v

—
IE & B
PRrOPER DHARMA SEAL

o mk- Tl b ¢
WEiE s i=tE
The Dharma Flower Sutra with Commentary
(x4 AT RE =+ =]

CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE:
THE FORMER DEEDS oF MEDICINE KING BODHISATTV A

f43ThR  Revised version

FAi6 b A AR Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
M08 B IR st s dnoE Translated by the International Translation Institute

CMZRER AR et 1« HBEMR It is because, in following Sikyamuni Buddha’s
BefFRE A e ek > T2Eradas teachings, you uphold, read, recite, ponder this Wonderful
MR s B A : Ree2H (= Dhbarma Lotus Satra, write it out, and explain it to others.
LK) WEEME (CEFELR) > Ygeyg ( Having understood the principles of this siitra, you can also
HETEFESR) > WEEEME (GEFELK) > proclaim its principles to others.
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M (ETEFERR ) [T o The blessings and virtues you have attained are

countless and limitless. You will not be burned by fire, nor

B (et - I ERIES - K RRERE - K will you be swept away by water. Your merit is such that
THEEE Yoo D . T-hdtin . Rgesy  verea thousand Buddhas to collaborate in describing it,
S o WS DUREREER I - WA 2R - 35 they would not be able to do so fully. You have vanquished
BTN « HSR I - the demonic thieves, defeated the troops of samsara, and
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destroyed all other malicious enemies.
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POEEE A - BERE AR ? A —Hiae fire to see whether you will burn, you will burn for sure.
Jed) | REAERE LT AEEATER your blessing will only apply to accidental circumstances. For

Commentary:

The blessings and virtues you have attained are
countless and limitless. Consider a few examples of your
blessings. The first is that you will not be burned by fire. If
you are inadvertently caught in a fire, you will not be burned.

But you must not test this blessing. If you set your body on
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example, if you are in the mountains, the forest may catch
on fire, but you won’t be harmed. If your house catches on
fire accidentally, you won't be harmed either. But if you
set the fire yourself as an experiment, the Buddhas are not
going to pay any attention to you. Nor will you be swept
away by water. You wont drown in any body of water,
including rivers, lakes, or seas.

Your merit from upholding, reading, reciting, explaining
to others, and writing out the Dharma Flower Sitra is
such that were a thousand Buddhas to collaborate in
describing it, they would not be able to do so fully. If a
thousand Buddhas pooled their abilities in describing your
merit, they would not be able to do it justice.

You have vanquished the demonic thieves—the
demons of your afflictions, the demons of your mind, and
all demonic hordes—and defeated the troops of samsara:
that is, you have put an end to the cycle of birth and death.
And you have destroyed all other malicious enemies.

They have all been vanquished.

Sitra:

Good man, hundreds of thousands of Buddhas will
protect you with their spiritual powers. In all the worlds
with their gods and humans, none but the Tathagata
will be your equal. Your wisdom and samadhi cannot be
matched by that of the Sravakas, Pratyekabuddhas, or
even the Bodhisattvas.

Commentary:

Good man, hundreds of thousands of Buddhas will
protect you with their spiritual powers. The Buddhas will
be mindful of you and protect you. In all the worlds with
their gods and humans, none but the Tathagata will be
your equal. No one except the Tathagata will have as much
merit as you. Of course the Buddhas’ merit is greater than
yours. Your wisdom and samadhi cannot be matched
by that of the Sriva.kas—referring to first, second, third,
and fourth stage Arhats— Pratyekabuddhas, or even the
Bodhisattvas. Their wisdom and samadhi will not compare
to the wisdom and samadhi you gain from reading, reciting,

and upholding the Dharma Flower Sutra.
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