Interpreting Wisdom

— Hermeneutics and Translation of the Prajniaparamita
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On February 4, DRBU Symposium hosted its first
eventin 2020 with the speaker, Dr. Matthew Orsborn,

a New Zealander who has studied and taught
Buddhism since 2000. The topic was “Interpreting
Wisdom: and Translation of the Prajhaparamita,”
which focused on the hermeneutics of interpreting
ancient Buddhist texts.

He humorously used the example of “an apple”
to illustrate what could be lost in translation across
time, space and language. From psychological to
grammatical, from grammatical back to psychological,
the hermeneutic circle constantly begs the question:
how can translated texts from the original teaching
create a similar state or “dynamic equivalence” in the
modern minds of a completely different culture?

He emphasized thata good translation must come

from a translator who understands the text. But then
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further inquired: what if the text itself is also in question
as it moves through time after many copies, translations
and then subsequent translations in multiple languages?

Furthermore, the commentaries of the original text and
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complexity, if not confusion, in the process of decoding
the original texts. In order to understand one sutra, one
may indeed need to study multiple related sutras.

Dr.  Orsbon’s

understanding in the hermeneutics of interpreting

presentation  deepened  our
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ancient texts and reminded us how much dedication,
patience, knowledge, and earnest exploration is required
to be a Buddhist text translator.

While studying at National Taiwan University, Dr.
Orsbon came across a stack of Vajra Bodhi Sea journals,
from which he learned about the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas and Master Hsuan Hua. He later obtained his
MA and PhD at the University of Hong Kong.

Presently, he teaches at Taiwan National University as
a Visiting Associate Professor, and his research is focused
on classical Indian Buddhist texts and philosophy, as well
as the practice, thought and institutions of contemporary
Chinese Buddhism. He is the author of two books: 7he
Structure and Interpretation of Early Prajndparamita: An
Analysis via Chiasmic Theory, and Old School Emptiness:

Hermeneutics, Criticism and Tradition in the Narrative of

Sanyata. &
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I am enclosing a check made to D.R.B.A. for a
subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:

EXFERNE In America & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

SIS [n Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055 Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org
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We welcome articles. Please send the articles to

vbs@drba.org
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