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The Dharma Flower Sutra with Commentary
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

Translated by the International Translation Institute

Or by anger and delusion. Not only are people afflicted by
greed and desire, they are afflicted by anger. If you cannot satisfy
your cravings, you become angry. Blinded by anger, you become
foolish and deluded; all your wisdom disappears. You are afflicted
by anger and delusion, but the root of the problem is greed and
desire, which you have not overcome. Anger and delusion follow
in its wake.

Nor will she be afflicted by various defilements such as pride
and jealousy. If you understand the Dharma Flower Sitra you will
not be arrogant and think yourself higher than Mount Sumeru.
You will not look down upon everyone. You will not regard others
with contempt, thinking you are the best. Apart from pride, people
may fall prey to jealousy. Jealousy is being afraid that someone else
is better than you and will surpass you. You should know that pride
and jealousy are defilements; they are impure and extremely filthy.
Why haven’t you become enlightened? Why do you lack wisdom?
It is because you are prideful and jealous. “Various defilements”
indicates there are many defilements. Are you willing to befriend
greed, pride, and jealousy? They are defiled practices which make
you impure. Consumed by pride and jealousy, you naturally
succumb to ignorance and affliction.

Here we are talking about women, but men can also be subject
to overwhelming jealousy and pride. Whether you are a man or a
woman, if you have such faults, you should change them. Hearing
this chapter, “7he Former Deeds of Medicine King Bodbisattva” you
should not be attached to your body. Instead, you should think,
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“Medicine King Bodhisattva burned his body and arms as an
offering to the Buddha. What have I got to be so proud of?”
You should rid yourself of pride. When it is gone, you will attain
purity and develop genuine wisdom. When you attain genuine
wisdom, you will no longer be tormented by impure thoughts of
greed, desire, anger, delusion, pride, and jealousy.

She will attain the spiritual powers of a Bodhisattva and
the patient acceptance of the nonarising of phenomena. Those
who uphold, read, and recite this chapter, “7he Former Deeds of
Medicine King Bodhisattva” will not be afflicted by defilements.
They will be able to attain the spiritual powers of a Bodhisattva,
as well as the patient acceptance of the nonarising of phenomena,
meaning that they will not see the slightest phenomenon come
into being or cease to be. When they experience such a state,
they can endure it in their hearts; hence it is called “the patient
acceptance of the nonarising of phenomena.” Having attained
this patience, she will gain purity of the eye faculty. Her eye
faculty will become pure, and she will attain the aforementioned
merit associated with the eye faculty.

With this pure eye faculty, she will see as many Buddhas,
Tathagatas, as the grains of sand in seven million two thousand
kotis of nayutas of Ganges rivers. Because her eye faculty has
become pure, she will be able to see the Buddhas throughout
the ten directions. Why cant we see the Buddhas throughout
the ten directions? It is because our eyes are not pure. When you
have attained the purity of the eye faculty, you will be able to
use the physical eyes you were born with to see Buddhas equal
in number to the grains of sand in seven million two thousand

kotis of nayutas of Ganges rivers.

Sutra:

At that time, all the Buddhas will praise this person
from afar: “Excellent! Excellent! Good man, in following
Sékyamuni Buddha’s teachings, you uphold, read, recite,

ponder this satra, and explain it to others.

Commentary:

At that time, all the Buddhas, equal in number to the grains
of sand in seven million two thousand kotis of nayutas of Ganges
rivers, will praise this person from afar: “Excellent! Excellent!
Good man, you are the best! Why do we, the Buddhas in the ten

directions, praise you, saying that you are a good man?”

s To be continued
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