtue with one Buddha, two, three, four, or
five Buddhas. They have cultivated all kinds of virtuous roots with
hundreds of thousands, even countless numbers of Buddhas, so they
can find such a remarkable Dharma method.

How is it divided into the nine grades? Everyone’s traits are different.
Some people are dedicated and undaunted, free from doubts. Therefore,
these people attain birth on the highest level of the highest grade. They
have recited the Buddha’s name many times, and have cultivated for
a long time. If you just start to practice and you attain rebirth there
when you haven't recited the Buddha’s name that many times, then
you will attain rebirth on the lowest level of the lowest grade, and you
will continue to recite the Buddha’s name there.

All in all, it is worthwhile to practice mindfulness of the Buddha,
mindfulness of the Dharma, and mindfulness of the Sangha. Your
efforts will reward you. It won’t be unfair. It is fair that it covers the
three roots, receives both those who are sharp and dull. Are these with
sharp roots and dull roots the same? Therefore, we have to divide them
into different grades. But once you are there, you will not fall back. No
matter whether one attains birth on the highest level of the highest
grade or the lowest level of the lowest grade, the three evil paths don't
exist in the Western Land of Ultimate Bliss and one will not fall back.
If one attains birth on the lowest level of the lowest grade because he

has not put enough effort. This is very fair! &
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