DRBA, CTTB and DRBU Jomntly Donate
Medical Supplies to Local Hospitals
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During the COVID-19 pandemic, the United
States has become the most devastated country in the
entire world. Many hospitals and healthcare facilities
across the country are in dire need of personal
protective equipment (PPE) for their medical staff.
To help provide needed equipment, the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB), Dharma Realm
Buddhist University (DRBU) and their parent
organization, Dharma Realm Buddhist Association
(DRBA) have established a PPE donation project.

Ten thousand KN95 masks (Chinese standard,
equivalent to the US N95mask) were donated to
Adventist Health Ukiah Valley (AHUV) in early
April. AHUV diverted 3,000 of these masks to the
extremely needed Highland Hospital in Oakland.
A group afhliated with the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas also purchased 50,000 medical facemasks
for Ukiah’s Hospital and 16,000 medical facemasks
for Chinese Hospital in Chinatown, San Francisco as
well as 12,000 medical facemasks for Wen Wu Clinic
in El Cerrito, California. This clinic has organized
physicians on a regular basis to provide free medical
care for CTTB residents for the past 20 years.

The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas donated
another 60,000 PPE items, including surgical

W Ah SR ST > SRR T &
BREVE R B EEHIB 5 - R8s 2%
B e AR B8 R IR R G 2 Y B S A
8 R (E AR o JRS
AT ~ EOREE  TRFUIEBORE
apkar TE AL Rt
DB EE N\ RS2t IR AR EIli
s PRI o

158 ol B i BT AT By B i 2 B B AR
ZEHHER > RUHYESAET
Ry — B (EKNSEE R 158 (4
ENEBAINISCIE) - R BTk
o = A S E R e R A B L
HEREm =B o 49Z5REAH T B
Wz 4% EEREMTREGEE T
B {E T E > AR — A THE
LEBPEBERERR - D&
AT B4R B e USRS BRI
ARSI L » PERFRTLHEE
AR > R AR T PR R
FIE GRS

B BRI 55 0 AR 7N B T (E A
Vi€ idd S AP ABU - 5PAS
FIOEE - BHOE - BHFEE > D

APRIL 2020 VAJRA BoDHI Sea | 45



of 58 B ‘ DHARMA REALM NEws

facemasks, medical facemasks, and medical use gloves to
Mendocino County for the fire department, paramedics,
and other county first responders. A shipment of protective
garments and laser thermometers is also on its way.

These donations are part of a larger project that includes
contributing hundreds or thousands of PPE items to DRBA
branch monasteries where they are donated to their respective
local hospitals, healthcare facilities, and nursing homes.

Members and friends of Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association in China, including the Buddhist Association of
China, Jing Ming Vihara of Beijing, China, donated these
medical supplies. Madalena Tam, DRBA/CTTB/DRBU’s
PPE project manager, notes that all PPE items come with
a copy of manufacturer’s business license, FDA and/or CE
(Europe) and/or ISO (international) certificate to certify the
quality of products. Product tests and inspection reports are
also required before placing the PPE order. Donors must
also follow the FDA’s requirements for making donations of
medical supplies to the US.

DRBA members and friends also recommend names of
hospitals in great need of PPE items. One example is Blue
Ridge Regional Hospital, a small rural hospital located in
the mountains of Western North Carolina. It is the primary
hospital for three counties with a population around 50,000
together and they see 20,000 patients a year. This hospital has
limited resources for PPE and tests. Through the connection
of Venerable Hua’s senior disciples, 18,000 PPE items were
shipped to Blue Ridge Regional Hospital by DRBU staft to
meet their need.

A CTTB residents sister found that Akron Children’s
Hospital in Akron, Ohio, lacked all kinds of PPE items. At
her recommendation, 7,600 PPE items including medical
facemasks and disposable vinyl gloves were shipped from
CTTB to Akron Children’s Hospital.

In addition, a CTTB volunteer from Spain coordinated
a donation of 10,000 medical masks to Catarroja, Spain. It’s
a satellite town of Valencia, the third largest city of Spain.
When Spain was hit heavily by COVID-19, two nursing
homes and one clinic in Catarroja were in extreme need of
PPE items.

When the 10,000 medical facemasks donated by DRBA/
CTTB arrived in early April, a grateful mayor of Catarroja,
Jesus Monzo Cubillos, wrote a personal letter to thank DRBA
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and CTTB for the donation. He wrote in this letter, “As
mayor of the City of Catarroja, I will ensure that the masks
are distributed among the health staff and other people who
are taking care of the patients of the COVID-19. We want
to thank again your kindness and generosity.”

The project stems from a great desire to provide medical
supplies to medical staff and other first responders in dire
need of them. Volunteers and donors also wish to repay the
kindness of those who have treated many of the residents
of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and other branch
temples in local hospitals and medical facilities.

Starting March 2020, a total of more than 250,000 PPE
items have been donated through this project from DRBA/
DRBU/CTTB donors. The list of twenty-one recipients of
this PPE donation project follows (in alphabetic order):

Adventist Health Ukiah Valley, Ukiah, Califonia
Akron Children’s Hospital, Akron, Ohio
Alta Bates Summit Medical Center, Berkeley, California

Blue Ridge Regional Hospital, Spruce Pine, North Carolina
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Chartwell Willow Retirement Community, Vancouver, Canada
City of Catarroja, Catarroja, Spain

County of Mendocino, Ukiah, California

El Camino Health Foundation, Mountain View, Califonia
GetMePPEBayArea, San Francisco Bay Area, California
Harborview Medical Hospital, Seattle, Washington

Haro Park Centre, Vancouver, Canada

Helping Alberta, Calgary, Canada

Provincial Health Services Authority, Vancouver, Canada
Salud Clinic

—CommuniCare Health Center, West Sacrament, Califonia
South Granville Park Lodge, Vancouver, Canada

Swedish Assisted Living Residence, Vancouver, Canada
UC Davis Medical Center, Davis, Califonia

Valley Medical Center, Renton, Washington

Vancouver General Hospital, Vancouver, Canada

The list goes on as the novel coronavirus is
still around and medical staff still in great need
of PPE items. DRBA/DRBU/CTTB’s members
and volunteers in China recently donated 5,000
facemasks, 1,000 gloves, and hand sanitizer to
City of Jilin, China, where community spread of
COVID-19 is going on. And the whole city is
in lockdown. We received special permission to
deliver foodstuffs to the poor and needy people
there. City of Jilin is close to the hometown of
Venerable Master Hua, founder of DRBA/DRBU/
CTTB. Our members and volunteers in China
are trying to donate as much as they can to help
people there. They also delivered free vegetarian
meals to the poor and needy people in Shenzhen
and Tianjin, China due to the lockdown for three

months with no income.

A group affiliated with the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
purchased 50,000 medical facemasks for Ukiah’s Hospital.
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