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CuaPTER ONE:
SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS IN THE PALACE OF THE TRAYASTRIMSHA HEAVEN
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih

Siitra:
The ghost king asked the worthy woman, ‘When the
Bodhisattva’s mother was alive, what deeds did she do? The

worthy woman replied, “My mother held deviant views.”

Commentary:

Ghost King Poisonless listened to the Brahman woman ask
about where her mother was reborn. She wondered in which
of the six destinies on the wheel of rebirth her mother could
be found. “The ghost king asked the worthy woman, “When
the Bodhisattva’s mother was alive, what deeds did she do?’ The
ghost king, seeing that the Brahman woman had been able to
reach the hells because of the power of her awesome virtue and
vows, referred to her as a Bodhisattva. “What did your mother
do when she was alive? What occupation was she in? How did
she act?”

“The worthy woman replied, ‘My mother held deviant
views.” Although she was my mother, I cannot cover over
her mistakes. She held deviant knowledge and deviant views,
which are the Five Swift Causes in the areas of body, prejudices,
prohibitions, views, and deviances.

1. View of the body: With this view one is never willing to
take a loss and is always trying to figure out what will be

best for one’s body. For example, one wants to eat tonics and
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3.

5.

supplements because one is afraid of poor health, to the extent
that one doesn’t mind gaining weight. One is not afraid of
adding flesh to one’s body, thinking that the chubbier one gets,
the healthier one becomes. At all times and in all places, one
calculates on behalf of one’s physical well-being. One wants a
good place to live, good food, and nice clothes. One spends
all one’s time paying attention to one’s body, always trying
to figure out how to improve one’s physical circumstances.
Someone holding this view of the body doesn’t want the body

to suffer any loss or harm.

. Prejudiced views: All one’s views are extreme. People may

say that smoking is unhealthy, but one does not consider it
unhealthy. In fact, one thinks it promotes health and criticizes
others for not understanding its fine points. One argues that
if others knew of its fine points they would not want to give it
up. One’s explanations seem perfectly reasonable. Those who
hold extreme views have ingenious ways of convincing others,
their arguments seem flawless, and their rationales completely
feasible. But, in fact, what they advocate are prejudiced views.
View of prohibitions: This refers to deviant prohibitions.
For example, one sees a Buddhist who is vegetarian and asks,
“What is special about not eating meat? Consider people who
don’t even eat salt. Now that takes real gumption! If you don’t
believe it, try it out!” One deliberately ridicules the Triple Jewel.
In general, when people are doing the right thing, one finds
fault with them and tries to find mistakes. One is nit-picking.
Others may argue that they are not making mistakes, but one
searches until one finds some hidden flaw.

. View of clinging to one’s own views: One who holds this view

looks at everything from the perspective of one’s own views.
One will use a sort of tricks to support one’s own views. This is
a manifestation of selfishness.

Deviant views: For example, everyone says it is correct to be
filial to our parents, but one who holds this view might say
something like, “Why? Parents procreate because they seck
momentary pleasures; did you really think they wanted to do
you good? Do not care for your parents. They deserve to get
old and die. The sooner they die, the better; otherwise there is
just one more consumer alive.” One with this view will go into
long-winded explanations. Others say filial regard is good, but
those with this view say it is wrong. “Why are you being filial
regard to elders? That is really stupid.” Someone who says you
are stupid for being filial is someone who holds deviant views.

Such a one uses deviant knowledge and has deviant views.

£ To be continued
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