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The Thirty-Eighth Chan Patriarch
Master Huiji of Mount Yang
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A Lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on December 28, 1983
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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The Master, who was from Huaihua in the city of Shao, was a son of
the Ye family. When he was fourteen years old, his parents arranged
for him to marry. The Master, however, did not want to comply
with his parents’ wishes, and so he cut off a finger, knelt before his
parents, and vowed to seek the Proper Dharma to repay his parents’
kindness in raising him. His parents then permitted him to leave
the home-life. The Master was able to be decisive and did not fear pain,
so he cut off one of his fingers and showed it to his parents, saying,
“So you want me to get married, do you? But I have vowed to seek the
Proper Dharma. I definitely want to cultivate the Proper Dharma and
fulfill my filial duty by repaying the kindness of my parents. I want
permission to be a monastic.” As soon as his parents saw that, they said,
“What! Such a shocking thing to do! We really cannot handle you. Since
you are so sure, then we give you our permission to leave home.”

First, he paid his respects to Chan Master Danyuan and gained
awakening to the esoteric purport. To start with, the Patriarch-to-
be Huiji presented himself and bowed to Dharma Master Dan Yuan.
Next, he went to study with Chan Master Weishan where he made
profound progress in his understanding of practice. After Dharma
Master Huiji awakened to the esoteric purport, he called upon and
bowed to Chan Master Lingyou, known as the Old Man of Mount Wei.
Remember? He was the Dharma Master who had kicked over the pure-
water urn. Upon arriving at Mount Wei, Master Huiji immediately
became a room-entering disciple of Chan Master Lingyou.

One day Chan Master Weishan asked him, “Where did you go?”

“Where were you off to today?”
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The Master, Chan Master Huiji, said, “I went to the fields.”

Chan Master Weishan asked him, “How many people were in
the fields?”

The Master planted his spade in the ground and crossed his arms.
He stuck the spade in the dirt and stood there with his arms crossed.
Look at that! He took a stance that made him look like he was ready
for a fight.

Chan Master Weishan said, “Today there were a lot of people
cutting rushes on the southern hill. Many people were working there,
scything grasses.”

The Master then pulled up his shovel and walked away. As soon
as Chan Master Weishan spoke that way, Master Huiji didn’t want to
quarrel, so he picked up his spade and left. What do you think that was
all about? That’s what’s known as Chan repartee. “I'm on my way out.
I’'m leaving.”

Later, he went to reside at Yang Mountain. Afterwards Master
Huiji went and dwelt at Mount Yang. Once, after the Master had
lain down, one of the monks asked him whether the Dharma body
understands how to speak Dharma. One time when he was lying
down, a member of the Sangha asked him, “Does the Dharma body
understand the speaking of Dharma? Dharma is spoken by the flesh
body. Does the Dharma body understand the speaking of the Dharma
or not?”

The Master replied, “I can’t tell you the answer, but there’s
someone else who can.”

The Sangha member asked, “Where can I find such a personz”

The Sangha member asked, “You say someone else can answer this.
Where is that person?”

The Master, who was lying down, showed him a pillow. Because
he was lying down, the Master just picked up a pillow and showed it
to him.

Chan Master Weishan’s comment upon hearing of this exchange
was, “The Silent One used a knife’s edge to take care of that business!”
“Silent One” refers to Dhyana Master Huiji, whose name means “Silent
Wisdom.” “A knife’s edge” refers to his skill at Chan repartee.

Why did Master Huiji show that monk a pillow? The Sanga member
kept asking about a location, but basically the Dharma body has no
fixed location. But since the monk persisted in searching, Chan Master
Huiji showed him a pillow. The message was: “It’s right here.” He let the
pillow speak for him. That’s because there’s no place where the Dharma
body isn't present. It is neither located nor absent from anywhere.
When Chan Master Weishan learned of the exchange, he pronounced

speaking Dharma on a knife’s edge. $0To be continued
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