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City of Ten Thousand Buddha’s Response
to the COVID-19 Pandemics
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By Tong Cixin

English Translated by Felix Koay, Early Bird Translation Team
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As the Covid-19 Pandemic rampaged through the world, California
implemented a state-wide Shelter-at-Home order on March 19, 2020.
Mendocino County, in which the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB)
is located, actually initiated its own Shelter-in-Place orders on March 18,
after informing residents of the first confirmed case in the county (which
occurred in the southern coastal area).

The Public Health Department of Mendocino County expressed
concerns that visitors and disciples arriving from all over the world might
carry, spread, or contract the virus. Thus, in February, the County health
department officials visited CTTB and asked us to postpone all public
gatherings scheduled for the next few months. Accordingly, CTTB
cancelled all major Dharma sessions scheduled for March and April.
CTTB’s Jyun Kang Restaurant, Circulation Department, and Donation
Department have also been closed since the eighth of March.

All of CTTB’s educational institutions, including the Dharma Realm
Buddhist University (DRBU) and Instilling Goodness Elementary and
Developing Virtue Secondary School (IGDVS), have transitioned to



online classes since the third week
of March.
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khach. the Patriarch Hall, the Long Life Hall,

and the Rebirth Hall—are open so that
there is enough room to observe these
regulations. Residents are additionally
required to wear masks in all public buildings.

Inan instructional talk he once gave, CT'TB’s founding Patriarch,
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, said that in the future when a plague
strikes, people should sincerely recite the Grear Compassion Mantra
and Shurangama Mantra. Venerable Master Hua also shared his own
experience of fighting a plague in his early years in Northeast China
(Dongbei). His account was as follows:

“I remember when I was in the Northeast, there was a village
called Lu’s Oil Mill (L{i Jia Yéu Fing); after the Japanese surrendered,
an epidemic struck this village. Dozens of people died everyday, and
after ten days hundreds were dead. In one household of eleven, there
were thirteen deaths in three days. How could there be thirteen
deaths in a household of eleven people? A relative and friend had

: g come to visit the infected family, not knowing
that when they arrived they would die along
with them. This was a really severe epidemic.

At that time, I took four boys who
were eleven or twelve years old with me to
this village to recite the Great Compassion
Mantra for the sake of the villagers. After we
walked around the village reciting the Great
Compassion Mantra one hundred and eight
times, the epidemic mysteriously disappeared.
As a result of this, I knew that reciting the
Great Compassion Mantra could evoke an
inconceivable response.”

The Venerable Master also said, “Guanyin
Bodhisattva’s accomplishments derives from

the Dharma power of the Grear Compassion
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Mantrahe upheld; that is how he became the Bodhisattva with
a thousand hands and a thousand eyes. The Great Compassion
Mantra really has this inconceivable, wondrous, and spiritual
Dharma power, capable of penetrating heaven and earth. As
long as you are truly sincere and persevere in your recitation,
you can dispel calamities and turn inauspicious situations
into auspicious ones. This is wondrous beyond words; no
language can ever fully express it.”

From March 8-14, 2020 (the period for which the spring
2020 Guanyin Session was originally scheduled), CTTB’s
Tathagata Monastery (TM) held a Guanyin Session called
“The Guanyin Session of Great Compassion that Protects the
World and Extinguishes Calamities in the Confucius Hall.”
reciting the Great Compassion Mantra for five hours every day.
At the Joyous Giving House (JGH)’s Sixth Patriarch Hall, the
bikshunis and resident laywomen recited the Universal Door
Chapter (from the Lotus Sutra) and Guanyin Bodhisattva’s
sacred name in both the morning and evening. In addition
to this, every day CTTB continued to hold regular daily
recitations, such as the Morning and Evening Ceremonies
and, in the afternoon, the Great Compassion Repentance,
and transference in the Rebirth Hall. In the evening, the
fourfold assembly gathers at the Rebirth Hall to dedicate
merit. They hope that, as a result of the merit derived from
each day’s recitation and repentance bowing, this pandemic
can be eradicated as soon as possible.

CTTB encourages practitioners to cultivate at home or
wherever they may be, in order to help the world get through
this difficult time. CTTB has been closed to all visitors since
Mendocino County announced the shelter-in-place rule in
order to reduce the risk of spreading and contracting the
Dharma Realm Buddhist Association (DRBA), to

which CTTB belongs, posts updates and announcements on

virus.

the following websites: www.drba.org; www.cttbusa.org, and
www.drbachinese.org, www. drbu.edu, and www.igdvs.org.
In addition, online Dharma resources are available, such as
audio files containing sutra lectures, Dharma talks, links to
online classes, and the recitation of the Great Compassion
Mantra by Venerable Master Hua. Daily recitations of
DRBA branches are also available here. Everyone is welcome
to come to our websites to share, listen, recite and dedicate

merit together with us. &



Weare temporarily CLOSED

Delivery isstll allowed.
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Ukiah During the
Coronavirus Pandemic

(March 27, 2020 - April 14, 2020)






